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M. adde having finiſhed his oper of 
1 Re Paſtore in April 1751, writes to his 
friend Sig. Argenvilliers at Rome, with ex- 
ultation. I have at length eſcaped from the 
hands of thoſe babblers the Muſes. I have 
teaſed and tormented them ſo much, that 
they have finiſhed their web. much ſooner 
than they would have done, if they had 
been left to their own direction. I am now 
at the ſervice of my dear friends, particu» 
larly Sig. d' Argenvilliers, to whoſe pious 
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(2 ) 
prayers, I believe I owe, in a great meaſure, 
my 8 return from Parnaſſus. 


N dz 2 2 8 
rel. 
rosig. P AAGENVILLIERS. 


SriL. fatigued and covered with duſt 
and ſweat, after my unexpected and haſty 
voyage, J inſtantly flew to your letters, a 
reſtoratives. Thave greedily re-peruſed them, 
and frequently bluſhed at the ungrateful re- 
turn for your obliging and affectionate zeal, 
which I have made by a filence of ſo many 
weeks. But you know that I am innocent 


of this fault, and merit your pity more than 


your diſpleaſure. I can aſſure you, with 
great truth, that I have fuch pleaſure in my 
literary intercourſe with you, that if I were 
deprived of it by my own fault, * crime 
would be my puniſhment.  - 

Now, that you may not think, like the reſt 
of the world, that poets are bad fathers o 
families, it will be neceſſary for me to give 
you ſome account of my ceconomical cares. 


(Here he gives a minute detail of his 
money concerns, and balances accounts to 


the date of his letter. After which he adds) 
2197819 Thus 
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Thus all is ſettled, except the ſum of my ob- 
ligations, which far exceeds my ſmall capi- | 
tal, and means of repaying the aſſiduous and 
affectionate care which you conſtantly take 
of my affairs. And I ſhould already have 
overdrawn my credit, if a good heart, like 
yours, did not regard as ready money, the 
gratitude, 1770 1 ineffectual, X poor 
debtor. 

My new opera is already in the din of 
my moſt auguſt Patroneſs, to whom both 
myſelf and all my productions properly be- 
long. This drama is to be performed in 
muſic, by gentlemen and ladies, but not hen 
the return of the court from Hungary. 
the mean time, it would be an enormous in- 
decorum, if I were to publiſh it. So that 
there are both phyſical and moral cauſes 
againſt its appearing in Giannini's Edition 
next June. However, I ſo much reſpe&t 
his requeſt, backed by your wiſh, that when 
I can fafely and honourably comply with it, 
I ſhall be happy in obliging him. 


e 2 


2 THE SAME. | 


4% 354 


You have. * Sky the way to make. me 
your debtor, even in the number of letters; 
I have many of yours in hand which have 
arrived fince my laſt, and which I muſt an- 
ſwer by this one, contrary to the propenſity 
I have to be · prolix with vou. My Re Pa/ 
tore appeared on the ſtage laſt Wedneſday, 
and was repeated on Saturday, by the unani- 
mous. ſuffrage of the whole audience; this 
very much ſurpaſſed my expectations, and 
added, if poſſible, to my experience. In 
truth, the lady performers charmed every 
one, both by their figure and ſinging, as 
well as by their manner of acting, and en- 
tering into their ſeveral characters. Our 
auguſt ſovereigns were extremely delighted 
with them, and never ceaſe praiſing them. 
All the portion of this incenſe which comes 
to my ſhare, is inſufficient to defend me 
from a return of the defluxion which I 
caught in Moravia, and which J had not 
rg ſubdued when I was recalled. The 
frequent 
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frequent attendance at court, two-of three 
miles from the city; the length of time I 
was obliged to remain in the empty and ex- 
treme cold theatre, during the rehearſal; 
the impertinence of the ſeaſon, and of my 
ridiculous machine, have reduced me to ſo 
much worſe a ſtate than I was in before, 
that if I was not afraid of bringing all the 
ſaints on my back, I ſhould certainly be 
tempted to leave the maſs of the day among 
unpaid debts (a). Pity me therefore; or 
rather, be thankful to my catarrh, if I do 
not peſter you as much as I wiſh.— Adieu, 
my incomparable friend. If I could write 
more, I ſhould ſay a thouſand affectionate 
things. I give you full permiſſion to figure 
to yourſelf, the moſt expreſſive that you can 
think of; and am certain, that they will not 
equal the affection, gratitude, or eſteem, with 
which I am, &c. 

Vienna, November 1, wh 


In another letter to this correſpondent, dated 
December 6th 1751, he ſays, ( Thave got I 


Re Paſtore off my hands, but 1 ſhall not long 


(a) Alluding to the feſtival of Ml Saints, or the firſt of 
wan the day on which he was writing. 
B 3 be 
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be ſuffered to remain idle. My Imperial 
Miſtreſs,” after the repeated clemency with 


which the has approved my labours, threat- 


ens me with a new command; and ] already 
feel it vibrate in my ears; fo that my occu- 
pations are e the fruits in the an of 


Armida- | TE 


K mentre ſpunta Pun, Faltre mature (b ; 


ef 


| | 1 pr oduction is the ſubject of a 
letter to his Piemonteſe friend, Sig. Filippo- 


ni, who had complained of his negleet during 
the time he was writing it. 


LETTER . 


To sr. FILIPPONT. 
You muſt not aſcribe to the poor Muſes 


my reluctance to writing letters, I have 


not, like many others, the happy power of 
ſpeaking eloquently upon nothing ; ſo that 
when matter is wanting, T am filent. Who 


can have patience to write every poſt about 
rain, or fine weather? or in the manner of 


Pindar, ſpeak of water, gold, and the beau- 
Ns cows of Gerone, as d propos to the 


0 While ene maar th other buds and "Ra 
3 Olympic 
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Olympic games? Some of my Laconiſm, 
however, may proceed from native lazineſs, 
but, at preſent, the time for new vices or 
new virtues is paſt ; ſo that ſuch as I am, 
my friends mult bear with me. 

I approve of the diſtribution of my prints; 
and if you want any more, you ſhall have 
them upon the ſlighteſt hint you can give 

me. 
bis new edition of my works at Turin, 
may be ſuperior to others, if not printed in 
the uſual ſmall characters, merely for a pal- 
try faving of paper. If you could ſend me 
a ſpecimen in a letter, I would frankly give 
you my ſentiments on the ſubjec. 

The title of my new opera is, I Re Paſe 
tore. The chief incident is the reſtitution 
of the kingdom of Sidon to the lawful heir; 
a prince with. ſuch an hypochondriac nate, 
that he would have diſgraced the title page of 
my piece: who would have been able to 
bear an opera intitled  Abdolpnimo?” I have 
contrived to name him as ſeldom. as poſible, 
as among all my faults, my labours __ | 
hitherto avoided this defect. 

It will be repreſented in muſic by ladies 
and gentlemen, but not before December; 
till when, it cannot be publiſhed without a 
B 4 crime. 


2 | 
crime. I offer my uſual incenſe to the 
e 3 and am conſtantly yours. 
| JOY June 10, Ow" 


10 THE SAME. 5 


I 8HALL now anſwer your charming let- 
ter from the ſpacious regions of imagination ; 
in order to do which, I waited two or three 
weeks in the yain expectation of receiving 
ſpecimens of this new. edition of my works, 
which you had promiſed, me; but as yet, 
none are arrived. I have ſeen the two firſt 
volumes of that printed at Piacenza, which 
in my opinion, is contemptable ; ; hence it 
will certainly do no injury to yours. 

In an edition in 12 mo. by Bettinelli, I 
have ſeen a cantata, and a canzonet, given 
undeſervedly to me; I incloſe a memoran- 
dum of it, that the Tureneſe editor may not 
enrich me, againſt my, will, with me: ſpoils 
of another. 

When my Re Paſtore has done its er at 
this court, I ſhall take care to ſend it to do 
homage to you; but you muſt tell me how. 
Here 
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Here are fix more little Metaſtaſios, which 
I confide to your 2 leſt er — 
take evil courſes. - n 
My complhinns/a are enemies to he orien- 
tal ſtyle, ſo adieu. Remember my reſpects 
to the Count and Counteſs della Rocca; re- 
verence the-prieſteſs; receive the ſalutations 
of all the Canale family. Love _ and:be- 
lieve me, & o. h (0855 
| RN e 19, 1751: 
<1. 56668 
We are now cc at Pos 6 | 
of our great lyric bard, in 1752 ; during 
which his letters to his friend Sig. d' Argen- 
villiers, are the moſt numerous. But thoſe 
being chiefly on buſineſs, as before obſerved, 
we ſhall not tranſlate them entire, but ex- 
tract ſuch paſſages only, as bear our author's 
peculiar ſtamp of wit, friendſhip, or urbanity. 
In a ſhort letter, dated January 3d, 17.52, 
we have the following concluſion: It is 
ſo late, that I haye ſcarce. time to acknow- 
ledge the receipt of your letter; think then 
of the impoſſibility. of anſwering all your 
good wiſhes, and thoſe affectionate expreſ- 
ſions of partiality, with which you have load- 
ed me. Anſwer them yourſelf, who know 
bo much 1 owe you; and who. being in 
| poſſeſſion 


('89)) 


poſſeſſion —— can examine its moſt 
lecret receſſes. i 2 

« The Muſes 08 "IP in cha 8 
letter, to Sig: d! Argenvilliers) are become 
very thy and backward to me; requiring to 
be courted niuch more than IWwiſh. I have 
been very indifferent about theſe ladies fa- 
vouts: far ſome time.; but, at preſent, now 
they defraud me of the pleaſure of diſcourſe 
ing with you, they are become my averſion. 
But I beg of you not to ſpeak of it; for if 
the D==I ſhould contrive to let them know 
my e 3:4 would. treat me worſe 
dort ever. 

In andthes en 1 "ny $4: 766 Not wide 
able to ſatisfy my impatience to embrace and 
_ converſe with you in perſon, I ſend you my 
picture, with a charge to preſerve in you 
that good difpoſition towards friendſhip and 
Partiality, which you have always manifeſt- 
ed fot me. The painter has a little injured 
my beauty, by making my face two palms 
long, and plumping me up without mercy. 
They fay, however, that it is like.“ | 

« Receive the viſit kindly ; love the origi- 
nal, and beheve me on all occaſions, yours.” 

Having this year taken fright at a few 
4 of bad weather, ſoon after his arri val 


15 \ in 
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in Moravia, and ſuddenly returned to Vien- 
na, he fays: Here I am again in the 
city, with remorſe for the injuſtice which 
my cowardice has done to the conſtancy of 
: ſmiling autumn, who now more than fulfils 
every hope,” by being uncommonly ſerene. 
It is in vain to repine now; but another 
year, I ſhall not retreat with ſuch precipita- 
tion, in order to ern e IE the 
walls of a city.” Aar 
About this time, his friend TArgenvillici 
having recommended to the kind offices of 
Metaſtaſio, a young Roman of the name of 
Pezzi, we ſhall extract from the poet's let- 
ters, ſuch paſſages as concern this recom - 
menda tion. Iz 
+ I have at length found wy — 1 
have been with him, and he with me, three 
times. He is a ſine young man, of noble 
and excellent manners, and who promiſes to 
do honour to the friend who recommended 
him. He has no thoughts of the army; but 
ſpeaks of purſuing a different road, and I ſhall 
do every thing in my power to ſecond his 
views. I hope he has no doubt of my zeal, 
as there is nothing which I would not do, 
or which I ought not to do, on your account. 
1282 will depend on my power correſponding - 
with 
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with my wiſhes. At preſent, I ſhall endea- 
vour to diſcover to him the perils of the 
country in which he now dwells, and to in- 
form myſelf of his habits. Four or five 
months after, he ſays : - . 

« Sig... Pez21. manifeſted a laudable dillike 
to being idle, and very little deſire for being 
a ſoldier, | In order therefore to initiate him 
in politics, according to his with, I contriv- 
ed that he ſhould be advantageouſly 
known to our Count Ullfelt, and other 
principal perſons in adminiſtration, who 
ſpoke of him to my /auguſt Patroneſs; and 
it was ſettled, that when an opportuni- 
ty offered, he ſhould be ſent with ſome am- 
baſſador, or envoy, to one of the foreign 
courts of Europe, where, by diligence and 
practice, he might render himſelf qualified for 
jome ſtation in the Corps diplomatique. 
While things were in this ſituation, he 
came unexpectedly to take leave of me, pre- 
vious to his departure for Berlin, whither he 
faid he was obliged to go, for ſome time, on 
family affairs. I furniſhed him with a letter, 
which I wrote to a friend of mine, of ſome 
credit in that court; but from that time to 
this, I have been wholly in the dark, concern- 
ing the effects of my letter, his adyentures, or 


3 his 
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his exiſtence. When he returns, as he pro- 
miſed to do, I ſhall reſume my duty in doing 
every thing in my power for your ſake, to fa- 
cilitate the road which he means to purſue. 
If he ſhould have occaſion for money, IL will 
advance him whatever ſum you pleaſe, on 
the ſlighteſt notice. But I cannot, with 
equal readineſs, promiſe to conduct him by 
a ſure road to preferment. Accuſtomed my- 
{elf to follow the beaten track, Lam wholly 
ignorant of all private and by roads; and 
my inexperience would do him more harm 
than good. But whenever he returns from 
Pruſſia, he will find pilots here for ſome 
voyage or other. Do not, my dear friend, 
fancy me a Don Quixote, For the manage 
ment of buſineſſes of this nature, I want in- 
clination as well as practice. 
Soon after, he ſays to his friend: I re- 
gard diſſimulation among intimate friends, 
as a raſcally vice. (Therefore, you will, I 
hope, for give my ſincerity. d 1 by no means 
underſtand the conduct of our Sig. Pezgi. 
He is a young man of a fine aſpect, of po- 
liſhed manners, and, apparently, poſſeſſed of 
a great ſhare of prudence and diſcernment, 
Yet I have been hitherto utterly unable to 
penetrate his thoughts 5 though he conſtant- 


ly 


(14) 


ly viſits me once a month. Every time I 


ſee him, he ſeems a different man; and al- 


ways approaching me with different views 
from thoſe in which, at his own requeſt, 
I had been trying to ſerve him before. It is 
difficult to adviſe a man who is -always 


changing his purſuits, and who gives no no- 
tice of it, unleſs hard preſſed. I beg that 
you will not mention this to his brother. 
But it was neceſſary for you to know it, 


that in caſe he ſhould return empty handed, 
you may not be ignorant that the perſon you 


have recommended, has conſpired with the 


extreme narrowneis of my powers of ſerving 


him, to delude the great and ſerious defire 


which I have to ſerve him for your ſake.” 
In another letter dated April 17 53, 
he ſays: Sig. Pexzi having wiſhed to 
accompany ſome Imperial miniſter to a 
foreign court, in order to acquire abilities 


| ſufficient to entitle him to an employment 


in the Corps diphomatique ; I have been ſo for- 


tunate as to prevail on Count Collereds, our 


Envoy to the Engliſh court, to take him 


into his ſervice, with a ſmall ſalary, and the 


conſent and approbation of their Imperial 
majeſties. I hope the voyage will turn out 
profitable : particularly, as he tells me, that 

| 3 his 


. 
his family has ſome concerns in that country. 
and that his preſence will not Nas * 
theres”; 12527: N 
Though joking more. ES 
ven to Sig. d'Argenvilliers concerning 
his protege, Sig. Pezzi, we thall perhaps re- 
intereſting paſſages on other ſubjects. At 
preſent, we ſhall reſume his intercourſe with 
Farinelli, to-whom the nee, letter yas 
| wha n biene ; 75 2. 4 


11811. Ly 9 1.17 Ol FI .< 132 5 
, ; 
TO THE CAVALIER FARINELLI. 


WE ſpite $44 the obſtinate and inſufferable 
impertinence of my nervous complaints, and 
the employment allotted to me by my Im- 
perial Patroneſs, I cannot poſtpone acknow- 
ledging the receipt of my dear Gemello's 
moſt welcome letter of the 28th of January. 
For my moſt heinous ſins, the dramatic la- 
dies in I Re Paftore, and the muſic, have ſo 
much pleaſed her Majeſty the Empreſs, that 
ſhe has commanded me to write another 
drama to be performed next May, made of 
the fame metal. In the preſent ſtate of my 


poor 


. 


poor head, from the conſtant tenſioti of my 
nerves, it is a terrible taſk to be obliged to 
converſe with theſe harlots the Muſes; but 
my labours are rendered infinitely more in- 
tolerable, by the mannet in Which I am 
manacled. | Greek and Roman ſubjects are 
excluded from my juridiction, becauſe theſe 

nymphs are not to exhibit their chaſte limbs; 
ſo that I muſt have recourſe to Oriental hiſ- 
tory, in order not to ſhew. the nakedneſs of 
the land, that the robes and ornaments of 
thoſe nations may entirely envelope the ac- 
treſſes who are to repreſent the characters of 
men. The contraſt of vice and virtue is 
impracticable in theſe dramas, becauſe no 
one of the troop will act an odious part. 
Nor can I avail myſelf of more than five 
perſonages, for the moſt convincing reaſon 
aſſigned by the governor of a caſtle ; who 
would not crowd the preſence of his ſuperiors. 
The time of repreſentation, the changes 
of ſcene, the airs, and 'almoſt the number 
of verſes are limited: now pray tell me, if 
all - theſe embarraſſments would not make a 
patient man mad? Then imagine to your- 
ſelf their effects on me, the high prieſt of all 
the complaints incident to this miſerable 
valley of tears. I have no other comfort 
1009 : for 
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for my ſupport, than the conſtant clemeney 
of my moſt benign Sovereign, confirmed 
every day by new teſtimonies. The laſt, on 
account of the repreſentation of L Re Pa 
tore, was that of 4 magnificent gold candle- 
ſtick, with an extinguiſher and ſnuffers of 
the ſame metal, of a conſiderable weight, 
and of excellent workmanſhip; and accom- 
panied with an obliging command 70 tale 
care of my fight. Now I beg you will 
learn to reſpe& my little peepers, which are 
ſo greatly patronized. 

I am glad to find that Monſig. Torres, 
anſwers my deſcription. Embrace him, I 
beg you, in my name. I love him, becauſe 
he adored you: now what wall he do, after 
having enjoyed your company in a more 
ample manner ? : 

With reſpect to my Neapolitan intereſts, 
you think exactly as I do. Neither the de- 
corum of your court, my own pride, nor 
the miſerable and contemptible hopes which - 
are given us, can longer deceive any one 
poſſeſſed of the leaſt reflection. It is diffi 
cult to find a fimilar example of inhuma- 
mty, injuſtice, and avidity, for the poſſef- 
ſions of others. Ol, my dear Gemello, how 
few Gemelli are there in the world! I thank 
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you for the idea of trying other ſtrings ; and 
truſt to the experience of the archconſul of 
harmony. The Colomba Mattei will ſerve 
you well. I who am never ſatisfied, believe 
that if this performer, who has a pleaſing 
figure, and good voice, was a little taller, 
and had a little more power of voice, ſhe 
would be an admirable firſt woman. But 
during the preſent ſcarcity, we muſt not be 
ſo difficult. 

Oh, what fine things has Count Yerner 
ſaid of you, on his return from Spain! I 
feed on theſe relations, and wiſh them to be 
eternal. Love me, my dear Twin, and be- 
lieve that I ceaſe writing, for want of head, 
and want of time: but I never ſhall ceaſe, 
as long as I live, from being yours. 

Vienna, February 18th, 1752. 


LETTER XI. 


To. THE SAME. 


Your laſt moſt dear letter of the :6th 
of June, has been received four days, and: 
yet I am not recovered from the ſurpriſe 
and confuſion in which the unexpected royal 

tavour 


(19 ) 
favour of your truly admirable Sovereign has 
plunged me. Good God! can clemency, 
generoſity, and greatneſs of ſoul, go farther ? 
To think, ſpeak, and act in this manner, 
are qualities aſſigned by Providence ſolely 
to her to employ. Her ſupreme interpoſition 
in ſupport of reaſon, and juſtice, when op- 
preſſed, are efforts worthy of Monarchs ; 
to expend their treaſures in repairing loſſes 
which they themſelves have not occaſion- 
ed, is the attribute of royalty; but to de- 
ſcend to minute enquiries, and reflections 
on the hardſhips of a poor mortal like me, 
ſurrounded as ſhe is, by the cares which be- 
long to ſo elevated a ſtation, is a circum- 
ſtance which ſurpaſſes humanity, and not 
only merits gratitude and reverence, . but 

adoration. The few royal words which 

you have communicated, form the grand 
charactereſtic of this Sovereign. She has 

done me the juſtice to believe me to be a 

man who thinks more of his houour than 

profit, and has deſigned to ſet limits to the 
torrent of her beneficence, in order to ſkreen 
me from envy and malignity. Angels in 
heaven, I believe, think in this manner. 

I am more ſenſible of the honour which this 

does my character, than if I had been ap- 
* C 2 pointed 
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pointed vice-roy of Mexico, or preſented 
with a Cardinal's hat. Theſe may ſeem 
poetical hyperboles; but you know me ſuf- 


ficiently to be certain, that they are poſitive 
truths ; and now your heroic friendſhip has 


procured me theſe great honours and ad- 
vantages, you muſt complete the work, and 
communicate my humble, grateful, and re- 
verential acknowledgments. Throw me at 
the foot of the throne ; aſſert, that if the 
ſhower of royal munificence 1s fallen on an 
ordinary foil, it has at leaſt been beſtowed 
on one that is not ungrateful. Say all that 
Fought to ſay, but which I find unſpeakable, 
even with the aſſiſtance of all the Muſes. 
Implore the continuance of ſuch ſublime 
patronage; and I, in the mean time, in- 
ſtead of returning thanks, will offer up my 
ſupplications to Heaven, that a foul fo great 
and elevated, may be long ſuffered to con- 
tinue among mortals, for the ornament 
of all thrones, the felicity of the whole 
earth, and for an example to all Mo- 
narchs Ce. | I have 


(c) To what theſe effuſions allude, does not clearly ap- 
pear, in the courſe of this, or any ſubſequent letter; but they 
well merit preſerving, as models of heroic and poetical 
e from the warm heart of a man of 

genius, 


16 : 

I have ſeen, for a ſhort time, Count Eſt- 
herhaſi, after his return from Madrid, and 
have found him full of you. He regards 
you as a hero, and has deſired me to tell you 
ſo; which will oblige me like wiſe to love 
you more than ever. At this laſt aſſertion, 
I cannot help laughing; but I own, that to 
hear you thus praiſed, affords me the ſame 
pleaſure, as if it was myſelf: ſo much does 
our old, true, and reciprocal friendſhip, 
ſeem to have united us together, and con- 
ſolidated our intereſts. God preſerve you, 
our dear Gemello, and inſpire others to 
think as you do, 

Laſt Sunday my Opera of L/Exor Gi. 
NESE, was repreſented for the laſt time, with 
incredible applauſe of the ladies and gentle- 
men performers. I am worn out. The 
whole weight of the buſineſs fell on my 
ſhoulders. I came home with' a violent 
cough, which ſtill continues; but as ſoon 
as it abates, I ſhall aſk permiſſion of my 
moſt auguſt patroneſs, to fly into the coun- 
try, to refit. If I ſhould there obtain a mo- 
ment's peace, you will be my only thought. 
And who can poſlibly deſerve it ſo much as 
genius, ſerved and flattered by a ſovereign Princeſs, 42. 
ſible of his ſuperior talents. 

0 3 ._ 
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my dear Gemello? I am obliged to you for 
the deſcription of the magnificent royal 
feſtival, which you invented and directed, 
and am impatient to ſee it more amply de- 
ſcribed in the Gazette, In the mean time, 
I do its office every where, to the admira- 
tion of all hearers. | 
I ham not certain whether it was laſt 
April or May, that I ſent a letter to my 
agent at Naples, informing him of circum+ 
ſtances for a miniſter who required them. I 
am ſorry the requiſition was complied with; 
but it ſhall be the laſt time. 

T ought to ſpeak of the road which you 
have e to Rome; but who can 
ſpeak to you of every thing? Oh what a 
dear Gemello you are! But at leaſt, take 
my part with the Marquis Enſenada, and 
recommend me to his protection. Adieu. 
The Counteſs of Althan ſalutes you, and is 
as much ſurpriſed as myſelf, at the favours 
I receive. I really can write no more. 
Continue to love me, and believe me yours, 
as long as life remains, 

| Vienna, July 8th, 1752, 
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TO THE SAME. 


Iskr out this moment for Moravia, in 
order to join the moſt worthy Counteſs of 
Althan, and the General her ſon, who have 
been there ſome days. I go flattered with 
hopes of being relieved, if not liberated, 
from the cruel torments I ſuffer, amidſt the 
pertinacious perſecutions of my hypochon- 
driac complaints, violently increaſed by the 
hurry in which I have lately been engaged. 
It is impoſſible for me to explain to you, my 
dear Gemello, the miſerable ſtate in which 
I have been for theſe ſeven years paſt. 'The 
worſt of it is, that I ſee no likelihood of ac- 
cuſtoming myſelf to theſe ſufferings, as fre- 
quently happens to others, And I perceive, 
that you are not better treated by your 
ſtomach, than I am by my nerves. Oh 
poor humanity! But good God! Why are 
not theſe delights beſtowed on a number of 
blockheads and raſcals, who enjoy perfect 
health? But the great Regulator of all things 

C 4 a2 has 


1 


has reaſons which we are not allowed to 
penetrate. We have therefore nothing to 


hope, but from patience, and reſignation. 
You think, perhaps, that I am now quite 


recovered from the ſurpriſe and confuſion 
into which I was thrown by your moſt be- 


neficent and magnanimous ſovereign? But 


you are miſtaken. I never ſhall recover as 
long as I live. Theſe traits of royalty have 
been ſo little in faſhion for ſome ages, that 
it is impoſſible not to admire and venerate 
them. I entreat you again, my dear friend, 
to bear teſtimony, whenever you have an 


opportunity, of my moſt humble, grateful, 


and ſubmiſſive ſentiments, 


Adieu, dear Gemello. I have ſpoken to 


count Eſterhaſi: he calls you by no other 
name than the Hero. The affection which 
you contrive to acquire from all ranks in a 
ſituation ſo enviable, encreaſes my tender- 


neſs for you fo much, that I know not how 


I ſhould contain myſelf if I were near you. 
Pray to God for my poor head, if you would 


have it think of you, Love me, and re- 
main thus amiable to the whole carth, 


Vienna, Auguſt 5, 17524 
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LETTER AE 
TO THE SAME: 


HERE I am, juſt returned from Moravia, 
after a long and tumultuous excurſion, which, 
on account of my health, I have been al- 
lowed by the maternal' clemency of my 
auguſt miſtreſs, to extend to full ten weeks. 
The firſt perſon to whom I eagerly run after 
my arrival, is my deareſt Gemello, whom I 
tenderly embrace in that kind of way which 
ſo enormous a diſtance will allow. Among 
the moſt ſenſible pleaſures which I found in 
this city at my return, was the meeting with 
our dear Count Eſterhaſi, who almoſt before 
he ſaluted me, which he always does, be- 
gan to ſpeak of you: ſtill calling you no- 
thing but the Hero. He ſays that you are 
the object of all good people's affection; that 
your heart correſponds with your fortune; 
and has recounted a great number of your 
admirable, generous, and gracious actions. 
Among others, the manner in which you 
treated an Indian candidate, who offered you 
an 
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an immenſe ſum if you would procure him a 


government); and he takes ſuch delight in 


theſe narrations, and the found of your praiſe 
is ſo ſeducing to me, that if count Eſterhaſi 
was not obliged to go elſewhere, I believe 
he would be ſtill talking of you, and 1 
ſhould remain a conſtant liſtener. I love to 
hear theſe things for my own ſake, as well 
as yours. I am not a little vain in having 
diſcovered your character, long before for- 
tune had furniſhed occaſion for the diſplay 
of all your diſtinct qualities. God pre- 
ſerve you, for the delight of ſuch an illuſ- 
trious court, for the honour of Italy, and 
for the tender friendſhip of your moſt faith- 
ful Gemello. Vou were always in my heart 
during this excurſion into the country. My 
dear Farinelli accompanied me into the 
woods, over the mountains, through the 
valley, and bore a part, not only in my di- 
verſions, but cruel hypochondriac perſecu- 
tions. I propoſed, and ſeveral times at- 


tempted, to write ſomething or other for you 


in order to ſend it away before my return. 
But in a body tormented as mine has been, 
and now is, the ſoul is too ill lodged to be 


able to perform jts due functions; and poeti- 


cal operations, as well as amorous, are ſo 


averſe 
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averſe to violence, that they always diſgrace 
the raſh mortals who attempt putting it in 
practice, Think what a deſperate fituation 
I muſt be in, aſſailed by all my old com- 
plaints; incapable of daring to compoſe the 
uſual little compliments in verſe, with which 
the arch · dukes and dutcheſſes are accuſtomed 

to felicitate their auguſt parents on their 
name days; and inſtead of a new opera, 
that was wanted for ladies and gentlemen to 
perform, at the next carnival, 1 have been 
obliged to propoſe Olimpiade, in caſe the 
Muſes ſhould turn their backs upon me, 
after ſo many years of wedlock! But I 
would not have you think, that, with all 
theſe plagues and impediments, I have loſt 
ſight of your requeſt. I ſhall again attempt 
the ford, and not defiſt till I am able to paſs 
it. I have now a crowd of friends about 
me, who are talking to me all the time I am 
writing; ſo that I know not what eſcapes 
from my pen, But my comfort is, that we 
underſtand each other, and ſhould not miſ- 
take the meaning of our hearts, if we ſpoke 
Arabic or Chineſe, 

I am obliged to write you a letter in fa- 
vour of a certain Mr. Huſcher, who is going 
to Madrid in order to ſerye in the Spaniſh 
cavalry, 


= 
cavalry. Though it frequently happens that 


theſe offices are forced upon us, and we 
plague our friends with letters of mere form, 
this is not of that kind. This perſon is 
really of extreme good morals, of great me- 
rit, and well worthy of your pati onage: fo 
that I not only ſolicit for him myſelf, but 
the general count d' Althan, a perfect judge 
of his profeſſion, and your great admirer, 
recommends him to your notice. 

Oh how impreſſed I am with the lumi- 
nous grandeur of the: Manzanare divinity! 
Why am not I a Homer! Happy you, who 


\ 


have occular teſtimony of ſuch ſublime vir- 


tue! | 


But it is time to conclude. And yet the 


counteſs d'Althan would kill me, if the 
thought I had not obeyed her orders, in ſaying 
at houſand kind things in her name: ſo that, 
to ſave my life, I muſt beg of you to give me 
a little nod in your anſwer, that may ſerve 
for my juſtication. Now remember, that 
as one of two twins muſt ſuffer, and it is 
my turn, I ſhall have the generoſity to bear 
it with patience, in hopes that you at leaſt 
may enjoy that tranquil health which I have 
ſought in vain theſe ſeven years. Love me, 


however, in ſpite of my impertinent and 


teazing 


% 
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teazing complaints, and beheve me yours, 
in whatever ſtate I may be allowed to 
exiſt, | | 


Vienna, October 20, 1752. 


LETTER XIV. 


TO THE SAME. 


You will receive by the hands of D. An- 
tonia de Alzor, together with this letter, 
Semiramide riconoſciuta, arranged for the uſe. 
of your theatre royal. This trade of a cob- 
ler, I only exerciſe for my incomparable 
Gemello. However, I am obliged to you 
for having forced it upon me: as this opera, 
with which I never was quite fatisfied, is. 
now become my favourite. It has gained 
this conqueſt againſt the grain, which you 
| know was no eaſy matter; but it has now 
acquired a kind of conſtant fire, which, be- 
ing compreſſed, ought to become more in- 
tenſe. In ſhort, Tam pleaſed with it: which 
very ſeldom has happened to any of my ; 

own productions. Before I forget it, let, 
me tell you, that if you wiſh to cut out any 
20 one 


CE] 


one of the ſongs, that of Mirteo, in the 


third act, beginning In braccio à mille furie, 
might be omitted without much loſs Cd. 

J ſhall now reſt myſelf for two or three 
days, and then take Adriano in hand, of 
which I have not the leaſt idea; and I 
would not read it before, Teſt my head 
ſhould be crouded with a confuſion of images 
hoſtile to each other. T ſhall expend more 
time in the buſineſs than I ought, as I have 
had no amanuenſis capable of aſſiſting me, 
ſince Mightavacca entered into the ſervice of 
the court of Dreſden. Hence, T am obliged 


to write and tranſcribe all with my own 


hand: being hardly able to depend on that 
of a mere copyiſt for the laſt tranſcript 
which I ſend. Add to this all my numberleſs 
complaints, and then accuſe me of delay or 
negligence, if you have the heart. If ever 
you have any idea of machinery for the Epi- 
logue, let me know it in time, and the day 


(a) In the Paris Edit. of Metaſtaſio's Works, 1755, 
the ſeveral dramas that are printed twice over, were al- 
tered to oblige Farinelli, for the royal theatre at Madrid. . 
To the title of each of theſe, Calſabigi added the words, 
Corretto dall' Autore. Since theſe alterations have been 


publiſhed, they have been generally adopted by * FD 


8 theſe dramas. 20 
PM 
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fot which it is deſigned, that I may ſend you 
the words. | 
When T have finiſhed Adriano, I ſhall 
again think of the Feſtarella, or little enter- 
tainment which you with. I ſay that I ſhall 
again think of it; as in the midſt of all my 
ſufferings I have always had it in mind, 
though no idea occured which pleaſed me. 
Theſe little baubles are more difficult, with 
reſpect to invention, than great. If you 
with to have this aſſertion proved, pray re- 
collect that among the old . operas, though 
there are a few that are ſufferable, yet in the 
whole number of ancient theatrical pieces, 
there is not one Serenata, Entertainment, or 
Oratorio, that is tolerable. I have an odd 
thought ill digeſted, of a poſſibility of writ- 
ing two parts that would ſuit the Mingotti 
and the Caſtelli. But at preſent I drive it 
from my thoughts, as I ſhould a temptation, 
leſt it ſhould confound my ideas. Stript 
as Adriano will be, I ſhall apply to myſelf in 
accommodating it: in quantum Metaſta ſiana 
Iragilitas patitur. 

By comparing your ſufferings with mine, 
you afford me no kind of comfort,; I know 
that the reſemblance is ſympathetic; but 
with regard to health, I with our cireum- 
We ſtances 
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ſtances to be as diſſimular as poſſible. My 


patience is not ſufficient to bear your ſuffer- 
ings. as well as my own. Therefore. get 
well as faſt as you can, as T am unable to 
turn your il lneſs to any account. But, good 
God! while there are ſo many idle people 
who can come into the world merely to ma- 
nure the earth, and to whom the occupa- 
tion of a little bad health would be an in- 
tereſting amuſement; why are ſo many ho- 
neſt men to be tormented by it, who have 
employments that are uſeful to ſociety ? But 
we muſt not pry into the arcana of Provi- 
dence. * . 
Your Didone, yours as my twin, and 
yours as being ſo advantageouſly transformed 
by you, has had as great ſucceſs at Vienna 


as at Madrid. It has been much talked of, 


and is ſtill in every one's mouth; imagine 


then, whether on theſe occaſions, your name 


is forgotten. In Semiramide you will have 
an opportunity. of diſplaying to the world 
your magnificent ideas, worthy of the ſo- 
vereigns who know your worth. 

Do, you adore our royal patroneſs, who 


are happily placed fo near her, as I do on 


the banks of the Danube, and as ſhe ought 
to be adored by all living creatures. Tell 
I her 
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her that I am more proud of her approbation 

than of that of the age we live in, or of all 
the ages to come. Vou will not allow me 
to aſcribe all this ſhower of favours to your 
influence z let me, however, owe its conti- 
nuance to your benignant proſperity, and 
take all poſſible care, that my want of ſuf- 
ficient merit to deſerve it, does not tranſpire. 
I know how little a thing I am, and dread 
the conſequence of my ROY protectors 
knowing as much. 

I entreat you to ſay for me, to the moſt 
reſpected and worthy count Migazzi, all 
that eſteem, love, and reverence, kneaded 
together, can ſuggeſt. The counteſs d'Al- 
than has already read the chapter concern- 
ing him, and is never fatiated with admir- 
ing your incomparable heart, who thus re- 
member your valuable friends, even amidſt 
the tumultuous favours of fortune. + 

This letter is an anſwer to two of yours 
which arrived at eight days diſtance from 
each other, one from the chancellor of our 
court, and the other from Meſſrs. Schmitmer. 
I did not immediately anſwer the firſt, be- 
cauſe I wiſhed to accompany my anſwer 
With Semiramide, which I ſhall conſign to 
the care of Sig. Azlor, in a few minutes. 

vor. II. D f And 
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And now adieu. If you with my health, 
take care of your own: and believe that 
there is no living creature who loves N 
more tlian I do. N 

Vienna, December 16, 17 mY 
We ſhall now return to our Poet's correſ- 
ponderice with his friend Sig. Filipponi at 
Turin, to whom only two letters of the year 
17 52, have been b n 5 


LETTER. Xx. 
ro SIG. FILIPPONI. 


I 8gNnT you long ago, by means of our 
friend count Canale, my Eroe Cineſe, which 
you have doubtleſs read and examined. You 
muſt have obſerved, that to avoid the ſim- 
plicity of I Re Paſtore, it was neceſſary to 

| have recourſe to more complication and or- 
nament; whether theſe ſpring from proba- 
þility, whether they ſufficiently keep ths 
mind of the ſpeftators in ſuſpence till tlie 
cataſtrophe, and whether the unities are pre- 
ſerved inviolate, notwithſtanding the conti- 
nual change of fortune, belongs to fuch as 
ee Po 
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you to determine. Here the piece has pro- 
duced all the effect I had promiſed myſelf; 
but performed by four beautiful ladies, what 
opera would not be praiſed up to the ſkies: 

I am glad to hear again of this Sig. Rabj, 
and wiſh him good luck with his edition; but 
you have not told me what fize and letter 
he has choſen, This filence makes me fear 
that the ſize will be duodecimo, and the let» 
ter of the minute and microſcopic ſect, in- 
vented by modern bookfellers for the bene- 
fit of opticians. But enough of this: I ſhall 
ſuſpend my invective, till the 97 N ſpe= 
cimen arrives. 

My reſpects to the amiable prieſteſs; let 
me hear from you and het, take care of 
your health, and beheve me, &c. 


Bl, June 55 1752. 


LETTER xv. 
TO THE SAME, 
 Ovn friendſhip is at the proof, for hegli- 
gence on both ſides. 1 have pardoned your 
rheumatiſm, and now you have to pardon 
the date of this letter. It tells you I am in 


Moravia, and I add, that I have been there 
T2 fix 
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ſix wah in the hands of tyrants, who allow 
me no other liberty than to grow fat, and 
divert myſelf. - What. miſery! Even this 
anſwer is contraband, under heavy penalties; 
but there is no riſk to which I would not ex- 
poſe. myſelf for your ſake. Curſe on ſuch 
haſte! ſaid the Tortoiſe tumbling down the 
Hull which he had been twenty years climb- 
ing. . You .think perhaps, that I allude to 
Sig. Rabj—Oh what a miſtake! Heaven 
keep me from imitating my executioners. 
So the pious prieſteſs has made a Nun? 
Oh what a blefling ! All breathes devotion 
around you. I recommend myſelf to the 
prayers of your whole family ; and, not 
longer to prophane them, I embrace you and 


conclude. 
"Train, Sep. 16 1752. 


Several of Metaſtaſio's letters to anony- 
mous correſpondents are inſerted in the col- 
lection, to ſome of which there are no dates; 


but the following. by internal marks, ſeem 


to have been written about 1752 or 53. 
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LETTER XVII. 


TO A GENTLEMAN or MODENA. 


N 


Ir is extremely difficult to imagine greater 
politeneſs or generoſity, than that of doing 
any one a favour, and then, in the moſt 
grateful manner poſſible, thanking the perſon 
on whom it is conferred, for having received 
it. This is exactly the caſe with you, Sir, 
who, after having favoured me with your 
company, and not only tolerated but court- 
ed my importunity, treat me, in' your moſt 
obliging letter of the 2oth inſt. as if the 
debt of gratitude were not mine, but, on the 
contrary, wholly yours. If, after your. de- 
parture, you had heard my opinions in all 
converſation, but particularly with the moſt 
worthy counteſs ———-— concerning your 
politeneſs, complaiſance, and all the pro- 
ductions of your rare and happy genius, 
which we have Had the good fortune to ad- 
mire; it might have convinced you, in ſpite 
of your extraordinary modeſty, that the ob- 
ligations are certainly all on our ſide, in every 


particular, If, however, you ſhould ſtill 
$5 have 
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have your doubts, we beg of you to return, 
and diſpute the point with us in perſon; and 
we ſhall then avail ourſelves of your good» 
neſs in furniſhing new claims, to oblige you 
to accept of the beſt teſtimonies we can give ; 
of our admiration and gratitude, In the 
mean time, receive this letter with the united 
compliments of the lady mentioned aboye, 
in teſtimony of the regard of, &. 


LETTER XVII 


TO THE SAME. 


\ I PERCEIVE it is your benignant inten- 
tion, Sir, that I ſhould terminate the year 
with ſuch ſatisfaction and pleaſure, as I 
could not flatter myſelf without preſump- 
tion, by putting me in poſſeſſion of the ex- 
cellent letter which you have deigned to 

write to me; for which, kiſſing the hand 
# whence it flowed, I render my moſt 
wo | humble thanks for the honour conferred 
1 upon me. I have a due ſenſe of the obliga- 
tion I owe to my friends and patrons, for the 
favourable light in which they have placed 
me in your eyes, and ſhall always try not 
| ta 
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„ 
to diſgrace their recommendation, or make 
you repent the having known me. 
At preſent, I ſhall neither ſend you the 
Drama nor Sonnet, which I promiſed, as 
neither is ſufficiently. poliſhed for your in- 


ſpection; but you will hardly find, whenever 


they come, any marks worthy of a man in 
commerce with the , Muſes, - A thouſand 
complaints, followed by a terrible cold, 
have ſo much diminiſhed my ſtrength, and 
debilitated my mind, that all my produc- 


tions muſt of courſe: be languid, Bear with 


them, however, ſuch as they are, and believe 
me, &c. x 


LETTER XIX. 


TO THE SAME MODENESE ien 
Ar PARIS, 


I NEVER thought that my litttle poem could 


arrive at ſuch honour and happineſs, as to 
make me envy its fate, The being in every 
hand and every mouth in Italy; the having 
been ſo often on the * ſtage, in the princi- 


It does not appear what little Poem is here meant; 


His celebrated Canzonet, La Libertad, never was, or 
could be brought on the ſtage, but as a ſingle ſong, 
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pal cities ; the having fo rapidly paſſed over 
mountains and ſeas: the becoming ſo dear 
and familiar to the moſt diſtant kingdoms, as 
already to ſpeak their language; and pene- 
trating thoſe famous regions of the ocean 
into which the world is faid to be divided, to 
have had the honour of belüg printed there, 
of being heard on their ſtage and applauded 
by the people; all theſe great and exceſſive 
diſtinctions would not have excited in me ſo 


much envy, as the information you give me, 


that my little Poem is become the delight 
of the moſt beautiful, exalted, and reſpeQ- 
able ladies of France. I have always wiſh- 
ed extremely to viſit a kingdom fo great, 
ſo warlike, powerful, noble, and marvellous; 
but now I confeſs myſelf ſo much affected 
by an invitation from ſuch a worthy patron, 
and from ladies whom I ſo much admire and 
venerate, that being neither able to tolerate, 
or gratify my exceflive longing, it is con- 
verted into pain. If the diſtance from 
Vienna to Paris were- not fo great, I ſhould 
certainly venture to undertake the journey; 
but, my dear Sir, I am already old, or (to 
flatter myſelf) I may fay, that I am no 
longer young. And to undertake ſo long a 
journey with ſuch a weight of years, requires 

; | neceſſity, 


(4 ) 
neceſſity, not amuſement · I have not ſuf- 
ficient ſtrength to 80 and return. In ſhort, 
it appears that I am no longer fit for ſuch 
journeys, and the lefs fo, as 1 have no time 
to loſe. May you, Sir, Who are fo able to 
enjoy the pleaſures of ſo great a kingdom 
with honour and delight, manifeſt your pwn 
worth, and receive the homage of ſocſplen- 
did a Court and Sovereign; and above all, 
of thoſe moſt beautiful and gracious ladies; 
in whoſe ſervice nothing remains for me to 
do, but to reverence them here, and to 
thank both them and you moſt humbly, for 
deigning to think of me in the midſt of the 
numerous 3 with 2 . are ſur- 


rontide@? ki. frets 0 NOR 


LETTER XX. 


TO THE SAME, AT+MODENA. 

'1 RECEIVED your letter of the 26th of 
laſt month, written in the midſt of the. 
tumults of the 9 and your own 
affairs. viola 


You ſeem deſirous of Cha my opinion 
of the merit of your Biſhop (e). The ſub- 
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limity of has genius equals the profundity of 
bis learning, and the amplitude of his eru- 
tion correſponds with his felicity of ſeiz - 
ing and illuſtrating the moſt abſtruſe and 
difficult ſubjects. The books and paſtoral 
letters which he has compoſed, are ſufficiently 


rich in ſacred and profane learning, to make 


us comprehend the excellence and extent of 


his ideas. All Italy has confeſſed, that in his 


firſt employment of miniſter, as he had 


wholly: merited the confidence of his ſove- 
reign, fo inthe ſecond, of Biſhop, he had moſt = 
worthily fulfilled every part of his miniſtry. - 


His ſermons and writings ſerye as flambeaux 
to thoſe who wander in darkneſs and igno- 
rance, in ſhewing them the way of ſalva - 


tion. I ſhall not mention to you the eaſe 


with which he has traverſed Parnaſſus. I 


ſhall only pray to God that the fruits of his 


greater labours may encreaſe the happineſs 

of his flock, in men to their ex · 

oellence. T 
LETTER XXI. 


TO THE SAME, 
I xETURN you, my moſt reſpected Count, 


the Treatiſe of M. Peguet, on the duties of a 
an miniſter 


( 43 .) 


miniſter of ſtate, which you were ſo oblig- 
ing as to lend me. I have attentively peruſed, 
and found it extremely worthy of the praiſes 
with which you have honoured it. It is in- 
deed, ſomewhat leſs ample than it ſhould 
have been. But whoever would build on 
this foundation, might find a very excellent 
plan, and materials for conſtructing a maſt 
perfect edifice. But this brevity which in 
every other part of the work is innocent, ſeems 
reprehenſible, when he eomes to treat of the 

fincerity and good faith of a'Miniſter, The 
author juſt hints at their utility, but ſolight- 
ly, that he leaves me in doubt whether he 
thought them ſuperfluous or impracticable, 
In the falſe reaſoning of ſhort-fighted men, 
utility always takes place of honeſty, as if 
they could be ſeparated : but after the Flo- 
rentine Secretary, (Macchiavel) has elevated 
vice into a ſcience, this principle, no leſs 

falſe than -miſchievous, which he almoſt *© 
juſtifies, is become the myſterious doctrine of 
the cahinet. All the pretended proteſtations 
of good faith, are now only uſed to deceive 
and impoſe on the credulous ſimplicity of 
us tlie poor prophane, and are of no more 
Nee than the proteſtations of ſervitude and 
obedience, 


( 44 ) 


obedience, which we every day indiſcrimi- 


nately uſe in mere civility. 


Now it ſeems to me, as if it would be no 


difficult taſk to demonſtrate, for the intereſt 


of ſociety, and even of theſe - falſe reaſoners 


themſelves, that, Che n/eful is conſtantly inſepa- 


rable from the honeſt, particularly in the con- 


duts of grave and public affairs. And I feel 
the truth of this axiom ſo forcibly, that I 


ſhould: not deſpair of proving it to any one, 


not wholly initiated in political myſteries. 
What, for example, ſhould we have to 
oppoſe to any one who reaſoned in the fol- 
lowing manner? An artful and inſincere 


miniſter,” would find it impoſſible to conceal | 


his fraudulent character, from the very na- 
ture of falſehood, which is ſo incompatible 
with an infinite number of circumſtances 
belonging to truth, that if they were capa- 
ble of being maſked, it is impoſſible for them 
all to be foreſeen by the human mind, 

A miniſter detected in falſchood, injures 
hrs Prince, the public, and himſelf. He in- 
jures himſelf, becauſe a prince of moderate 
underſtanding, will never confide in a mi- 
niſter for operations which can be effected 
by other means. The ſpur for ſerving him 
well, and the bridle for not betraying him, 

; would 
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(45 ) | 


would no longer ſubſiſt. He will injure 


public affairs, as he will have more chicane 
to guard againſt: for every one will think 
himſelf authorized to cheat a knave. And 
he will likewiſe injure them from his want 
of weight and credit, which will retard their 


ä a and ſometimes totally ſtop all treaty. 


Contracts will either not be made, or if 
concluded after a long and tedious negocia- 


tion, the buſineſs will be tranſacted with a 


veteran negociater accuſtomed to {ell braſs 
for gold. And, finally, it will be miſchievous 
to his Prince, not only from the difficulty of 
treating above mentioned, but becauſe it is 


very natural for the fraudulent dealings f 


the miniſter, to be the conſequence of orders 
received from the Prince. A diſcredit which 
will operate in the ſame manner upon other 
Princes, as the miniſter's bad character upon 
other miniſters. 

This, and other more clear and cloſe rea- 
ſoning, amply extended in all its parts, and 
enforced frequently by paſſages and examples 
from the moſt reſpectable ancient and mo- 
dern authors, if not ſufficient to eradicate ſuch 
a vice, would probably prevent it from being 
ſo frequently practiſed without ſhame or re- 


morſe. You are certainly furniſhed with 


- | talents, 


- talents, learning, and experience, ſufficient 
for ſuch a'laudable undertaking ; and it is a 
ſpecies of duty incumbent on you, to ſupply 
the public in writing, with the theory of thoſe 
truths which you have ſo long practiſed. 

At my return to Vienna, I ſhall preſs you 
ſo much to this undertaking; that in order to 
avoid teazing, you will at length gratify my 
wiſhes. | = 00 
Vienna, October 5, 1752. 


Antoine Pecquet, author of the work of 
which Metaſtaſio has been ſpeaking, was 
Grand- maſter of the Ponds and Foreſts of 
Rouen, and ſuperintendant of the militaty 
ſchool. He died in 1762, at 58. He was 
a man of a very cultivated mind, which he 
conſecrated to politics, philoſophy, and 1i- 
terature. His works conſiſt of an Analy/is 
of the Spirit of Laws, 3 vol. 12mo. 1757. 
The Foreſt Laws of France, 2 vol. 4to. 1753. 
The Art of Negotiating. Thoughts on Man. 
An Efjay on the Employments of - Time. Pa- 
rullel f the Heart, the Mind, and good Senſe. 
He tranflated the Pgftor fido of Guarini. 
The Amintas of Taſſo. The Arcadia of San- 
. and his verſions are read with 
pleaſure. 
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pleaſure, The remarks which Metaſtaſia 


made on his duties of a, miniſter, may not 
be thought deep, by profound and ſubtil po- 
liticians ; but they will be admired by plain 
honeſt people, for the rectitude and purity. 
of their morality. 


END OF THE FIRST SECTION. 
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I, 


Ta firſt letter which was written by Me- 
taſtaſio, to any of his correſpondents in 1753, 
ſeems to have been the following: 


reren I. 


0 THE CAVALIER FARINELLI. 


Your very dear letter of the 1oth of Ja- 
nuary, which was ſent by the courier, has 
been more than a month on the road. TI. 
am unable to ſolve the enigma. I know 
that Count Uffeldt, a very exact man, did 
not ſend it to me till yeſterday. But I have 
no time at preſent, for examining the pro- 
bable motives for its detention, as I am 
running to Court: and I have only this mo- 
ment to anſwer you. 

After J had done reviſing the two Operas 
which I forwarded to you, I reſted a few 
days; and then tried to develope the half 
explained ideas of the entertainment which 

| you 


* 41860 


you. deſire. I have, at length; | arranged 
them in my head, not without calling on 
St. Anthony, and again reſting myſelf; but, 
in order that I might not have them to ſeck 
again, I threw. them rough upon paper. 
When I was upon the point of delineating 
the entire plan, without which I never la 

the foundation of any ſtructure, behold 1 
there comes an order from Court, for a little 
Polyphemic Cantata, for two voices. This 
terminated, a thouſand others began to ger - 
minate. But to ſay the truth, all together 
are not worth a fig, as their preſent form is 
only ſuited to a, maſquerade: ſometimes a 
little ſtrophe to be ſung, as an introduction 
to a dance; ſometimes as a complimentary 
Epilogue to a Comedy; but the Carnival is 
long, the Imperial family, thank God, nu- 
merous, and if all theſe pickings at me are 
not ſufficient, to afflict me much, they oc- 
cupy my thoughts at leaſt, and cheat me of 
them, rather than engage them. But do 
not be frightend at this, however. I am ſo 
eager to ſerve you, and the characters of the 
two women that I have imagined, pleaſe me 
ſo much, that next week I am determined, 
at all events, to begin to heat the iron. If 
I am plagued with any further commiſſions, 


VOL 11. ＋ I will 


< 50 ) 


1 vil employ the time I Wager 7 ak them, 


and for you what I can. 

I have not yet delivered your WI to 
Porpora, nor ſhall I, till I can at the ſame 
time furniſh him with work. I am fearful 
that he will be talking of it, and excite a 


general curioſity throughout the city, as is 


the caſe whenever Jam writing. I have 
my reaſons for avoiding this buſtle, particu- 
larly in working for a foreign court A thing 
which has not happened age for two and 
n years« | 


Vou act prudently, een t to 5 cuf- 


tom, in having ſomething ready in caſe of 
failure : my uncertain health, the manner 
in which Iam circumftanced : the fluggith- 


neſs of Porpora : the uncertainty after being 


idle ſo long, of his fulfilling your ideas: 
ſome ſiniſter delay of the poſt in ſo long a 
journey, and a thouſand other unforſeen ac- 
eidents might overſet an unthinking being, 
but not ſuch a one as my dear Gemello, 


who thinks of and provides for every thing. 


Adieu: I have now with me draughtſmen 
and taylors, in order to transform my ſerene 
Arxch- dutcheſſes into Amazons, and the Arch- 

duke into a Grecian priſoner. In the midſt 
of all your hurries, love me, as much as'F 
love 


* * TYRA an * _ $ Ld 
£0 NY DN "V.: 
. » 


8 . I a 4 „ 
75 n 1 4 ws „ LS T TS: 1 FT, * 
4 * „„ Py 4 1124 17 
* 1 2 — eo 

y WT ks 2 - *y Ty, 


** r 
8 A e 8 D = 


Li S " 
YN © K 0) ——_ 


a 
Y * 


TE 


4% = 
RIS In \ 


> | wy, \ 
17 
love you, in ſpite of ſo indiſcreet and 


tolerable a be | 
| nm 15, 1753. 


LS TEA n. 


ro THE SAME. 


B dint of perſeverance, I have at bt 
thank heaven, accompliſhed my deſign. The 
day before yeſterday I wrote the final chorus, 
and gave to my labours the laſt paternal be- 
nediction. But the having finiſhed is not 
my greateſt comfort; it is the fancying that 
what I have done, is the leaſt imperfect of 
all my works. You will ſee comproſſed in 
a ſingle act, emotions, events, and paſſions, 
abundantly ſufficient to fill up the time of a 
long drama. The ſubject is uncommon; 
there is novelty in the characters. They 
weep without being theatrical, and laugh 
without buffoonery: | in” ſhort; if ſelf-love 
does not wholly blind me, the compoſition, 
conſidering the ſtate of my head, is ſuch as T 
could hardly promiſe myſelf, and ſhews 
plainly, that the beneficent Deity of the 
he NAS has not denied me her influence. 

5 Str o7 where! 
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But alas! a8 nothing is to be perfect in 

this vale of tears, an accident has happened, 
Which has very much imbittered the joy I 
had in ſerving you ſo well, and in ſuch good 
time, When I had half done my work, and 
was thinkifig of communicating to our Por- 
pora the ſecret, and giving him ſome of the 
words to ſet, this fame Porpora, who not- 


health of Jeſuit; at the very moment 1 
wanted him, was ſeized with a violent cold 
and fever, and what is worſe, with a ſtrong 
apprehenſion of dying; this not only wholly. 


depriyed him of the power of preſeat appli- 


aation,: but threatened: a very long allneſs. 
Grieved at: this unexpected inconvenience, 
I: withheld my ſecret, and propoſed to my- 
felf the waiting for his recovery. But in 
going home, and revolving matters in my 
thoughts, I found that by the leaſt loſs of 
time, i it would be morally impoſſible for the 
entertamment to arrive at Madrid ſoon 


enough for the deſtined day of performance. 


J had theughts of ſending: you the words 
without muſic; but on 4 ſecond peruſal of 
your letter, I ſa that you had excluded that 


maeaſare;by:pointing-outthe impracticability, 


after fo * a journes as from Germany to 


withſtanding His age, has, in general, the 


Spain, 
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Spain, to ſend tho poem from Spain into 
Italy, to be ſet and returned in time for tha 
preſent ſeafon. During theſe agitations, my 
great eagerneſs to ſerve you ſuggeſted" to me 
a third reſolution, which 1 hope will be ap- 
proved, or at leaſt tolerated, as an _ of 
my true and ſincere zel. 

I ſent for Sig. Giuſeppe Bonno, chamber 
compoſer to his Imperial Majeſty, a man 
educatet} in Naples, at the expence of the 
Emperor Charles VI. when it abounded 
with able profeſſors, of good taſte, and en- 
dowed by nature, with that grace-which-1s 
incompatible with extravagance ; and the 
only one in ſhort among thoſe: who are in 
this country, from whom I could: reaſona+ 
bly expect any thing tolerable. I commu+ 
nicated to him the ſecret, without mentions 
ing ' Porpora, impoſing. on him profound 
filence ; I confided tohim the work, animat- 
ed him with the hopes of acquiring honour, 
and I flatter myſelf that he will fulfil my 
expectations, from what I have already heard, 
as he is far advanced in the undertaking. 
Thus you will have the entertainment 
which I have written, in time, and if you 
pleaſe, ſet to muſic; which will afford you 
the ſatisfaction of preſenting @ new piece to 
E 3 „ 


WY 5) 
your . aimitable Sovereign, on the deſtined 


day. If the muſic ſhould not pleaſe you, it 


may be laid afide, and the delay will be no 


more than it would have been had we wait- 


ed for the recovery of Porpora. The whole 
inconvenience will amount to no more than 
a ſmall preſent to Bonno, if his muſic ſhould 
not be approved: a preſent indeed which 
will neither ruin the Spaniſh monarchy, nor 
make the _ Tm of my . Gemello 
. tremble, oy 

No this entertainment is finiſhed, which 


: ion on my mind, I ſhall think of the Licen- 
2a, or complimentary epilogue to Semiramis, 
and of the air which you wiſh to change. 


In the mean time, I incloſe for you the 


ſcene, and the dreſſes of the entertainment, 
for which I give you notice, that there 


will be ſome rehearſals neceſſary for the 
Recitatives, if ”_—_— mo WY to go as they 
- ought; upps 
But I can write no more. oo ſoon as the 

muſic is finiſhed and tranſcribed, I ſhall pack 


: up this little drama; and try to get it con- 


veyed to you with the utmoſt ſpeed poſſible. 


If I ſhould not have hit your taſte, give me 


- at Fleaſt for 2 0 UB hard to do it, and 


- 
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preſerve yourſelf with care for the Auk we 
your affeQionats and conſtant friend. 
383 * e 1753. 


LETTER, III. 


TO THE SAME. 


Buy the letter which I received from Ma- 
drid, of the zcth of laſt month; chiefly, 


written by Sig. Rodolfi, I perceive that you. 


with to have the court of Apollo for the ſub- 
ject of the Licenza to Semiramide. My with 
would be that the Goddeſs Iris ſhould ſpeak, 
and. not Apollo; and by the leaf incloſed, 
read with attention, you will perceive how 
your thought and mine may be conciliated : 

ſo that I ſhall dwell no longer on the ſubjeQ, 
At the ſame time, I. incloſe the air fubſti- 
tuted inſtead of .that which begun thus: 1 


veggo in lontananza: and I hope it will . 


pleaſe vou leſs than the firſt. 3 
* ſhall write the words for the j 5a 1 
ſoon as I have breathed 2 little: of. which 4 
have great occafion,-: * rl 29942 * $5374 
The muſic of the entertainment is not yet 
terminated: and 1 impertinently ſolicit the 
poor empor every day. In the mean time, 
"i 4 E 4 I have 
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T have — Count Azlor of the occa- - 
fon we ſhall have for his aſſiſtance in for - 
warding it to you by the firſt courier that ſtirs. 
I muſt beg of you to take care that Porpora 
does not hear of my packet. You know | 
him well enough to be certain that he would 
not eaſily liſten to reaſon. | His tongue is 
flippant, I am delicate: and ſhould be ſorry 
if my impatience to ferve you, ſhould bring 
on an unpleaſant diſcuſſion. My hypondriac . 
fufferings are in great want of peace and 
tranquillity. | 
I have publiſhed in every converſation, 
your exceſſive gratitude for the gracious 
preſent from my moſt auguſt ſovereign, 
and it is impoſſible but ſhe muſt have 
heard of it by this time. I rejoice with my 
dear Gemello at the honour this will reflect 
u pon his character. Theſe are illuſtrious 
occaſions which will tnanifeſt it to the whole 
World. Not a Spaniard comes hither of 
whom I do not inſtantly enquire after vou 
and all fpeak the fame language to me: 
chat your munificent ſovereign s love of 3 you, 
might have been the effect of good fortune; 
but to have acquired the love of the Whole 
nation. muſt infallibly have been y your own 
with” God blefs you you, and preſerve you as 
rg 1 yoy 
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you are, and what all thoſe who have the 


confidence of monarchs ſhould be. 
ho nin "75% 


My packet i is directed to you, and contains 
my original tranſcript of the entertainment ; 
the original ſcore of the muſic, a letter 
from me and a plan of the machinery for 
the Licenza to 2 with a N of 
the words. how 

I have heard the! airs at the Parpe chord, and 
am much pleaſed, particularly with that for 
Sylvia ; and have great hopes that it will 
likewiſe have your approbation. alu, my 
dear Gemello, 

Wen gs 7 1753, 


„ 
14 
1 


LETTER w. 


4 14111 


10 THE SAME, 


* wnorE two lines in great haſte, atceody 
to accompany the parcel which contains the 
words and muſic of L Hola diſabitata. Oh, my 


dear Gemello, how have you contrived to bo 


an honeſt man, amidſt the corruption of the 
harmonic tribe? This is one of the cireutm · 
ſances Which renders you the moſt worthy 

4 of 


(). 


of admiration. Bonno, the compoſer of the 
muſic I ſend you, has diſappointed me day 


after day, till this moment; and yet he is 


1 one of the moſt punctual maſters that I have 
i} ever known. His indolence has occaſioned 
4 the miſſing one courier. But I was deter- 
14 4 mined, if poſſible, that you ſhould have this 
mY parcel time enough for your feſtival, coſt 
4 what it would. I therefore ſend it by the 
1 poſt; and according to my calculation, you 
1 ik will receive it the 29th inſtant, There wall 
. then be a month for ſtudying and rehearſing 
"4 the parts. I beheye their diſtribution was 
4 pointed out to you before; however, the 
1 repetition will coſt but little: 
1 Cos rav L Signera Mingotti 
. Sit.via La Signora Caſlell; 
114 Enrico II Soprano ( 
| | | GERNANDO Panzacchis 
{if This laſt cannot well be chaoged, T6 
1 repreſent the huſband, he ought of courſe to 
19 be-a-tenor. - 3 2/p68's7 - | 
4 Y Ie dogs not appear who . 
6 Prano At. this time, in the ſeryice of the court, . of Spain, 
1: Panzacchi, a tenor of conſiderable merit, I met with at 
4 Munich, in 1792. His voice was not of the firſt daſs, 
18 but his knowledge, tafte, and expreſſion," were excellent, 
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Mingetti came hither: firſt in 1754 immediately from 
d See German Tour, and Hi. Muficy vol, ivy, 
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1recommend to you to have the recitativo 
| rehearſed, and to inſpire a little innocence 
into the Caſtelli, at leaſt during the time of 
repreſentation. Salute her in my name, and 
tell her to diſſemble her malice, for my _ 
if ſhe has any. 

I ſend you at the ſame time, the words of 
the Licenza to Semiramis, and an explana- 
tion of the machinery, as it ſhould appear 
in the printed book. And now I have ful- 


filled all your commands, 


I. E TT ER V. 


TO THE SAME, 


LasT week I received a very ſatisfactory 
letter from you, which was merely an an- 
ſwer to mine: hence, in expectation of 
another, I waited ere I anſwered this, in 
order to ſave you trouble. This week I re- 
ceive another, dated the 2oth of laſt month, 
in which there are replies, propoſals, and 
commiſſions: and here [ ſhall * to ſatisfy 
you in every pont. 

In the firſt place, L incloſe you, a new. Li- 
cenza, which I produced yeſterday i in a mi- 
i el manner, during the moſt cruel 
nerv ous 


4b 
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nervous ſufferings. You certainly remem- 
ber the fable Which ſuppoſes that when Her- 
eules was conceived, the Sun food ſtill, and 
lengthened the night: and this being pre- 
miſed, I hope you will find the idea of the 
| Licenza not unworthy of the ſubje. 
The fame machinery will do for this as 
for the court of Apollo; but it muſt be re- 
membered, that in the firſt Zicenza Apollo 
| ſpoke, as conductor of the muſes; and in 
this, only as conductor of the day; and on 
this account, I never call him Apollo, but 
merely So. For which reaſon, I wiſh you 
to take away from his attendants, the inſtru- 
ments which were probably aſſigned to them, 
that they may paſs for the attendant hours 
neceſſary in this new Licenza. The change 
is ſo inconſiderable, that it will be ſcarce 
_ perceptible; and if you are unwilling to 
adopt it, need not even be made. What 
pity it is that I was not born a female! can 
poetical docility go farther ? But who could 
refiſt a fellow twin? 318 een ein, 
Vienna, May 19, 1753 


The Licenza mentioned here, is inferted 
at the end of the preceding letter, and is dif. 
ferent from that which is printed at the end 
of the opera of Semiramide, corrected by the 
e Author, 
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Author, in che fifth volume of Callabigi's 
edition of Metaſtaſio's works, Paris, 1755. 
Though this,-25. well, as the, other, (burp 
upon hyperbolical compliments to Ferdinand 
VI. yet, as it ſeems not to have had admiſ- 
fon among his dramatic pieces, the reader 
ſhall be preſented with a copy of it here, as 

a ſupplement to the letter in Which: it was 


incloſed. 


. 1 c E N Z Fils | 
Lo fa: tacete, Ore ſegitaci : al carſo 
Voi waffrettate in van ': dal ciels * 
Nan ſperate ch'io panta in fi gran gi 
re x 0 1 An 
Gia Pinguieto abitater ſoſpira: ''/ * 
So che gia deſio ammira'' © | 
Leſtinata ſua natte; ilpertinace- ' 
Seintillar delle Stelle, e la dimora 
Della forda a' ſuoi voti infida aurora. 
Ma il eva in pace: e penſi 
Ch oggi naſce un FERNANDO. Anticu in ciele 
Solenne leggeꝰ queſta. . 
Perch naſcan gli Alcidi, il Sol FO 
Ma d"eſſer non pretenda © 8 
Eguale al Nume Tſpans ö 
I Benchi PErce Tabans me / 
Pur warreffs cui. | n Wh, 
La differenza.intends | SA 
Chi dilatar mi vide I ey 0 
La note per Alcide ou 
Aa per Fernando il di. 


* 
* 


Ma Ge. 


Licenza, 


( 6% 


Licenza, or complimentary epilogue in 


tended for the opera of Semir emiramis, when 
brought on the ſtage at the court of Spain, 
by Farinelli, 1753. 


Arol lo SPEAK S. 


I know it well: ſilence ye haſty! hours; 

In vain ye preſs me to purſue my courſe. 

Think not that I ſhall quit the Iberian thore, 

Precipitate on this illuſtrious day. 

Th' impatience of the other hemiſphere 

I know each child inhabitant awakes 

And wonders lingering night ſo long remains. 

While pertinacious ſtars ſtill fparkle round 

And make Aurora deaf to all their prayers. 

But let them patient bear the tranſient ill, 

And know that this auſpicious day 

Produced a FexpinanD. - 

But when the great Alcides firſt had birth, 

Whoſe deeds from monſters was to free the earth, 

I ſtopt my courſe—Be Kill ye diſtant climes, 
'Tis the celeſtial law of ancient e. 


Though at the Theban heros birth 
Icheck'd my fiery ſteeds, 

The Spaniſh chief's ſuperior worth 

A different homage needs. 
Great Jove himſelf T ſure ſhall pleaſe 
By zeal I now diſplay 

I night prolong'd for Hercules, 

For Ferdinand the day. 


A r. 
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LB: T:T-KE R'- VM. 
ro THE CAVALIER FARINELLI: 


I, I had been a prophet as well as a poet, 
I ſhould have predicted ſo happy a reception 
to my little piece, as to have called it rather 
the fortunate, than the DESERT ISLAND. 
The magnificent recompence which it has 
procured me, ſo far ſurpaſſes its intrinſic 
worth, that I find much more difficulty in 
framing proper thanks, than in bringing it 
forth. : f hg had 
You from whoſe kind and friendly hands 
the royal munificence paſſes into mine, muſt 
aſſiſt me in this dilemma : and humbly offer 
for me at the foot of the throne, thoſe juſt 
fentiments of reſpect, reverence, and grati» 
tude, which eagerly riſe in ſuch crowdsfrom 
my heart, that neither the tongue nor the pen 
can give them utterance. . You who have 
not only long known, but been in poſſeſſion 
of my heart; can be anſwerable for the truth 
of theſe expreſſions; and accuſtomed as you 
are to negle& yourſelf for the advantage of 
others, do you procure me the continuance 
of 


( 64) 


of a patronage which will do me ſo much 
honour in the eyes of all Europe. 

It was wiſe in you to provide me ſo light 
a waiſtcoat/ | You foreſaw that the weight 
of royal favour would have made me ſweat 
even under the bear's tail. I am extremely 
obliged to you for, ſo uſeful and friendly a 
thought, in which you are ee. 

W maſqued. N "TY IAEA 
I have been preſent at Asen all 

the time I was reading your letter. The 
minute, ample, clear and lively deſeription 
which you have given me of this feſtival, 
has tranſported me into Spain. I have ſeen 
the theatre, the ſhips, the embarkation, the 
_ enchanted palace; I have heard the trills of 
my incomparable Gemelle (g); and have 
venerated the royal aſpect of your divinities. 
This affectionate attention in making me a 
gueſt, as much as was poſſible at ſuch a diſ- 
tance, in this delicious Iberian magnificence, 
and with ſo much trouble to yourſelf, 
awakens tender reflections on the ſtability of 
your matchleſs friendſhip, and binds —_ to 
my heart with e ee Pane ever. 


Don Wide ea 


0 This.clears up te difficulty of naming we fino. 
RRR. to Whom the part of 7 was aligned. | 
; The 


e 
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The Marquis del Paolo Th, written a very 
Pw: letter to his brother at Vienna, i in which 
he only- ſpeaks of you. He is, charmed, 
aſtoniſhed, and confuſed, at the polite recep- 
tion which you have given him on my ac; 
count. Imagine to yourſelf how I muſt 
have been affected by theſe conſtant, amia- 
ble, and indubitable, proofs of your partial af- 
fection for me. Where is the wonder; thatyou 
| ſhould become the delight of; this, generous 

and enlightened' nation? I defy Envy her- 
ſelf, not to deteſt her own character, i in con- 


templating yours. Heaven preſerve you for 


the delight of your ſovereigns, the ſervice of 
your friends, and the juſtification of fortune ; 
who, by your ſingle example, may defend 
herſelf ſufficiently from all Former accuſa- 
tions. . 

I rejoice that the Counts Valmerana 9⁰ 
on ſo well; and rejoice the more, at their good 
fortune being derived from you. I have not 
the honour to know them; and my zeal for 
their ſervice is the child of the Venetian Am- 
baſſador, Who entreated me to recommend 


them. I have told ſo many people that 1 


have an affection for you, and you have ſaid 
to ſo many others, that you have a regard for 
me, that at preſent every body knows it. 
Vol. 11, RE Hence 
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Hence it is, that T am ſo continually beſieged 
by perſons who with me to peſter you with 
recommendations. T defend myſelf from 
theſe attacks like a lion; and yet there are 
caſes in Which it is impoſſible to drive it into 
ſotrie people's heads, that two lines of recom- 
mendation cannot be refuſed without rudeneſs 
and inhumanity. Now-in ſuch ſtreights it 
5s hecelfary, that we ſhould agree not to re- 
gard every letter as a draught on friendſhip, 
which'tnuſt be paid by trouble and inconve- 
nience, any more than we mean to wear 
the livery of every owl to whom we ſay, 
Four ſer bant. Whenever you ſhall ſeriouſly 
permit me to make uſe of your friendſhip, I 
will advertiſe you of it in a confidential let- 
ter; and without this previous advice, I en- 
treat you not to regard my recommendations 
as transfers of your friendſhip: otherwiſe I 
hall be full of remorſe, and think myſelf im- 
portunate, to the perſon in the world whoſe 
kindneſs I ſhould be moſt un wyillingly to abuſe. 
I have told Bonns that his muſic ſucceed- 
ed, without entering into other circumſtan- 
ces, hich would perhaps have mortified him. 
If ever he Ihbüld hear ati thüng of its miſ- 
carriage, T hall then explain the facts, and 
convince Him, that neceffity, not diſapproba- 


of OH 

tion, occaſioned the variation which haps 
pened. In the mean time, I am vnwilling 
to apply the remedy before the diſeaſe is felt. 

I do' not mean to exact from you the 
ſmalleſt ſacrifice in behalf of the Duke di 
ſanta Eliſabetta. I mentioned him to you 
without a ſecond intention. This nobleman 
has long reſided at Vienna. He was fre- 
quently at the. Counteſs d' Aithan's conuenſa- 
Ziont ; is very ſtudious, and particularly fond 
of poetry. Hence, by means. of talking 
much together, we acquired a kind of fami- 
liarity, This made me remember to men- 
tion him to you, when I found he was going 
to Madrid ; not without a little of that envy 
which I feel for all thoſe who have the hap- 
pineſs to ſee and embrace you. But put no 
kind of violence on your inclination; do by 
him juſt as you would, if I had never men- 
tioned him to you; as I have abſolutely no 
other wiſh, than that of leaving my incom- 
parable Gemello to his inclinations. 
Vour laſt letter found me in an epheme- 
ral fever, which obliged me to keep the 
houſe for ſome days, and prevented me from 
anſwering you as ſoon as I wiſhed: Thank 
heaven I am now better, but the poor head 
Wr Be thank- 


F 2 ful 


x longer to-day : as, according to my preſent 


Ws 
ful for this, if I do not plague you much 


humour, you would not otherwiſe WAFS come 
off ſo eaſily. WTR, 

Adieu, therefore, for this time. I do not 
entreat your love: as after ſuch certain and 


frequent proofs, it would be ingratitude to 


doubt of it. But I beg you, however, to 
believe, that my gratitude, friendſhip, and 
affection for you, exceed all bounds; and 


that with an une xampled conſtancy, I ſhall 


be eternally yours. 


LETTER VI. 
ro THE SAME. 


Tnovon I reſpect your occupations, and 


try, as much as poſſible, to avoid the de- 
' corous title of tireſome ; Yet I cannot refrain, 
every now and then, from giving you a 


tranſient embrace, at leaſt. Juſt to awaken 


in you the idea of our tender friendſhip. 
This temptation is (conſtant ; but it is en- 
(creaſed to a' moſt; violent degree, when any 
one either ſpeaks or writes to me about you. 
This fame Duke 41 Santa Eliſabetta, has 
talked ſo much to me of your being juſtly 


adored 
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adored by the Spaniſh nation, and of your 
affection for me, that, though I knew theſe 
particulars perfectly before, yet I want to 
hear them repeated every inſtant. Circum- 
ſtanced as you are, to have converted into 
love, that malignant fermentation which 
has contaminated all the poor deſcendants of 
Adam, with the indigeſtion of the unfortu- 
nate apple, is an enterpriſe which has few 
examples. All the reſt may be aſcribed to 
fortune; but this can only have been accom- 
pliſhed by yourſelf. I have not now the 

leaſt doubt of it: my accounts are too cone 
| ſtant, numerous, and conſiſtent. If they 
are falſe, the whole univerſe muſt have con- 
ſpired in deceiving me: a og r im- 
poſſible. 

We ſhall here have re deten at court, 
on St. Thereſa's day, my Clemenza di Tito. 
The command from my moſt auguſt patro- 
neſs, has been ſo entirely unexpected, that, 
from the extreme ſhortneſs of the time, it 
will be miſerably executed. The ſingers, 
who have been collected in eight days, are 
not equal to the enterpriſe for which they 
are called. They either conſiſt of people 
unknown, or worſe. The Caſarini, the 
Marini, the Ghiringella, the Curioni, Ma- 

F 3 riannino, 


* 

Mariannino, and Ottani, a painter, are the 
heroes and heroines of this feſtival (5). The 
compoſer is a certain Adolfati, a Venetian, 
ſettled at Genoa; all fruits wholly foreign 
to our climate. I ſhall give you no account 
of their ſucceſs, becauſe in ſuch caſes, every 
one is endowed with the gift of prophecy. 

Previous to this performance, I ſhall go 
into the country, to refreſh my lungs with 
the balfamic air of the mountains of Mora- 
via, in order to fortify my ſtomach for the 


doſe, But I ſhould neither have been able 


to hope for a fortunate journey, nor advan- 
tage from my reſidence, if I had ſtirred with- 
out embracing my dear Gemello, and thank- 
ing him for his partiality to me, which I 
hear from all quarters. You may ſafely be- 
lieve that mine is perfectly reciprocal, and 


that I neither will nor can be otherwiſe than 


yours, 


(5) The Ceſarini was here in 1746, as ſecond woman, 


and the Curioni in 1755, as third, and were in no higher 
fayour with the Engliſh, than with Metaſtaſio, Of Ot, 


tani ſome account is given, in the Ialian Mufical Tour, 
art, Torn, 


LET. 


Vienna, September 11, 1753, 
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LE PTE RV: 
"TO, THE saug. 


I wrsn to anſwer your letter of the 22d of 
laſt month, moſt amply, with reſpect to 
your indiſpoſition; and very briefly, on ac- 
count of my own. But what my poor head 
will ſuffer me to do I know not; fo cruelly 
has it been tormented for theſe four days 
paſt, by my uſual tenfion of nerves, which 
irritate me, from time to time, beyond that 
portion of patience with which IT am fur- 
niſhed for common inſults. But you are not 
to blame; and it is not fair that you ſhould 
be puniſhed with tireſome complaints of my 
ailments, What I ſpeak and write to you, 
my dear friend, is what I think, not what 
I fay; and I do not write all, leſt I ſhould 
be thought by thoſe who are not acquainted 
with me, one of the common worſhippers of 
your fortune : which I only love in you, as 
an inſtrument, by means of which you diſ- 
cover the good qualities of your heart: 
among which I muſt, for my own ſake, 
enumerate the admirable conſtancy of your 


friendſhip. | | 
F 4 If 
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If it is true that you are pleaſed at all the 
world knowing it, you may be perfectly 
ſatisfied ; for our reciprocal affection is ſo 
public in every part of Europe, that I am 
perpetually teazed by different people from 
Naples, Rome, Venice, Milan, and a hun- 
dred other parts of Italy and Germany, to 
implore your protection. I am extremely 
flattered by this; but aſſure you, that I fre- 
quently paſs for a miſanthrope, for not add - 
ing my importunities to the too great num- 


ber of thoſe with which you mulſt be con- 


ſtantly peſtered. 

Before I received your minute 3 
I was informed of the royal pomp and maſ- 
terly exactneſs, with which my Semiramide, 
thanks to your experience and aſſiduity, was 
brought on the ſtage. I am pleaſed, but not 
ſurpriſed ; it is eaſy to foreſee the reception 
of what you undertake. 

You haye treated with Jomelli in your own 
way, and he has fulfilled the articles in his: 
that is to ſay, like a Slocłbead of the firſt claſs. 
1 pity him; but his indolence js ſo exceſſiye, 
that it produces all the effects of malice. ] 


fear that fortune will be tired of favouring | 


him. God ſend he may ever ſubdue this in- 
firmity. In the mean time, I applaud your 
| reſolution 
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reſolution” of never again uſing ſo uncertain 
an inſtrament. Signora Mingotti will many 
times in her life regret the banks of the 
Manzanare, which ſhe now ſo unadviſedly 
abandons. I believe the ſacred words neſci- 
tis quid petatis, are particularly applicable to 
this kind of people. 

I wrote you word ſometime ago, that the 
Mattei was a woman not without merit; 
but I did not conceal from you, that I ſhould 
have wiſhed for a little more dignity in her 
figure and voice. Both are good, but not 
quite ſufficient for, the firſt parts. However, 
ſcarcity has ſeconded her pretenſions in Italy. 

I hope the will not have the imprudence 
to overate herſelf in negotiating with you for 
the theatre royal. I am not in a ſituation to 
aſſiſt you in treating with her, as we are 
not in correſpondence. She has made all 
Italy believe that I was in love with her: a 
falſity which does fuch diſcredit to my good 
taſte, . has ſo much offended me, that I have 
never anſwered the letters ſhe has written to 
me, for fear of giving weight to a fable 
which has no foundation in truth. If you 
ſhould ſee her, you wi ul judge, and do n 
to your frienc. 


I ſhall 


without another word on the ſubject. 7 


(N 


J ſhall turn the circumciſion of Alexander 
in my thoughts. But my dear Gemello, 


the enterpriſe frightens me; for this drama 
is all action, not words. The ſcenes are ſo 
connected, that retrenching any one, would 
diſlocate the machine. 

lf Semiramis was long, what opera can 
be ſhort? However, what is the work 1 


would not undertake to pleaſe you? I muſt 


tell you, however, that the obſtinate perſe- 
cutions of my head will not permit much 
application. I ſhould be inconſolable, if | 


acted the part of Jomelli, 


I beg you will preſent my affectionate and 


conſtant reſpects to Monfgnar Migazzi, and 


to the Duke of Santa Elizabetta; I envy you 
their company, as much as I envy them the 
enjoyment of yours. Oh that I could once 
more embrace my dear Gemello ! But how 
I rave? Theſe are poetical ideas; and yet 
I will give way to as much hope, as will 
cheriſh a wiſh of which I would not be de- 


prived. Adieu, my excellent Gemello, Pity 


my head, and believe me, &. 
P. S. I directed your letter to our Porpora, 


and he has ſent me the incloſed in anſwer, 


without a word to myſelf: and forward it, 


11 
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"I Saffone / Haſſe } left this place about two 
months ago. He ſpoke much to me about 
you, and with that eſteem that is your due. 
However, he ſeemed extremely mortified, 
that you had anſwered none of the letters he 
had written to you. I ſuggeſted to him, that 
it was likely they had miſcarried, and he 
| begged of me to inform you'of them, I ful 
fill my promiſe to a man Who deſerves as 
much confideration for his character and 
manners, as for his profeſſional excellence. 


Vans, November 305 17 $ * 


LETTER R. 


TO THE SAME. 


I Have now to anſwer your moſt affeo- 
tionate letter of the 11th of November, with 
which I received a copy of Semiramis, in its 
Spaniſh dreſs. I thank you for your kind 
attention, and proceed to anſwer your re- 
queſt, 

When! wrote ha I tried to PI 
the parts of Adriano and Farnaſpe as equal 
as poſſible ; as well as thoſe of Emirena and 
Sabina. Indeed Adriano and Sabina are, in 
fact, the principal characters: they form the 

principal 
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principal ſubject of the drama, and their im- 
portance becomes more conſiderable, as the 
buſineſs advances, Notwithſtanding this, 


from the vivacity of the firſt ſcenes of Far- 
naſpe, all the fingers have been deceived, and 


have often made me the ſame requeſt as you 


do at preſent. It ſeems a matter of choice 
whether Adriano and Sabina, or Farnaſpe 
and Emirena, are regarded as the principal 


parts. But in fact, Adriano is the title of 
the opera, and between him and Sabina the 


principal buſineſs is tranſacted. Emirena is 
only introduced to try the virtue of Adriano, 
who finally vanquiſhes himſelf; and this tri- 


umph of his virtue, is the action repreſented. 


The diſtribution therefore of the parts, de- 
pending more on policy than ſcience, does 
not ſeem to belong to me; who not being on 
the ſpot, am ignorant of many circumſtances 
neceſſary to be known, previous to a deciſion. 
All I can ſay with ſincerity is, that if I were 


a firſt: man finger, I would repreſent the part 


of Adriano, and if a female Siren, it would 
pleaſe me more to be a Roman Empress, 
full of generoſity and virtue, than a fla ve, 
enamoured like a cat. 

I have already e this; firſt act of 


Aleſſandro. Oh what a butchery ! 1 have 
91 cut 


4 


o- 
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cut out two hundred and fixty-fix verſes, 
and three airs. My dear Gemello, this moſt 
ungrateful buſineſs ſhould not have been 
mine. To make one's felf a Eunuch with 
one's own hands, is à ſacriſice of which 
there are few examples. But it muſt be 
done, and I hope the dp pa Win re- 
ceive advantage from it. 
You, cannot poſſibly with more for a new 
opera of my writing, than I to furniſh, your 
with one; and I have it always in my 
thoughts; but not to tire you with the re- 
petition of all the cock and bull ſtories which 
I have formerly told you, I beg of you to re- 
flect, that on the birth- day of my auguſt 
miſtreſs, there was, an opera repreſented here 
at court, and this opera Was La Clemenza; di 
Tito. This text needs no comment. Addio. 
trrf? | nm 5 1 


No more than, two letters to hs friend 
Filippbii, of this year, have been preſerved; 

Phe firſt is not very important; but the 
| ſecond, which concerns the long meditated 
edition of his works, by Rabj of Turin, will 
furniſh the reader. with the author's own 


ideas of all his produRtons, which were then 
way, for the press. 
ö 'L . T- 


'L E T E R X. ba 

_ 10 810. FILIPPONI.. 

Your laſt letter of the 14th of April, af- 
forded me very great pleaſure, like all the 
reſt, except that this was rendered unuſually 
reliſhing, by long faſting from your literary 
food. There has not been the leaſt change 
m my health, either for better or worſe, in 
the courſe of the whole winter, and fpring. 
I have been nearly eight years at war with 
my hypochondriac complaints; but, in ſpite 
of ſuch long trials, we have never yet 

found the way to an accommodation. In 
other reſpects, I eat, fleep, and in the midſt 
of the moſt cruel attacks, put ſo good a face 
on the matter, that I am more regarded 
with en vy than pity. The beſt of it is, that 
I give myſelf no more trouble in trying to 
get rid of theſe torments, as hope has en- 
tirely left me. I reckon that I ſhall have a 
hump- hack, which I am diſpoſed to carry 
patiently, for the reſt of my life, with as 
much care and grace as poſſible (7). 

*70 Twenty years after this letter was written, the poet 


was ſomewhat curved by agb but his Clerical! cloak of 


Abate, nn. 54% 10t 8. 
I | "F ons 
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I was. very glad to ſee the Italic type of 
your Rab, becauſe it makes me hope that 
the Roman will be as good. Indeed I thould 
adviſe him to uſe the latter for the verſe. 
The firſt will pleaſe learned Italians, but all 
the reſt of Europe, particularly the ladies, 
prefer the Roman. I ſhall be glad to ſee 
a proof; at all events the edition will be 
{een by our great grand-children, and we 
ſhall hear of it in the Elyſian fields. I thank 
you for the beautiful ſonnet which you com- 
municated to me, and partake of the pain 
it has coſt you; but we muſt not unbind the 
wounds. 


Vienna, May 75 1753. 


„LE 
ro THE SAME. 


In ſpite of all the eloquence of your ex- 
cellent letter of the zoth of June, I would 
not have you flatter yourſelf that your, hy- 
pochondria is worthy of being compared 
with mine; for this plain reaſon, that it ad- 
mits of deſeription. The complaints which 
honour me with their moſt vigilant company, 
diſdain the limits of eloquence, unleſs theſe 


evils ſhould be like wives, each of whom; 
| they 


(% ) 
they ſay is thought by the. enn more 
ugly than his neighbour's. |. 

The ſpecimen ſent me of the "I 
ed to be uſed by Sig. Rady. is entirely to my 
ſatisfaction. I ſhall ſend him a liſt of all 

that I have written, or rather of all that has 
been publiſhed for mine. And he will dif- 
tribute to each volume the operas and dra- 
matic compoſitions, as well ſacred as pro- 
fane, according to the bulk of its contents; 
which by a mixture of long and ſhort, may 
eaſily be rendered uniform. In ſhort, the 
following ſeems the proper arratigement. 
All the Dramatic poetry, ſacred and profane, 
long and ſhort, ſhould be aſſigned to the 
firſt volumes; ſo that each may contain four 
or five pieces at moſt ; mixing Oratorios, oc- 
caſional pieces, or other dramatic compo- 
ſitions, ſufficient to render the volume of a 
proportionate ſize, without attention to chro- 
nology, which is of no conſequence to the 


author or reader (). 


(4) Such an attention, however, would have been of 
great uſe to a muſical hiſtorian, in aſcertaining the time 
'when a great compoſer or ſinger firſt began to flouriſh. ; 

and in the laſt edition of his works, printed at Paris after 
his own memorandums, the time when, as well as occa- 
ſion and place where, each of his re "ow was 


by, Nn have been recorded. Al eli 
Is After 


(8 ) 

After theſe, the Lyric poetry could have 
place: that is, the Cantatas, Sonnets, and 
Canzonets: And, finally; the pieces which 
have been printed at Venice, by Bettinelli, in 


the third volume of his quarto edition, under 
the title of Additions. By theſe are implied 


whatever I wrote at a premature age, or 


rather in my puerile ſtate ; as the wagedy of 
Juſtin. Pray deſire him to place theſe 
abominable Additions at the end of all the 
reſt, preceded by the Venetian printer's ad- 
vertiſement; with this running title at the 
top of the page; (like act i. act ii, &c.) 
in order, when the book is opened by chance, 
that my childiſh productions may not be aſ- 


cribed to mature age. I have reduced into 
a better form, Didone, Adriano, Semiramide; 


and have added a fourth character to the 
Ballo Cineſe. 1 have written a ſhort drama 
for Madrid, entitled L'1fola diſabitata. 1 
have collected my cantatas, and freed them 
from the blunders of the preſs; adding ſome 
inedited pieces, and excluding thoſe that have 
been falſely aſcribed to me. All theſe I 
ſhall make no difficulty in communicating. 
to Sig. Rab /; but he muſt appoint ſomebody 


in Vienna ' to tranſcribe and tranſmit them 
to him. 


VOL. 11. 3 Say 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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Say! to the en e and ami- 
able and ſerene little Nun, in my name, all 
that a, tender friend, ther, and. huſband, 
can ſuggeſt. 

Vienna, July, 26, 1753 


{| 
LETTER XL 
10 THE ABATE PASQUINI. 


' Your gratitude goes beyond the pillars of 
Hercules, and 1 dare not ſtop ſhort of you ; 
a good journey to you: and may, I ſee, you 
well at your return. 

Aſſiſted by the 8 of ſome gra- 
cious expreſſions in your letter, I have con- 
triyed to introduce a converſation concern- 
ing your affair with the Count de Richecourt, 
hoping by this means to ſhorten the long 
period of formality for which you have ſuch: 
an averſion. He laughed, applauded, and 
allowed that you merited the Iſland of Bara- 
taria; but ſaid that it was impoſſible to dif. 
penſe with the forms conſecrated by cuſtom. 
So, my dear friend, make uſe of him with 


oxcogomy,, ! that he may not fail vou at your 
need. 


All I can do, wit be 488 dut that a i 

an atom, impalpable to the will which I 
have to ſerve you. Vou are hot likely to 
grow fat upon fuch zeal; but it Will at 
ſeaſt be a manifeſtation of the conſtancy, and 
ſincerity, with which I thall ever be Fours. 


Vienna, July 10 753 


No writer ſeems to have frained | compli 
ments and felicitations with more grace, 
facility, and elegance, than out authors 

The brother of his friend, Si. Argeroids » 
hers, the banker at Rome, having at, this 


time, been created a Cerdinaly produced the 45 


two following letters. 


LETTER XII. 
TO $IG, ARGENVILLIERS, 


You know how much I owe you, and are 
not ignorant of my affectiom; you have 
therefore in your hands the meaſure of my 
joy at the deſerved promotion of your moſt 
worthy brother to the ſacred purple. Indeed 
my joy is ſo exceſſive, that it has degenerated 
into the temerity of writing to Him, without 

| = a ſufficient 


0:9 
a ſufficient title to his indulgence for ſuch 4 
liberty. Do you, my dear friend, make my 
- apology for the impropriety of this tranſport. 
If you beheve that the incloſed letter will 
not offend, ſeal, preſent, and honour it with 
the advantage of your countenance but if 
you ſhould be of a different opinion, ſpare 
me the ſhame of becoming importunate, by 
too great an eagerneſs to ſhew my reſpect 
and veneration : 1 ſhall patiently await your 
deciſion. 

Envy, which is one of the leaſt defects of 
which I feel myſelf culpable, has, however, a 
little diſturbed me at the number of friends 
who are ſurrounding you on this occaſion: 
And why cannot I be of the number? Pa- 
tience ! 


LETTER XIV. 


TO THE SAME. 


I'navs now to anſwer your moſt obliging 
letter of the 27th of November, which con- 
firms the well merited promotion of his 
Eminence the Cardinal your brother, and the 
enlightened diſcernment of his Holineſs, who 
would not allow ſo uſeful an inſtrument to 

3 be 
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be far from the throne, I take ſo much part 

in this event, that it ſeems as if I partici- 
pated of the advantages, and the honour, 
May you, my dear friend, to the utmoſt ex- 
tent of my wiſhes, enjoy a pleaſure ſo ſolid, 
and ſo much approved by all good men! 
Continue your affection for me, and preſent 
to his Eminence, your brother, my moſt 
rel] n duty. 

Vienna, December 27, 1753. 


LETTER XV. 


To SIG. FILIPPONI. 


I was obliged. to defer anſwering your 
laſt letter of the 15th of December, by the 
impediment of a little voyage to Parnaſſus, 
which I have been conſtrained to make 
againſt my will, and which has been attend- 
ed with more pains than profit. I am now 
to expiate the mora, ſacculo parato. 

You, who have procured me the ineſtim- 
able favours, with which the worthy 
Abate Pajini, and his moſt noble ſociety 
have honoured me, will I hope, return them, 
in my name, with the ſame eloquence, the 
moſt * ely proteſtations of my gratitude and 

G ; | reſpect, 
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reſpect, without parſimony of expreſſions 3 
and, as a proof of my acknowledgements, 
adviſe them ſincerely, on my part, to deſiſt 
from the defign of honouring my writings - 
with a Turin republication. There are 
already in every city of Italy, more editions 
than contribute to my credit. Ihey can be 
purchaſed every where at the loweſt price, 
and I am certain, that this noble ſociety 
would run the riſk of being great loſers, in 
; ſpite of their moſt prudent precautions of a 
{mall ſize, infignificant cuts, the addition of 
inedited pieces, and dedications, &c. But 
what ought chiefly, and abſolutely, to deter 
them, i is the new edition printing at Paris, of 
which I have ſeen ſeveral proofs, and which 
is fo far advanced, that it will be publiſhed 
in a very ſhort time. 


| Vienna; 14, 1754: 
LETTER XVI. 
54 I THE SAME. 

Tun friendly impatience of my dear Fi- 
lipponi at my filence, ſweetly ſtimulates ac- 
tivity, and exacts from me a moſt grateful - 
acknowledgement. Your letters are always 
_ moſt 


* 
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moſt acceptable to ine, and I hbuld were e. 


quently deſerve them, if the number of 
Italians who peſter me with their correſ- 
pondence, allowed me a moment's leiſure on 
poſt days. But my dear friend, I am the 
butt at which all the inſects of Parnaſſus are 
conſtantly ſhooting. I leave the chief part 
of them to hum and buz, at their pleaſure ; 
but thoſe whom the indiſpenſible rules of ſo- 
ciety oblige me to reſpect, are more than ſuf- 
ficient to abſorb all my time and patience. 
I know that I am not only ſure of your for- 
giveneſs, but compaſſion. ' I-ought to have 
anſwered the Paris editor of my works tis 
months ago; but have not been able to ob- 
tain a moment for that purpoſe. God knows 
What this good chriſtian. will ſay of me. 
And, indeed, what will you ſay of me? The 
hiſtory is not long. The impreſſion ought 
to have been out next month; but I fear 
that my involuntarily delays will prevent it: 
l beg a thouſand tender compliments may 
be preſented in my name to. the venerable 
prieſteſs, and to all the facred and profane 
Filipponie family. My health deſerves no 
notice either from its good or bad ſtate; 1 
therefore haſtely embrace you, and beg the 
n continuance 
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cantinuance of your affection, and belief that 
Jam, &c, arf9:52 
| Vienna May 17, 1754: 


LETTE R XVII. 


. . = © 


[ - 
TO $1G. RANIERI DE CALSABIGI (/). 


Tux information with which Sig. Calſa- 
bigi has favoured me, concerning the elegant 
edition of all my poetical writings, of which 
he has lately been ſo obliging as to under- 
take the care, has not a little excited my 
vanity, Reaſoning in my own favour, as 
we are all but too prone to do, I flatter my- 
ſelf, that the enterpriſe implies ſome call for 


wy 1 The * panegyriſt, and afterwards dramatic rival: 
and cenſurer, of Metaſtaſio's ſtyle. He is author of 
the three operas of Orfeo, Alreſte and Paride, which were ſet 
by Gluck, in a new dramatic ſtyle, that has been adopted by 
the French, and violently . praiſed by all thoſe who love 
poetry better than muſic. The French who have frequently 
fine voices, but no great ſingers, do well to depreciate the 
vocal abilities of the Italians, which can enchant all other 
foreign nations, without their having the leaſt knowledge 
of the language in which they ſing. Indeed it is not 
merely the ſimplicity of Gluek's ſtyle that pleaſes the 
French, but the having formed it upon Lully and Rameav, 
to whoſe ONE TIN will long continue partial. 


my 
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my works: that this call promiſes, patrons 3 
and that theſe may perhaps procure them the 
general favour of ſo cultivated, ingenious, 
and enlightened a nation as that of France; 
an honour to which I never before durſt ele- 
vate my hopes, further than merely to keep 
deſire alive, To find therefore the ſuperin- 
tendance of this enterpriſe in ſuch expert and 
friendly hands as yours, aſſures me, that, in 
future, I ſhall have no errors but my own to 
bluſh for ; and not thoſe that, thanks to the 
ſhameful careleſſneſs of printers, abound in 
the numerous editions with Which it is 
hard to ſay, whether our country has hitherto 
perſecuted or diſtingui iſhed me. 

Though my OT tenderneſs may ſafe- 
ly confide in the affectionate tutelage which 
you have undertaken of my children, it is 
however my duty to endeavour to eaſe you 
as much as paflible of the weight and fatigue 
with which you have loaded yourſelf ; and 
not decline aſſiſting you as much as my in- 
diſpenſible employments, uncertain health, 
and great diſtance from the preſs, will allow, 

If it be true, that wholeſome council is of 
any value, I ſhall begin by adyiſing you not. 
to depend on the Venetian editions, not even 
that of 1733, in quarto, as to the opigiog of 


a: its 


6 
its ſuperiority over its corrupt followers, the 
the perpetuating many errors is due. Theſe 
editions have been multiplied from year to 
year, and augmented in fize, without my 
conſent, by cantatas, and canzonets, under 
my name, which I never wrote; or if mine, 
ſo lame, incorrect, and disfigured, that 1 
ſearcely could recogniſe them. 

Ihe editions therefore of Rome, Naples, 
Milan, Piacenza, and in ſhort, all that have 
come from the Italian preſs, copied from the 
early editions of Venice, add to their own, 
all the impurities of their muddy ſource. 

To render your edition ſuperior to every 
other, I ought to undertake a general correc- 
tion of all my writings, and tranſmit to you a 
fair copy of them: An enterpriſe which 1 
have no time to take in hand, nor you to 
wait for its completion. All I can therefore 
do, is merely to point out to you a few ſuch 
errors as, from their enormity, are fixed in 
my memory; and, afterwards, conſign and 
recommend to your learning, diligence, and 
friendſhip, the diſcovery and correction of 
the reſt. Who knows but I may be a gainer 
by this want of leifure, to do my own work ? 
your partiality for the author, may incline 
you fometimes to aſcribe to the printers, his 
own faults, and procure him corrections, 


I | which 
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which your delicacy would perhaps have de- 
prived him of, had you known their true 
origin. 

But that my whole aſlitance may not be 
reduced to mere advice, I ſend you, in th 
firſt place, a very correct tranſcript from the 
original MS. of my cantatas, which have 
either not been publiſhed, or are entirely 
freed from the injuries which they have long 
ſuffered from unſkilful hands. 

You have likewiſe LR CI NEst, formerly 
printed under the title of a dramatic compo- 
ſition, written as the prologue fo @ dance; but 
now augmented with a new character, Which 
by enlivening the buſineſs, and rendering 
the conduct of the piece more intereſting, 
may, perhaps, give it ſome ſmall preten- 
ſions to novelty. 

To this I add my ola diſabitata ; a drama 

in which I have ſtudiouſly tried to preſerve 
the unities, notwithſtanding the time of re- 
preſentation is ſtrictly limited to an hour. 
This, though lately printed at Madrid, has 
not yet appeared in = PE collection 
of my works. 

With theſe pieces you will receive Ge of 
my firſt dramas, new written; and, as 1 
think, conſiderably im proved. Theſe are 


Diaone, 
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Didone, Adriano, Semiramide, and Aleſſandro ; 
in which I thought there appeared ſome te- 
diouſneſs in the action, juvenile ambition in 
the ornaments, uncertainty in the characters, 
or coldneſs in the cataſtrophe ; defects which 
eaſily eſcape the thoughtleſſneſs of youth; 
put which are not ſo eaſily forgiven by that 
mature judgment which is derived from 
years and experience: an advantage which 
coſts us too much, not to make a good uſe 
of it. Finally, I tranſmit to you a faithful 
liſt of all my poetry of every kind, which 
has hitherto ſeen the light. And with the 
aſſiſtance of this, you may ſafely exclude 
from your edition, as ſpurious, thoſe pieces 
which, with too much generoſity, have been 
aſcribed to me in the Venetian editions. 

I ſhould have wiſhed, that none of my poeti- 
cal compoſitions might appear in the Paris 
impreſſion, which favoured too much of my 
adoleſcent ſtate; particularly the tragedy of 
Tuſlm, written by me at fourteen years of age. 
But ! foreſee that you would be unwilling 
to render your impreſſion leſs ample than the 
others; taught by experience, that the merit 
of an A is more frequently determined 
by the ſize, than contents. I beg of you, 


therefore, to ſpare my bluſhes as long as you 
can, 


E 


can, by throwing into the utmoſt confines of 
the laſt volume, all the pieces which were 
printed by Bettinelli in the firſt edition, under 
the title of Additions, and not forget to let 
them be prefaced by N W de- 
fence. 

Vou muſt not expect any new proteſta- 
tions of my gratitude, nor further recom- 
mendations of my writings to your care. I 
know that the firſt would be inſufficient, 
and the ſecond unneceſſary; I ſhall. there- 
fore add nothing to the ſincere aſſurances of 
regard, with which I have the honour to 
be, &c. : | _ 
| Vienna, March 9, 1754. 


LETTER XX. 
TO THE ABATE PASQUINI. 


You do me juſtice, in-beheving me ſincerely 
attached to you, and injure me much if you 
imagine that the infrequency of your letters 
can incline me to doubt of your affection. 

The proofs I have tried to give of my 
friendſhip, are ſureties for yours; and I defy 
all the filence of Harpocrates, to make me 
doubt of it. Notwithſtanding this, your 

letter 


( 94 ) 
letter was moſt welcome; as by its chearful 
complexion, I imagined that neither moral 
nor phyſical cauſes obliged you at preſent to 
exerciſe your patience, I congratulate my- 
ſelf as well as you, upon this; as I have 
conſtantly participated in all the rigour of 
your ill fortune. * | 

And ſo you are derbe to paſs from 
the ftage to the pulpit ? Bani avibus. Your 
extreme love of truth preceded this phenome- 
non. Happy you, who will be the Macftro - 
dr Capella, and the actor of your own dramas, 
and who will undertake to perſuade a people 
already perſuaded! If Sienna was a few 
ports nearer, I ſhould feel myſelf diabolically 
tempted to be converted by you; but at ſuch 
a diſtance, I can only recommend my con- 
verſion to your prayers, my friendſhip to 
your memory, and my ſervices to your com- 
mands. Adieu. | 
4 N 180 Vienna, May 27 7784. 
We muſt not omit the uſual annual ex- 
tracts from our Bard's letters to his friend 
the banker at Rome; ; to whom thoſe of 
buſineſs are generally embelliſhed with po- 
liteneſs, affection, and ſometimes with orig 


nal wit and pleaſantry. 


In 


C% 


In a letter written to him July 29th. of 
this year, after accounts were ballanced, he. 
ſays: « Thus all our buſineſs is. ſettled: to 
the preſent time, except, the uſeleſs and in- 
jurious excuſes with. which you. have affront- 

ed me: as if I could be uneaſy at ſo trifling 
a delay in remitting the uſual ballance of 
8 accounts! In the firſt. place, I ſhall 
fairly own to you, that I never had once 
thought of it; as my temperament correſ- 
ponds marvellouſly with my circumſtances, 
which have never oppreſſed me with many 
economical cares. And I muſt likewiſe tell 
you, that without i injuring yourſelf and me, 
you could not imagine that a man could be 
at all diſturbed about a paltry account, who 
knowing and loving you as. I do, would 
chearfully confide to you his whole ſelf, cer- 
tain of its being in better hands than his 
own. I therefore expect an excuſe for your 
excuſes, and inſiſt on it, that in future you 
believe me to be a better judge of the weight 
and worth of ſuch friends, as well as of my 
mne 8 you. Appeaſe me with . 
commiſſion. 810 

In his next letter to him, 1 9585 a 
of money placed to a man's own. credit is 
always fure of being well received. Con- 
$116 ſider 
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ſider then how welcome muſt that be which _ 


comes from you, who have the power, by 
your letters; of ſweetnitig every kind of loſs: 
return you my moſt fincere and lively 
thanks for your exactitude, and till more for 
that affectionate friendſhip which ammates 
your moſt indifferent expreſſions, and which 
I reckon the moſt pleaſant and profitable 
part of our | ititercourſe”—* The cold has 
driven me back to Vienna, without any ſen- 


ſible advantage from my excurſion this year 


into Moravia. I hope you have been more 
fortunate in your country retreat, and armed 
yourſelf againſt the aſſaults of winter, who 
has already ſent hither his precurſors.” — 
« Your affectionate letter of the 16th of laſt 
month, confirms, by your obliging ſolicitude 
for my health, the ſincerity of your love; a 
poſſeſhon of which I am more proud and 
jealous, than of the moſt precious of my ac- 
quiſitions. My extraordinary complaints, 
thank heaven, are ſubdued; and I now 
remain in the uſual moſt faithful company 
of habitual hypochondriacs, which, during 
many years have exerciſed my patience,” 
„Her Majeſty, my Patroneſs, was inclin 
to viſit Triefte, and Croatia, during the fine 
weather, and preparations were made for it; 
MOSES but 
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bit all at once the idea was abandoned, or 
at leaſt its execution deferred. Concerning 
a journey to Milan, I have not heard a ſylla- 
ble, nor do I believe it ever was in medita- 
tion, But if it were to take place, without 
a poſitive ſovereigu command, contrary to 
my repeated ſupplieations, I AED not t be 
in the ſuite, 

You cannot imagine dw inconvenient it 
would be, to ſuch a little inſect as me, to be 
obliged to follow the court. I have a journey 
to Rome in my head; but then it muſt be 
free, and tranquil, that I may enjoy with nx 
whole ſoul, the company of ſuch a worthy 
and dear friend as you are. In the mean 
time, receive my moſt affectionate ideal em · 
braces, and believe me &c." 


Metaſtaſio had been ſtimulated to think of 
a journey to Rome this year, not only by 
his filial affection for that city, and the 
many relations and friends it contained; but 
by a letter from the Marcheſe Partrizi, who 
had been defired by the Pope himſelf to in- 
vite him tinither; to which the Ig 18 
an anſwer, 


VOL. II, H | L E T- 


* 


( 99 ) 


Wea 0021; if: uu 
LETTER XIX. 
to THE MARCHESE GIOVANNI PATRI21. | 


. WirgovrT that natural ſenſibility of heart, 
with which I have been long tormented, my 
contagious commerce for 10 many years with 
the moſt violent paſſions, would haye been 
ſufficient to ſoften me : if, according to poet- 
ical canons, it is neceſſary to feel ourſelves, 
before we can communicate feeling to others; 
judge then of the effect of your ingenious, 
obliging, and unexpected letter. If a few 
ſimple lines from you, Sir, in teſtimony of 
that regard of which I am ſo ambitious, yet 
hopeleſs of meriting, were ſufficient to af- 
fect and agitate me, where was the neceſſi- 
ty of attacking me with all the ſeducing 
powers of eloquence ? why overpower me 
with arms againſt which there is no de- 
fence ? The exaggeration of the duties of 
a citizen towards his country ; the diſplay of 
.reciprocal friendſhip ; of the ties of blood; 
and the malicious incitement of my poetical 
vanity, by aſſurances of a flattering reception 
Kauen the ue, v were ſtimuli more than fuf- 
8 ficient 


6 
fkeient to diſtreſs me. But not content with 
theſe, determined on victory, to oppreis me, 
pyou preſent to my mind, not only the be- 
nevolent ſovereign remembrance, but almoſt 
the beneficent impatience of a prince, whom 
I not only venerate with the ſubmiſſion of a 
ſubject, but reſpect with the gratitude of a 
diſciple, and honour with the reverence of a 
ſon. If no other victory was propoſed, than 
to inflame me with the deſire of once more 
viſiting the Tarpeian rock, I was vanquiſhed | 
before the aſſault was made. I love my 
country; remember my friends; have a ten- 
der affection for my kindred; and am not ex- 
empt from the vanity of my peers ; and pro- 
poſe, as the ſummit of all felicity, to obtain 
that deſired kiſs, which I always flatter my- 
ſelf I ſhall ſome time or other impreſs upon 
the moſt holy foot. But who, my moſt re- 
ſpected Marquis, who can do all that be wiſhes ? 
Of the Pope it may be ſaid : omnia poteſt ; 
but never of a poor inſect of Parnaſſus, like 
me, obliged to proportion his deſires exactly 
with his faculties. If-you ſhould happen to 
think that I have a hundred horſemen on the 
banks of the er, as Aleſſandro Guidi had on 
thoſe of Alphoeus, you do my ſtable too 
much. honour, which is by no means ſo 
H'2 magnificently 
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magnificently furniſhed. Beſides, my jour- 
ney muſt be by land, on which we do 
On OO in the clouds. 2.3 
know that to a gentleman who in his 
travels has metited the praiſe of Ulyſles : 
Lui mores hominum multorum vidit et urbes, 
the difficulties of a little journey from Vien- 
na to Rome, appears ridiculous ; but in the 
firſt place, it muſt be remembered, that I 
am no longer in that ardent time of life, 
when inconveniences are the foundation of 
pleaſure; and that what vigour remains muſt 
not be laviſhed imprudently, as it is ſuffici- 
ently diminiſhed daily, by the treachery of 
time. Beſides that, 1 have been a bird of 
court, almoſt ab immemorabili; not one in the 
woods, but uſed to eaſe, comfort, and repoſe; 
and. unable to fly here and there, at a ven- 
ture, expoſed to all the ſeverities of the 
ſeaſon ; ſo that to be ſafe conducted, I muſt 
be tranſported in my cage, with my water- 
glaſs, and keeper, to ſupply my wants. But 
to leave all theſe filly metaphors, I have 
ved four and twenty years under the au- 
ſpices of an adorable ſovereign, who ſup- 
ports me with a munificence, more worthy 
of herſelf than of me. A fovereign, who 
ben ſurrounded by the new cares of a 

Gust a en. throne, 
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throne, and attacked by all the powers of 
the univerſe, not only deigned to think of, 
but provide for me. A ſovereign Whom 
then it became my duty to follow through, 
all the viciſſitudes of fortune, and to refuſe, 
as I did, during the moſt violent rage of the 
tempeſt, to enter at any of the doors which 
were ſpontaneouſly thrown open for. me in 
the different courts of Europe. A ſovereign, 
in ſhort, who, at the very time that T bluſhed 
at the uſeleſſneſs of my employment, never 
ceaſed conferring benefits on me, and giving 
public and repeated teſtimonies of her con- 
ſtant clemency and diſpoſition to ſerve me. 
Tell me now, my dear Marquis, whether 
the repugnance which I feel to the aſk- 
ing ſuch a Patroneſs leave to abſent myſelf 
from her, even for a few months, ariſes from 
a romantic delicacy, or from that ſenſe of duty 
which belongs to an honeſt man? And can 
I with propriety aſk this permiſſion, when 
the moſt auguſt and flouriſhing Imperial 
family, which, favoured by heaven, is happi- 
ly become numerous, begins to be initiated 
in our language, and in the myſteries of har- 
mony, and to make me daily hope for an 
opportunity for the exerciſe of my obedience? 
#3 Would 
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70 Would it be believed? and yet, amidſt | 


all theſe moſt ſolid reaſons to the contrary, 
a voyage to Rome is not only deſirable, but 


my longing to put it in practice rendered 


ph impatient, by the difficulty to gratify 

Heuer the preſent neceſſity of diſobey- 
2 your obliging command, nil mibi reſeri- 
bas, attamen ipſe veni, does not keep imagi- 
nation idle; I already enjoy the hoſpitality 
which you ſo generouſly have prepared forme; 
J paſs with you through all the triumphal 
ſtreets of my dear Rome: I breathe the ve- 
nerable air of the Vatican; et quo non pofſum 
corpore, mente feror. This, my dear Mar- 
fu, is at 1 all I am allowed to enjoy. 

| n 1754" 


This invitation to Nome, is further ex- 
plained i in the following letter. 


LETTER XX. 


F 10 THE ABATE PASQUINT. 
Tux ſmiling deſcription of your paſtoral 


life, has made me with to adopt it ; particu- 
larly when I reflected on the chearful hu- 
mour it had inſpired, ſo different from that 


which uſed to reign in your letters. I con- 
gratulate you on the occaſion, and hope the 
apoſtolic 


C wx 
maths nen will occaſion, 10 ere 
tion. 

It is 2 true, Pro at Avda 
Florence, Milan, and indeed through all 
Italy, there has been a report, that I intend- 
ed viſiting my native country: and this has 
circulated during three or four months, with- 
out my being able to trace its origin: But, 
on the contrary, it is moſt true, that I have 
no otherwiſe thought of it, than I have done 
for theſe four and twenty years paſt ; that is, 
always propoſing this journey, but never re- 
ſolving upon it. The fable has gone ſo far, 
that the Servus ſer vorum has made the Mar- 
quis Patrizi write to me on the ſubjecti His 
Holineſs was formerly my maſter, during 
my apprenticeſhip at the Forum; and I 
ſhould be very glad to ſee him again, now 
he is become maſter of all the faithful ; but 
though this is a with in the catalogue of 
honeſt ' defiderata, yet it muſt not be blindly 
indulged. I have a million of little impedi- 
ments, which, united together, become ay 
invincible as the hairs in the tail of the Ser- 
torian horſe, I do not, however, relinquiſh 
the hope; and if ever I quit my ſhell, you 
will ſee me at your Formiano*, I wiſh you 

113 „ Anthill, Tune dane 

1 4 a more 
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' a more abundant crop from your pulply; that | 


you gathered from your fields. I thank you 
for your affectionate remembrance, and aſ- 
ſure, you that your generous acknowledge- 
ments are far behind my with to ſerve you, 
ws my ſurpaſſes my abilities, 

| Vienna, Re "9 1754. 


LETTER XXL. 


To the Cavaries MonTEcuccoLt, on bis 


Sending bim a copy of CHELONIDES, a frage- 
dy written by Monſignor SABATINI, Bisex 
of Modena, 


| Truanxs to you, maſt abliging Count, for 


| your precious gift of the beautiful Chelonides, 
and for the communication of the ſecret, 


I am proud of the keenneſs of my ſcent, 
From the firſt time that I was permitted ta 
peruſe it, I diſcovered the judgment, know- 
ledge, and ſolidity, of the author. I gave it a 


ſecond reading, and found new beauties and 


new motives for admiration, in the maſterly 
manner with which our unknown tragio 
writer paſſes through an unfortunate. and 
ryined country, in which ſo few have ven: 

4 tured 


c ins 
tured to a The truth of the n 


ters, the juſt ſucceſſion of ideas, the very 
natural conduct of the piece, without being 
common, and above all, the conſtancy with 
which learning is always made ſubſervient 
to reaſon, not reaſon to learning, as is uſual 
with thoſe who make amends for weakneſs 
of intelle&, by ſtrength of memory: All 
theſe, without a guide, would have conducted 
me to the ſource of ſuch a perfect compo- 
ſition, If the divulging the ſecret is not to 
be kept a ſecret, I beg the Envoy will con- 
gratulate the moſt worthy author in my 
name, and confeſs to him, that I bleſs myſelf 
that juſtice has been done to his merits of 
other kinds; particularly, as it has freed me 
from the danger of ſo formidable a rival. I 
hope ſoon to confirm, in perſon, to the En- 
voy, my reſpectful ſentiments of IE: 
and am, 2. 


v July 28, 1754 
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Nis. 
LETTER XXII. 
TO A FRIEND AT ROME, 


7 Nuncio being at Veſpers, and other- 
wiſe buſy in the ſacred accupations of the 
day, has communicated to me the letter 
which you have written to him, and com- 
miſſioned me to thank you for it in his name. 
J do this with the more pleaſure, knowing 
the kindneſs which this worthy, prelate has 
for you, and the readineſs with which, in 
preference to many others, he has appointed 
you to be his ſecretary. And as I am very 
anxious that you ſhould fill this office with 
ſatisfaction to him, and profit to yourſelf, I 
think it right to advertiſe you, confidentially, 
of ſome few particulars which it may be of 
importance for you to know, previous. to 
your becoming the. ſecretary of a public 
miniſter 3 which is certainly very different, 
from that of a perſon i in a private ſtation. 

It ſeems neceſſary that you ſhbuld always 
carefully avoid prefaces and introductions to 
your letters, particularly thoſe of negociation; 
but, with an open frankneſs, ſhould enter di- 

| 3 | | rectly 
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rectly on the buſineſs; manifeſting, even inthe 
firſt line, that you are a perfect maſter of the 
ſubject, and ſuppreſſing whatever may appear 
ſuperfluous and epiſodical. But in being as 
ſhort and Iaconic as the nature of the buſi- 
neſs will allow, take care to omit no eſſen- 
tial circumſtange ; and try with the moſt 
natural 3 Ay to give a graceful and 
pleaſing turn to whatever you write. One 
happy expreſſion. is ſufficient to enliven a 
whole letter, And, in your thoughts and 
language, you ſhould, try to riſe above the 
common, without adopting. ſuch phraſes and 
modes of expreſſion as are no longer in uſe, 
The books uſed by perſons attached to the 
Carps diplomatique ſhould merely furniſh your 
firſt inſtructions. You ſhould ſelect and 
form to yourſelf : ſomething that ſeems new, 
without extravagance, Monſignor the Nun- 
cio has a particular affection for men of wit 
and ingenuity; and I am confident, that you 
are ſufficiently gifted with both, to ſuit his 
diſpoſition in an eminent degree, as he has 

likewiſe a particular paſſion for the belles 
lettres. | 
I ſhall detain you no longer, and flatter 
myſelf, that you will receive theſe hints from 
one, who having long reſided in this diſtant 
country, 


( 108 ) 
try, has had an opportunity of making ſuch 
obſervations on the miniſtry, as may intitle 
him to pardon from a friend like you, for 
the liberty he now takes. 


A . "© 


© This letter ſeems to have been addreſſed 

to the Abate Taruff, on his being appointed 
by the poet's recommendation, auditor and 
 fecretary of legation to Monſignor Viſconti, 
the Pope's legate at the Imperial court. 
The Abate was Metaſtaſio's countryman, 
and early acquaintance. Their friendſhip 
continued uuninterupted till the poet's de- 
ceaſe ; after which, he pronounced his Eloge 
at a general _— of the academy degli 
arcadi at Rome, in Auguſt, 1782. 

At the beginning of this year, Metaſtafio 
received an application from Prince Hi. 
berghauſen, for a copy of his Joola diſabitata, 
written for the court of Spain; which not 
arriving {6 ſoon as was expected, produced a 
letter from the Prince, to > which the fol- 
lowing is the ahſwer. 2 * 
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LETTER MH 
TO PRINCE HILBERGHAUSEN. - 


Mr J1fole diſabitata (defert Hland) did not 
merit the eagerneſs which your ſerene high- 
neſs manifeſted, to be in poſſeſſion of it; nor 
did my diſobedience deſerve-reproof, The 
firſt did me too much honour, and the ſecond 
too much wrong. My whimſical little poem 
would have been long ſince at Sehoffendorff, 
if I could have depended on any other poeti- 
cal amanuenſis at Vienna than our—Or if 
he had not been previouſly obliged to furniſh 
a copy of the ſame compotition to my moſt 
auguſt Patroneſs, who for what reaſon 1 
know not, eagerly requeſted one. At length, 
I have procured a copy for your highneſa, 
which I have now the honour to. ſend, 
accompanied with my moſt humble acknow- 
ledgements for the many favours Which 1 
have received in your enchanted - palace; 
from the charms of which, however, as well 
as from the bad weather, my own impa- 
tience, and the ſolicitations of the company, 
1 ſhould wiſh to be diſenchanted. Recom- 


mending 
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mending my little drama and myſelf to the 
benevolence of your ſerene highneſs, and 
your illuſtrious gueſts, I have the honour to 
be with the moſt profound reſpt& and reve- 


rence, &c. 


"DTT; EE XXIV. 


TO THE SAME. 


rank, may form themſalves upon your model, 
for politeneſs, and all yfffortunate poets, on 
mine, for dugrace. What can be imagined 
more gracious, generous, and obliging, than 
l the invitation to-partake of your royal de- 
| lights, with which you deigned to honour 
me? And what more diſaſtrous, than my 
inability to enjoy them? The arrival of 
the bad weather, and the rehearſals in the 
reſpectable, but cold theatre of Schonbrunn, 
have augmented my uſual complaints, with - 
a moſt ſolemn Catarrh, embelliſhed with its 
cough, chillneſs, and febrile companions ; 
ſo that the merely tranſporting myſelf from 
one houſe to another, -is become an heroic 
enterpriſe; and nothing leſs than the friendly 
violence and powerful influence of Count 
Canale can induce me to undertake it. I 
"1 ſhall 


Au the princes of your ſerene highneſs's 
== 
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| ſhall return my moſt humble thanks in per- 
ſon, as ſoon as poſſible; and in the mean 
time, ſhall not torture my brain in excuſing 
myſelf: as whoever loſes what I loſe, rather 
merits compaſſion than pardon. I have the 
honour to be with the moſt profound re- 
pe, &c. e "x 


” 
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END OF. THE, SECOND SECTION; - 
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SECTION ut 


W E ſhall now return to the bard's correſ- 
pondence with his friend the CAvALIER 
FARINELLI.. | 


LETTER I 


Some weeks having elapſed ſince I had 
finiſhed and tranſcribed Aleſſandro for your 
court; of which, as I had given notice to 
Count Azlor, I did not think it neceſſary to 
forward it by the firſt poſt, as you did not hur- 

ry me; but having been informed yeſterday, 
that a courier was expected to ſet off every 
moment, I haſten to prepare my letter and 
pacquet. In the firſt place, you will find 
the opera of Aleſſandro nell Indie ſhorter 
than it was before, by three hundred and 
ſixty-one verſes, and nine airs ; but encreaſed 
in action, intereſt and ſpirit ; particularly in 
the third act, which is entirely new moulded. 
What this curſed buſineſs has been, can only 

be comprehended by the genius and experi- 
| ence 
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ence of my dear Gemello, and by ſome one 
who has had the misfortune to write operas; 
but not by all. I thank you, however, for 
having forced me to improve a drama, 
which though not de void of fire and poetry, 
languiſhed in the third act; but which, without 
the ſtimulus of pleaſing you, 1 ſhould never 
have thought worth the trouble I have taken 
with it. If ever there ſhould be a decent 
edition of my operas, I now hope, that it 
will diſgrace me leſs than in its former dreſs. 

You will, moreover, find on a ſlip of paper, 
all the entrances, exits, ſtage buſineſs, and 
ſituations of the ſeveral characters, as 1 
arranged them on my table in writing the 
opera. And this trouble is extremely uſeful 
for the performance of ſome dramas, particu- 
larly Alaſſandro. If no embarraſſment hap- 
pens, you need not look at this paper; but 
if intricacy occurs, it will ſave =. the 
trouble of thinking. 

If Sig; Papi an artichect of 8 ex- 
perience in this theatre of Vienna, and my 0 
friend, ſhall have had time to favour me 5 > 
with them, you wall find in the ſame parcel, 


three ſketches, rather than deſigns; of thoſe 


long ſcenes'in which the ſituations are diffi- 
cult to delineate, I begged this favour of * 
VOL, II. I him, 


G 
kim; se wich the leuft deſign of kmiting or 
reſtraining your ideas, or thoſe of your able 
ſubaltern; but becauſe Thoped, by this means, 
better to explain what would be wanting in 
the reſpective ſcenes, that the action may be 
clear, decorous, and apparent. The laſt 
ſcene of the third act, for example, would 
entirely languiſh, if the architect did not 
contrive a decorous and probable ſkreen on 
the right hand fide, near-the orcheſtra, to 
conceal Porus and Gandarte from all the other 
actors, and yet leave them viſible to the 
fpectators. I have imagined for this purpoſe, 
the temple to be wholly adorned with very 
rich. carpets, hanging from the architraves, 
pilaftres, and columns: and that one of theſe 
carpets, ſeparating Porus and Gandarte from 
the other performers, ſhall leave them viſible 
to the ſpectators. So that theſe deſigns may 
ferve to. vindicate my with, but not to fur- 
niſh ideas or inventions for the ſcene. 

If, however, as I begin to fear, theſe ſket- 
ches are not ready for the pacquet, they 
ſhall be ſent after it, as ſoon as Sig. Quaglia 
ſhall favour me with them. My eagerneſs 
will, I hope, be excuſed, as I flatter my- 
ſelf, that my dear Gemello has no occafion 
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for new proofs of my fincere deſire to be uſe- 
ful to him. 

I am threatened with a new opera for our 
court. The worſt of it is, that there is no 
proper preparation for it.'' The making a 
dreſs without knowing who is to wear it, is 
the buſineſs of a Jew: I do not know, nor 
ought 1 abſolutely to make it. We have no 
ſingers in the ſervice of the court, no one at 
leaſt upon whom we can venture to found a 
character. And thoſe which can be had 
from other countries, however ordinary their 
talents, ought to be engaged ſome years be- 
fore they are wanted. Hence it becomes 
neceſſary to have the foreſight of my dear 
Gemello, who does not poſtpone making his 
cloak, till it begins to rain. Such care of 
the future, is not a drug of this country. So 
that there will be no opera, or it will be got 
up in haſte, and for ſuch performers as have 
been rejected by other theatres: and then, 
either it will be impoſſible to write a new 
opera, or it muſt be done in ſuch haſte, as, 
among us poor mortals, precludes all good : 
fat lux, et facta gf, is wy reſerved for om- 
nipotence. 

By a letter from Sig. Ridolhi of the 
end of December, I learn that your health 


I 2 had 
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had ſuffered conſiderably at your return 
to the Eſcurial, and that it was not yet quite 
re-eſtabliſhed. This afflicted me, as every 
thing you ſuffer ought to afflict me. But 
my dear Gemello, forgive my affection the 
liberty of ſaying, that according to the ac- 
counts I have received, you have been a 
little to blame for this indiſpoſition. They 
tell me, that your zeal and impatience, when 
you with to ſerve your ſovereigns in propor- 
tion to the favours which you have received 
from them, make you forget yourſelf, and 
that you have no reſt, either in mind or body, 
day or night. This character is worthy of 
you; but it would likewiſe be worthy of 
you to reflect, that if you deſtroy yourſelf, 
you can no longer ſerve them. And that 
your firſt duty is to preſerve for ſuch Patrons, 
a ſervant whoſe loſs would not only be ſen- 
fibly felt, but irreparable, 


My own health is what it has long been: 
full of flatulencies, acidities, tenſion of every 
honeſt nerve, and profound hypochondria ; 
but with a countenance which rather merits 
envy than compaſſion. Patience is the beſt 
ſpecific which I have yet found; I lay in a 
good ſtock of it, and yet it often fails me: 

7% 5g | but 
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but that ſincere and conſtant affection which 
makes me always yours, will never fail me. 

| Vienna, February 4, 1754; 


LETTER UI. 
TO THE SAME, 


Tux patience of Sig. Azlor, in waiting for 
an occaſion to difpatch a courier in order ta 
forward Aleſſandro to you, is truly heroic, 
But mine is not quite ſo ſublime. It is too 
great a trial for it, after having uſed every 
effort poſſible to oblige a friend, to have the 
deſign fruſtrated by negligence, I therefore 
ſend you my Aleſſandro nell Indie by the poſt ; 
circumciſed, and trimmed to your taſte, and 
my own—W hat will be the conſequence of 
my impatience? My. verſes are not affairs 
of ſtate 3 and though the curioſity of others 
may have ſome pleaſure in peruſing them, 
they will neither be rendered better nor 
worſe by this hurry, To wait for a courier 
during ſolicitude, would be prudent ; but 
waiting with tranquillity while my diligence 
is rendered uſeleſs, and your wiſhes remain 
ungratified, is paying too great reſpect to 
economy, My impatience may perhaps 
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ariſe from poetical vivacity; but between 


us twins, there ſhould bea reciptocation of 
indulgence, and I have no doubt but I ſhall 
be forgiven. My friend Sig. Quagha, who 
promiſed me defi gns, has not yet brought 
them, and I ſhall not wait for them. I told 
you 1n a former letter, that I did not depend 
on him for the 1deas, which either you or 
your aſſiſtants may want; it is ſufficient that 
I have pointed out to you the places where 1 
imagined, while I was writing, the principal 
buſineſs and fituations that might be aſſiſted 
by ſcenery. Theſe clearly known, it will 
remain with you to avail yourſelf of my ex- 
pedients, or thoſe of others, at your pleaſure. 
As ſoon as this good man, who is really 
hurried to the laſt degree, by the two thea- 


tres herg, and by a thouſand whims of the 


court, thall be able to oblige me, you ſhall 
have his ſketches, and make what uſe of 
them you pleaſe. 

I am extremely anxious to receive ſome 
news of your health: particularly, as the laſt 
I received from Sig. Ridolf; was by no means 
what my tender affection wiſhed. Take 
care of yourſelf, my dear friend, for your 
own ſake, for mine, and for the admiration 
of all good men. Examples of moderation, 


Wt 1 


'( +239 5) 

in circumſtances ſuch as yours, are ſo rare, 
that your preſervation becomes a common. 
concern. Adieu. Command me, and never 


ve. 1 75+ 


LETTER 1. 2 
TO THE SAME, 


You complain, my dear Gemello, of not 
hearing from me, and yet to three letters 
that I have written to you, I have received 
but one anſwer. Your filenge: oecakoned 
mine, after the account of your indiſpoſition 
from Sig, Ridolfi, and the ſuppoſitien, that 
you were very buly in preparing. tor your 
feſtal ſolemnity; ſo that inſtead of accuſing 
me, you ſhould thank me for my diſeretion. 
I became a ſtone, but not a precious one, 
When I ſaw the magnificent preſent of an 
enamelled watch, and a pocket-book ſo rich- 
ly and elegantly bound, come from the Im- 
perial cuſtam-houſe. What can I ſay to 
you, who are ſo much more abundant in 
2 than I in words? The thing ſpeaks 
for itſelf, and I, in order to manifeſt my 
* will endeavour . 
„ . 


—_ 
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do juſtice to the munificence of that hand, 


which is never tired of diſpenſing favours. 


Vou are truly a Sea monſter. What 


can the Goddeſs of Manzanare condeſcend 


even to remember ſuch a being as me; and 
to recommend to you the taſk of adviſing me 
to make uſe of the pocketbook i in writing down 
my thoughts for the opera which you have ſa 
long requeſted from me? And you, like a true 
friend, have not inſtantly taken mytpart? 
Did not you deſcribe, as I have to you a 
thouſand times, the agel ſtate of my 
health? as an indubitable proof of this truth, 


did you not ſay that my moſt auguſt Patro- 
neſs, in order to ſpare my poor tormented 


head any new labour, had conſented to let 
the old opera of Tito be brought out laſt year! 
and have you ſuffered me to appear either 
guilty of lazineſs or ingratitude ? And this 
you call friendſhip? Twinſhip ? Chriſtian 
charity? And yet I am not to call you a 
Marine monſter ? But Iwill vindicate my- 


ſelf, if I die for it. Freed as I am at preſent 
from arranging any little compoſitions for my 


Patroneſs, I ſhall neither let foul nor body 
reſt, till I have choſen « ſubject for this 
bleſſed opera, which like a true Swiſs, you 


* abſolutely determined to wreſt from my 


hands; 


| (/ 1884 )) 
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bands; and if it ſhould ſavour of the flaty» 
lencies, torments, tenſion of nerves, and of 
all the other agreeable qualities of the hy- 
pochondriac writer, it will be your own 
fault. I am, however, {till able to draw up 
2 manifeſto in verſe, to ſet it to muſic, and 
publiſh it in all the newſpapers of the four 
quarters of the world. You laugh? but 
there is no cauſe for laughter. An angry 
poet is even more to be feared, than a Sea 
monſter. Pray for my health and favgur 
with the muſes; and that after ſo many years 
of matrimony, they would have the ſame 
complacence for me, as when they firſt 
_ courted my acquaintancge. 5 
The contuſion in your leg puts me in a 
paſſion. Pray favour it, my dear Gemello. 
I know you well. Vour zeal to ſerve others, 
makes you neglect yourſelf; and I fear that 
you do not take that care of it which you 
ought. Remember that a uſeful and grate- 
ful ſervant merits preſervation; and that 
you fulfil the moſt conſiderable of your du- 
ties, in endeavourin g to be long uſeful to 
your beneficent ſovereigns: 
What did you expect from Mingotti ? Do you 
begin 25 now to know the . cha- 


e, 


4 more 
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more at your wonder, than at her eonduct, 
She has done what ſhe- ought to do, ſecundum 
ordinam of ſingers: and you flattered your» 
ſelf with that hope which it was unreaſon» 
able for you to form, if you expected her to 
be prudent. Give her your holy benediction, 
and let her-run after repentance (n). ; 
| You who have had long experience, and 
are preſent, can beſt tell whether it will be - 
expedient to chuſe the Eroe Cinęſe for next 
ber. The whole opera depends on 
the part of Leanzo; hence, whoever repre» 
ſents it, ſhould not have his hands in his poc- 
kets. I am unable to preſcribe any cure for 
its brevity, as you have no dancers; but I 
ſhall rely on the reſources of my twin. I 
have read the piece by the Abate Antonia 
della Mirandola, and find it very happily 
verfified: I thank you for thinking of ſends 
ing it to me. 
I wiſh your Italian Emiſſary, Marcbefonk, | 
good ſport; but according to the accounts 
which I have rg nad there is not much 


lu) It was 1 came ta England, that this excellent per: 
former quitted Spain ſooner than Farinelli wiſhed. Her 
- firſt appearance on our ſtage was in the opera of /perme/traz 
written by Re and oma in Ty 

03754 . N 4, 
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1 
choice, The Martei has lately performed at 
Reggio: but from the advices ſent hither, 
not with her uſual fucceſs, Beauties have 
their day, and applauſe does not make them 
better. Whether ſhe has advanced or re- 
treated fince I heard her, I am unable to 
fay. I entreat you to thank Monfignor Mi- 
gazzi, and the Duke di Santa Elizabetta, in 
m name, for the honour of their remem- 
brance, and to aſſure them of my conſtant 
reſpect. Oh that I could make a fourth 
with you! But theſe are pia defideria. 
Adieu, my dear Swiſs Twin, my Sea 
monſter | 


* 


x Vieuna, Jude 8, 1754. 
* a 


LETTER Iv. 


TO THE SAME. 


I xECE;VED your very dear letter, which 
found me engaged with the muſes, in com- 
pliange with your wiſhes, notwithſtanding 
all the infernal regions ſeem to have con- 
ſpired in diſturbing me. I have a whole 
volume. of inſtructions to draw up for the 
i of a new edition of my works at 
aris. I ought to new write a whole opera: 
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to accommodate three feſtive dramas for 
 Schleſfſiroff, whither the court goes at its re- 
turn from Bohemia: to write and make 
additions to ſongs and choruſes for the 
ſame occaſion: to furniſh an idea, in writing, 
for a German comedy to be repreſented be- 
fore their majeſties in the military college of 
Neuſtadt; and, moreover, have been obli ged to 
invent and draw out at full length, the idea 
of a magnificent picture, which my moſt au- 
guſt miſtreſs has ordered to be painted for 
the ceiling of the great hall of this univer- 
lity, that is now building at her expence. 
What does my dear Sea monſter ſay to all 
this (2)? Do you think I am furniſhed with 
a ſufficient doſe of buſineſs? Have patieffee, 
With all this, I have advanced a good way 
in the firſt act, and am not diſatisfied with 
what I have hutherto been able to write, If 


(n) The appellation of Genelh, 1h Aro Marino, and 
* beſtowed by Metaſtaſio on his friend Farinelli, 
in pleaſantry, may want explanation. Why he called him 
Twin (Gemello) has already been explained. * 4E 

Meftro Marino, doubtleſs alluded to his birth on he Sea- 
ſhore at Naples, and his voice and profeſſional abilities ex- 
ceeding the common limits of humanity. And laſtly, by 
Svizzers (Swiſs) added to Twin, Metaſtaſio meant to com- 
pare Farinelli and himſelf to Swiſs troops, whe quit their 


-own Fguntry po enter intg foreign ſer vie. 
11 _ affection} 
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affection can do any thing, you will lixetviſs 
be contented. It is impoſſible to lengthen 
my letter. If you will have me work, you 
muſt allow me to be quiet; and if health 
does not fail me, I ſhall certainly get on. 
I ſhould write a ſeparate letter to Sig. Ri- 
dolfi, but I hope, that at your interceſſion, he 
will generouſly' remit the formality of two 
covers, and receive theſe thanks and ſaluta- 
tions with the fame 'cordiality as if they 
were conveyed in a different letter. I there- 
fore thank; reverence, and embrace him 
always: wiſhing for the faculty of being uſe- 
ful to him. Do you my dear and admirable 
Swiſs, love me, bear with my infirmities, 
command, and believe me, &c. 
5 Vun Auguſt 17, 1754. 


LETTER v. 


TO THE SAME, 


Mx ſincere cagerneſs to 0 with the 
wiſhes of my moſt amiable Swiſs, has made. 
me work with ſuch a good will, that yeſter- 
day I finiſhed the ſecond act of the promiſed 
opera: and if my dear Sea monſter wiſhes 
for grandeur of exhibition, and energy of 

tenderneſs, - 


(16) 

tenderneſs, I have reaſon to hope that he 
will find himſelf rewarded fot the patience 
which my abominable impediments have 
obliged him to exerciſe; in bearing with my 
involuntary delays. At preſent, I muſt con- 
feſs, that I find myſelf in want of repoſe. . 
I have written two acts without taking 
breath, and without reſt, the third would 

fuffer. | 
It now happens, that the prince of Hil- 
berghauſen, who expects their Imperial ma- 
jeſties on a viſit at Schoſtroff, his country 
ſeat, the 23d inſtant, thinks he ſhall want 
me to ſay grace to the magnificent entertain- 
ments preparing on this occafion, and ſolicits 
me with the obſtinacy of a Swiſs, to be of 
the party. Indeed the ſervice of my ſove- 
reigns is in queſtion, though indirectly, as 
well as the pleaſing a prince to whom I am 
indebted for a thouſand diſtinctions: ſo that 
as I ſhall at the ſame time enjoy the neceſſary 
reſt from my poetical labours, I have reſolved 
to pay my duty to my patrons; and the prince, 
in the country next Tueſday, and afterwards 
to make a viſit to the Counteſs of Althan in 
Moravia ; whom 1 did not follow this year, 
that T might devote myſelf wholly to your 
ſervice; and at my return, repofed and re- 
| fitted, 
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fited, give to our opera the termination and 

laſt poliſh. So that I may fay, that my dear 

Gemello is already obeyed; as what remains 

of the labour, is already included in what is 
done, like the chicken in the egg, which only 

wants to be ſate upon. 

I know not whether you have ever ined 
of a Neapolitan compoſer called Cocchi: I 
have ſeen an opera ſet by him, my Semira- 
mide, which pleaſed me much. Pray take 
notice, that though I recommend him, he 
neit knows me, nor I him, and no one 
has ſpoken to me in his favour; but I was 
ſo ſtruck with the brevity, fire, expreſſion, 
and judgment, manifeſted in his Semiramis, 
that I ſhould not wiſh for better muſic to my 
new opera. I repeat it, that I have not the 
leaſt view in praiſing him; and only ſpeak 
with that candid abundance of heart, which 
I naturally uſe to all, but particularly to my 
dear Gemello. | 

What I beg of -you moth: arnattly lay to 
inſiſt in the moſt peremptory manner, chat 
whoever has the opera to ſet, ſhall keep it a 
great ſecret, and on no account ſuffer a copy 
to be taken. The hungry printers, greedy 
of the ſmalleſt gain, are always on the watch 
in Italy; you may perhaps have the 


amuſe- 
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amuſement of os it in print, before it 
is performed. I have ſometimes ſuffered 
through the fault of my patrons themſelves, 
who having had copies of ſome of my pieces 
for peruſal previous to performance, and from 
partiality to the author, ſuffering them to be 
read by others, without knowing how, they 
have got into print before the proper time. 
As I ſhall not ſpeak of this new compoſition 
at court, to avoid all riſk; and ſhall be parti- 
cularly careful on my fide, I hope you will be 
ſo on yours. Perhaps you will tell me, that 
the inconvenience would not be great, as the 
opera will always be new when it is repre- 
ſented, and muſt be known to have been 
written expreſsly for you; yet this manner 
of reaſoning does not ſatisfy my delicacy. 
And now, my dear Swiſs, adieu. The 
muſes have kept me a priſoner in my den; 
and, at preſent, propriety requires that I ſhould 
ſee ſome particular perſons, previous to my 
leaving the city. I ſhall therefore diſpatch 


a liſt of viſits, and away. 


Frain, Sept. 7, 1754. 


A letter written about this time to Sig 


Franceſco Ride at Madrid, who ſeems to 
lave 
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have been Farinelli's friend and aſſiſtant. in 
the opera regency at the court of Spain, 
would hardly be worth tranſlating, but for 
the intelligence it-contains relative to muſical 
tranſactions. The lighteſt letters of Metaſ- 
taſio, in the original, have an elegance of 
diction, and felicity of expreſſion, that in- 
cline me to think them of more importance, 
than I am able to prove in my own lan: 
guage. 150 nau, f #1 


LETTER V 
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14 RECBIVE your: Mall obliging letter i in 
ahi foreſts. of Moravia, where I intend -to 
ſpend the remainder. of the: autuinn in the 
company of the Counteſs d' Althan, the ge- 
neral her fon, and many noble gueſts. af 
both ſexes; and where I hope for a little 
reſpite from thoſe diabolical hypochondriac 
complaints which ſo much afflit me. - Your 
moſt welcome letter foundme ſtruggling with 
2 catarrh and feverette, for which I receive 
compliments, as a ſalutary tlling; but I am 
more inelined to. grumble and be ungrateful, 

VOL. 11. K than 
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than to thank my friends for their felicitas 
tions. To- day it has not viſited me, and I 
begin to hope that it has taken leave. I am 


extremely afflicted at the perſecutions which 


my dear Gemello ſuffers in his ſtomach: 
embrace him tenderly, in my name, Ientreat 
you; and aſſure him, that I feel all his ſuffer- 
ings in my ſoul, aggravated by the anxiety 
incident to a long and ſincere friendſhip, 
which has too much time to torment itſelf 
in the intervals between letter and letter, at 
ſuch an enormous diſtance. 

I rejoice that he has at length received 
the deſigns for Aleſſandro. Pray remind him, 
that theſe are not meant to cramp the inven- 
tion of his own architects; but merely to 
explain the ſituations, and to leave the in- 
vention of ſcenes to their pleaſuree. 
In the firſt week of next month, I ſhall re- 
turn to Vienna in order to intrench myſelf 
againſt the cold of winter, and to put tlie laſt 
hand to the opera which I have promiſed 
my Swiſs Twin; who has had the art of 
forcing me, in ſpite of all my complaints, to 
break my firm reſolution not to teaze the 
Muſes. But who can reſiſt a dear ſea mon- 
ter, diſguiſed like a'Swiſs; s. 


ef 1 am unacquinted with the merit of the 


i . Parigt, 
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Parigi, but I hear a very good àcebunt both 
of her figure, and abilities. The GHiringbella, 
who bas been much approved here in men's 
parts, 1 is 2 graceful young quam. win whom 
J hope you will be pleaſed. 1e 

I entreat you, once more, to didn my 
dear Gemello affectionately, and believe me 
to be with the n . eſtecm and friend- 


ſhip. 


Frain in Moravia, Sept 27, 175k 


The 'Grſt letter of the year 1 755 , which | 
ſeems to have been preſerved, is addr eſſed, 


T TEA vu. 


ro THE ABATE PASQUINI. 


Your letter of the 20th of laſt ne 
which I received yeſterday evening, has been 
a painful companion to me all night, and is 
ſtill obſtinately fixed in my mind. The 
dreadful danger of loſing the moſt excellent 
organ of the ſoul, puts you in ſo pitable a 
ſtate, that it drives every idea from my mind, 
which I ought | to recollect for youre conſola- 
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tion. My dear Paſquini! what can I poſſi- 
bly ſuggeſt to you? You know as well as 
any one, all the aſſiſtance that reaſon and 
rhetoric can adminiſt6r in ſimilar caſes; 
and it would be a tireſome piece of pedan- 
try, to attempt ringing them in your ears. 
Religion and philoſophy are the moſt uſeful 
companions, during | ſuch tempeſts: hope 
firmly, or heroically relinquiſh that remedy: 
there is no drug more poiſonous than feeble 
hope. It is indiſputable, that our burthens 
are rendered more light, or more heavy, in 
proportion to its feryor. An enormous 
weight does not oppreſs us, if well placed on 
the ſhoulders, though an inconſiderable one 
becomes inſupportable, if awkwardly carried. 

1 éconſole myſelf in my miſeries, which 
though not to be compared with yours, are 
conſiderable, by reflecting, that I am not al- 
ways to 'be confined to this troubleſome and 
dirty Inn; that there is an infinite number of 
mortals more wretched than myſelf: and 
that providence puts our misfortunes on a 
level, by our virtue. | Be aſſured; my dear 
friend, that you will either ſoon ſee the firſt 
diminiſhed, or feel the ſecond enereaſod. If 
you can poſſiblyconceivehow much I ſuffer in 


being able to afford you no better conſolation 
| than 


( +83 


than words, you will return me part of thut 

compaſſion which is fo juſtly due to your 
ſituation from my friendſhip. Adieu, my 
dear friend. Let me foont rejoice in your re- 
covery, or admire your fortitude—at leaſt, 
ſpare me, if poſſible, the painful office of 
pitying you. | | 
| Vienna, Feb. 3, 1755. 


LETTER VIII 
TO SIG, FILIPPONI, 


THranxs, my dear friend, for the acqui- 
ſition of the maſt worthy count Aleſſandro 
Bogino's partiality, which your kindneſs has 
procured me. The picture which you have 
drawn of him, no leſs than his ſonnets, tell 
me how much you muſt be delighted with 
this uncommon aſſemblage of ſo many en- 
viable qualities. Aſſure him of my devout 
acknowledgments; offer him my {ſincere 
ſervices; tell him, that from the gay flowers 
which his happy geriius has already produced, 
I judge of the excellence of the fruit which 
will follow; and tell him not to ſuffer the 
ſmalleſt weed or error to take root in {6 no- 
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ble a ſoil, unleſs it be that which ſeduces, him 
to honour me with his friendſhip. . 

La Corona is a compoſition, which, in 
fortune, has far exceeded my hopes. It is 
not for my intereſt to examine the, merit of 
it; and if it ſhould be ſtill of leſs value than 
it ſeems, I ought, at leaſt, to be grateful for 
the diſcovery of ſo conſiderable a number of 
friends. 

Adieu. Salute, in my name, the nerd 
Prieſtleſs; embrace the whole ſacred and pro- 
fane moſt flouriſhing family ; love me, take 
care of yourſelf, and believe me to'be, &c, 


F 


5 his correſpondence with his Roman 
friend, Argenvilliers, thisyear, Metaſtaſio was 
provoked to attempt a long period in Spaniſh, 
in anſwer to one that he had received from 
that Gentleman. At the end of his labour 
he exclaims: & 


LETTER, IN 


On what a terrible fatigue ! I am in a 
violent perſpiration from head to foot. 1 


8 6 hope 
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hope you will never attempt to put me to 
ſuch another trial. I have never written or 
ſpoken Spaniſh ; and the chief part of the 
many books that I have read, have been. 
poets; ſo that my proſe muſt be much in- 
fected by the fantaſticalneſs of Parnaſſus. 
But I ſhall fay no more, as my riſk with 
ſuch a friend as you, is not very great. For 
if my rhetoric ſhould make you laugh, I am 
certain that you will haye Fae, charity to 
laugh alone, 

I hope you will neither rejoice nor_grieve 
much, concerning the choice of dramas for 
this theatre. The ſingers of the preſent 
times wholly forget, that their buſineſs is to 
imitate the ſpeech of men, with numbers and 
harmony: on the contrary, they believe 
themſelves more perfect, in proportion as 
their performance js remote from human 
nature. Their models are Nightingales, Fla- 
geolets, Crickets, and Graſshoppers; not the. 
perſonages they repreſent, or their affections. 
When they have played their Symphony 
with the throat, they believe they have ful- 
filled all the duties of their art. Hence the 
audience keep their hearts in the moſt per- 
ject tranquillity, and expect the 1 
merely to tickle their ears. | 

; K 4 Fox 
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For this purpoſe, there is no occaſion for 
good dramas ; on the contrary, I thould with 
that, not only words were baniſhed from our 
theatres, but the whole alphabet, _— a 
pair of vowels /. 

Vienna, y So, a 28, di 1155 
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LETTER X. 


TO THE SAME, 


21 AM obliged to teaze you to day, my dear 
friend, from neceſſity. But among your 
other virtues, as you are ꝑoſſeſſed of a large 
portion of patience, there is perhaps no harm 
in my putting you in the way how to make 
uſe of it, Having a ſmall capital at Naples 
of goo Ducatl, and there "_ at Rome a 


65 ) If Metaſtaſio were now living, he ache — ſaid, 
« except a ſingle vowel.” In his time, diviſions were fre · 
quently given to the yowel O; but at preſent, Italian com- 
— fe 'only" to! 3/00 which more labour is 
beſtowed by the Maeſtto, and attention by the audience, 
than on all the poetry and ſentiments of the fingers, If, 
forty years ago, Metaſtaſio ſpeaks with ſo much indignation 
of the abuſe of execution, which has ee 


ſmall 


_ OT 

ſmall ſum unoccupied in your hands, as a 
good father of a family, it ſeems my duty 
not to let this money be idle. In Rome it 
will produce little more than three per cent, 
and here it is eaſy to get five: ſo that I have 
determined on the moſt profitable bargain. 
I hope, my dear friend, that you will ap- 
prove my reſolution, and excuſe, with your 
uſual partiality, this new trouble. Such in- 
conveniences, are unavoidable taxes on thoſe 
excellent qualities of heart and mind, with 
which you are endowed. Adieu. 

t rer Ss 


rn * 


TO THE SAME. 


HvrneD away by the torrent of letters, 
which have been accumulated, during three 
weeks abſence in the country, I muſt anſwer 
in the greateſt haſte your two admirable let- 
ters of the 13th and 27th of laſt month, 
which are this moment arrived together. 

If my Spanith letter does not abound with 
grammatical errors, I ſhall be very proud, and 
am obliged to you for diſcovering in me a 
faculty of which I was ignorant. Find out 


ſome 
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ſome other, I beſeech you: as you . ſo ex. 
cellent a knack at istisgtion, 


— 


The reſt of Metaſtaſio's letters to this cor- 


reſpondent during 1 7559 having been written 
merely on ſubjects of buſineſs, offer nothing 


but what may have flowed from an inferior 


pen. We ſhall therefore reſume. his more 
intereſting, and conſtant correſpondence, 
with his friend, the Cavalier CARLO Bros- 
cnt, better known by the name of Far. 
NELLI, 9 | 


LETTER XII. 


I NEVER, my moſt dear Gemello, wanted 


the aſſiſtance of a true friend like you, fo 


much as at this moment: and you, without 
knowing my. diſtreſs, have beſtowed that 
aſſiſtance in your laſt moſt affectionate let- 


ter, by your kind expreſſions with which I 


conſole myſelf, in imagining that I ſhall not 
remain in a deſert after the unexpected, 
afflicting, and eternal loſs, which we have 
ſuſtained of our moſt worthy Counteſs d' Al- 
than! A Rheumatic inflammatory fever, 
cancelled her from the number of the living, 
in fl days, at 11 O clock at night, on the 
firſt 


(- 139 ) 


firſt of this month. She died as ſhe lived, 
that is, heroically fulfilling, with ſerene for- 
titude, all the offices of à chriſtian and a, 
mother. There is no one that does not feel 
her loſs moſt ſenſibly, and admire and extol 
her virtue, from our auguſt Sovereigns, to 
the loweſt order of the people: circum- 
ſtances, my dear friend, which in ſome 
degree afford me conſolation; but do not 
reſtore Her! A friendſhip of more than four 
and twenty years, free from remorſe, are ties 
which cannot be broken without a cruel 
ſhock. - You are involved in this calamity, 
for you have loſt a good and true friend. 

I am obliged to you for the reception 
which Sig. Bonechi has obtained from you on 
my account, and am proud of the obliging 
zeal which the Archbiſhop, Mon/ignor Mi- 
gaxai, has manifeſted in favour of our poet. 
He 1s a man of genius and knows the world. 
This laſt quality inclined me to recommend 
him to yau, even more than his rank in Par- 
naſſus. And how he has been the means of 
proving the extent of your kindneſs for me, 
I love him better than ever. 3-20 aj 

Thirty-five days have elapſed ſince the 
departure of my packet, ſo that I now ſup- 
pole my new opera is in your hands, I per- 
3 ceĩvo 


* 


( 140 ) 

eeive that it was not arrived when your laſt 
letter was written, and hope that no acci- 
dent or indiſpoſſtion of the moſt obliging 
bearer, has occaſioned its travelling ſo flow, 
The weather has been fo horrible, that it is 
natural to throw all the blame upon that. 
If he ſhould have reached Madrid · When this 
arrives, I beg you to preſent my reſpects, 
and to affure him of 1 N eſteem and 
gratitude. 

Pray endeavour, by every means pollble, to 
perſuade our moſt venerable prelate, Migaxai, 
to continue his generous partiality for me, of 
which I am ſo jealous and fo proud. Reve- 
rence him devoutly in my name, and pro- 
cure me a little of his affection. Adieu, 
dear Gemello: take care of youffelf, if you 
with Wes to your, &c. 


Vienna, March 12, 1755. 


L ET TE R XIII. 


TO THE SAME. 


I BEGAN, to fear that my Nirteti was 
aſhamed to appear at the court of Madrid, 
and that retreating into ſome hermitage on 


* way, ſhe had reſolved to paſs a ſolitary 
life. 
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life. I quitted Vienna the 20th inſtant, 
without knowing what was become. of her. 
You ſee plainly, that after a fuſpenſe.of five 
months, I had reaſon ta be uneaſy. Thank 
Heaven, ſhe has at length found the road; and 
now enjoys, near you, the convenient and 
delicious abode, which as à fond father, I 
bad foreſeen would be granted to her, for 
your ſake; whoſe kindneſs was likely to ſap» 
ply the defects of ſuch merit as ſhe had been 
able to draw from the exhauſted treafury 
of her ſire. 

Regard her as a little niece of a nocd. dit 
poſition, and ſhe her off to ſuch advantage, 
that ſhe may at leaſt ,/eem. beautiful. The 
clemency with which ſhe has been received 
by your benignant ſovereigns, comforts, but 
does not ſurpriſe, me. This is not the firſt 
time that my fortunate productions have ex- 
perienced their goodneſs, They have been 
long accuſtomed to the moſt illuſtrious pre- 
miums, merely for my obedience, which has 
generally been preceded by benefits. 

I am very much obliged to you | for your 
affectionate condolence, and the conſolation 
which you have endeavoured to adminiſter 
for the irreparable loſs which we have both 
ſuſtained, of a . and dete friend ; 

| but 
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ma, and ſhall avail myſelf of the prejudices 
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but I muſt confeſs, that my mind has not yet 
recovered its former tranquillity. Nor to 
accompliſh this, my dear Gemello, do 1 
know whether T ſhould become more' wiſe 
or more fooliſh. © But I am certain, that 1 
muſt- be very' different from what I am at 
preſent. What I am unable to do for my- 
ſelf, - time and neceſſity, the harſh, but cer- 


tain maſters of our miſerable ny, um 


do for me. 

For heaven's ane give me a better ac- 
count of your own health. It ſeems as if 
your headachs, and relaxed ſtomach, had a 
ſecret correſpondence with my obſtinate and 
moſt uncivil nervous affections: and if 1 
could once hear'of your good health, I ſhofild 
have great hopes of mine. Like true Twins, 
we ſufficiently reſemble each other in our 
ſufferings ; it is time we ſhould begin to be 
ſimilar in happineſs. | 

Say a thouſand reſpeRtul a and affectionate 
things for me to our moſt worthy Monſignor 
Migazzi. Why, alas! am not I allowed 
ſometimes to make a third in your confabu- 
lations! Be aſſured, however, that I very 


frequently enjoy that happineſs, mentally.” 


1 long for the arrival of Count Torrepal- 


in 


1430 


in my favour with which you have poſſeſſed 
him. Adieu, my dear 3 I am and 
ever ſhall 1 ec. N00 


n mn wee, 1755 


With his opera of Nite, Mictaſtalo wore 
the follow Sende 


Al Cane 


b. Canis Bee 
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E che appreſer gemelli 4 ſeierre, 1 * 1 
Ta tua voce in Parnaſo il mio > penfiers. 2 


Pen 2 che guando Te Þ Italia oftenta 
er ener dell Armonica famiglia, 1 


Lorno de Carmi un tuo dover diventa : 


E ſe que/to-dover non ti conſiglia, 


_ Grato Pamer del padre al men ramments x ; 10 


E 4 padr eee, rendi alla l 3 - 
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Sonnet to 1 


Addreſſed to him from Vienna, with was 
opera of Nirteti, written at his requeſt, and 
to be performed under his direction, at the 
court of Madrid. | 


"My olfipeing deftin'd for the Ibs hen ban 

Protect, Oh Charles! though foſter'd near the pole; 
Teach her, when-proſtrate, favour to implore 

With all the ardor of thy friendly foul 


Remember that on Thee ſhe calls for aid, 
Whoſe kind ſuggeſtions drew her into light, 
And that my Muſe and thy ſweet voice eſſay d 
Like T wins, in youth, to ſcale Parnaſſus” height, 


When o' er her tuneful ſons of high renown, 
Italia gave the ſo reignty to the, 


It then became the duty of thy crown. 
To aid the fiſterart of Poely. 


Buy if this duty no gh pet x; give, 
Thy boſom let an old affection fire; 
And let the helplefs child that love receive, 


Which has ſo long been layiſhed on her She. | 


—— 


LETTER My. 


TO THE» SAME. | 
Ou how, numerous, and how different, are 
the ſenſations, my dear Gemello, which 
105 | your 


| 


ts) 
your letter of the roth' of September has ex- 
cited! Love, tenderneſs, confuſion; grati⸗- 
tude, terror, wonder, and a thouſand others 
which are felt, but cannot be deſcribed. I 
have experienced at the bottom of my ſoul; 
the moſt violent affliction for the deſtruction 


of the unhappy Liſbon. What horror! 
What a ſcourge! What miſery! Poor hu- 
manity !—Yet among all theſe motives of 
terror and ſorrow, the ample field which 
providence has opened to your benevolent 
{overeign, for exerciſing the great and admir- 
able qualities of his heart, affords me ſome 
conſolation. What he has done, and is ſtill 
doing, on this dreadful occaſion, would ap- 
pear” nothing but poetical inventions, if "aſs 
cribed to my Titus or Alexander Theſe are 
actions, my dear Gemello, which do honour 
to human nature. Happy the mortal deſ- 
tined by Heaven, to be the inſtrument of 
ſuch glory to all our ſpecies 

And among ſuch tragical events, FIR | 
your admirable ſovereigns- deigned to lend 
an ear to the humble ſentiments of my 
grateful ſubmiſſion? Oh matchleſs clemency 3; 
unexampled benighity! and has my difcre- 
tion been ' commended for being fatisfied 
with their profuſe beneficerice! Ab; my dear 
vol., II. 9 Gemello, 
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Gemello, if mine has been diſeretion, 1 defy. 
your great monarchs, with all their power, 
to find an indiferect perſon, among mortals. 
I venerate. the juſt reſolution. of your 
view ſovereign, to ſuſpend the celebration 
of the intended feſtival. The thought is 
well worthy of the mind which produced 
it. When heaven ſhall be appeaſed, and 
mental tranquillity reſtored, give what di- 
rections you pleaſe for the decorations of the 
new drama. It cannet be in hands more 
friendly, or more expert, than your o.. 
Whether Egypt appears in a car, or on 
an elephant, I know that you will be at- 
tentive to his dignity, and careful that the 
repreſentation ſhall be furniſhed with all 
the barbarous pomp with which my head 
Was filled, while this drama was writing. 
Before I-finith, let me make a confeflion 
to yo. I have been a long while liberal of 
ſnuff at your expence. All the dilettanti 
nobility, pay their court to me on your ac- 
count; arid my fnuff has uſurped your name. 
Many have ſent eommiſſions ta Madrid, for 
ſome of the ſame kind, but none have fuc- 
ceeded. Stimulated, not only by my indiſ- 
ercet noſe, but by vanity, I was on the point 
of. -- xt charity, before-F was quite 
ollomes I a bank- 


Gr) 
2 bankrupt, when your laſt magnifieient 


and elegant preſent arrived: This oppreſſed 
me to ſuch à degree, that I loſt all courage 
to torment you again, as it appeared to me, 
an unpardonable inſatiability to have any 
want remaining, after ſuch exceſſive remu- 
neration. During this time, the Marquis 
Paul came to viſit me, in order to expreſs 
his infinite gratitude, for the favours which 
you have conferred on his brother. I proud- 
ly diſplayed to him the preſent I had re 
ceived, and hiſtorically related my diſtreſs, 
in being unable to muſter ſufficient courage 
to apply to you for ammunition for my noſe, 
and the noſes of others. He then only 
laughed; but, when I met him a few days 
after, he confeſſed to me, that he had written 
my whole melancholy ſtory to his brother. 
I bluſhed at this information, and ſcolded; 
but to own the truth, (as twins ſhould always 
do to each other) when the firft tranſport 
of my wrath was over, I did not feel much 
injured. Your royal Patrons call me diſ- 
creet. Ah, for charity's fake, my dear Ge- 
mello, let me enjoy their good opinion, and 
conceal this trait in the hiſtory of my life. 
Adieu. 4h is late. Love me as uſual, 
Rd and 


as. 
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and be aſſured of the perfect and ee | 
} Hmpathy of your moſt faithful Gemello. 
1 od J Rof T | Vienna en 1788. 
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"Tas moſt learned, though partial judge 
ment, which you have pronounced, moſt 
illuſtrious and reverend Sir, on my foftunate 
little verſes, and which has been exactly 
communicated to me by our dear cavalier 
Montecuccoli, demands my warmeſt grati- 
| tude, This opinion, which has more weight 
l than that of a whole public, can never have 
j been given with a view to excite and foment 
my vanity, by one deſtined | aud formed by 
providence to correct the frailties of others. 
| Your reverence muſt therefore, have ima- 
{ | Fined me gifted with a modeſty, and mode- 
ration, ſufficient to reſt a ſhock which 
would have have annihilated all the fana- 
tical ſtoiciſm of the proud family of Zend. 
17 confeſs myſelf flatter ed by the credit Which 
Fou have given me on this occaſion; and 


hope 
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hope to enjoy it without the remorſe of un- 
deceiving you. I can never, without the 
greateſt ingratitude, forget, not only the 
generous friendſhip, but paternal affection, 


with which your reverence has rn, aver to 
honour me. I am that 


Strabonem 
Appellat partum pater, et pullum, male N 
Si cui filius eſt. 


Hor, Sat. Lib. 1. 3. 44. 


Nor ſhould we to their faults be more ſevere, 
Than an indulgent father to his heir, 
If with diſtorted eyes the urchin glares, 
« Oh, the dear boy, how prettily he ſtares !” 
Is he of dwarfiſh and abortive ſize ? 
* Sweet little moppet,” the fond father cries. 
Francis. 
S0 that I do not eſtimate my poetical 
merit by your favourable judgment, but by 
your affection, which cannot be a mediator 
in degrading your equal: an honour, of 
which I am more ambitious, than of the 
laurels of Homer. gong all the favours 
which you heap upon me, 1 beg your Lord- 
ſhip to grant me this, of regarding you as a 
brother poet, without diminiſhing the juſt ve - 
neration due to your other ſuperior qualities. 
The learning and method with which 
your Lordſhip has analyſed my Epigram, 
W has 
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has. not ſurpriſed me. It is done as, I 
ought to haye expected it would be, by one 
who unites the theory of a maſter, with the 
practice of a workman. The novelty and 
vivacity of your thoughts and ſtyle have de- 
lighted me, as emanations of a mind fraught 
with all that ſolid information, and original 
genius, which have ſo long excited the reſpect 
and veneration of, &c. | 

Vienna, January 11, 1 | 
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In writing to his friend, Sig. Argenvilliers, 
at Rome, the beginning of this year, he ſays: 
«I am very curious to know what reception 
the mufic of our GLuck will meet with at 
Rome. He compoſes with peculiar ſpirit : 
and according to the preſent taſte, which is 
ſaid to reign in that city, I ſhould imagine 
that he would give änkatian. April the 
5th, he ſays | | 
„We have ſtill here as deep a ſnow, and 
as cold a North wind, as we have been 
afflixted with during the whole winter; ſo 
that little hope remains of our enjoying 
ſprung this year: a ſeaſon which very often 
gives way in this climate to its companions, 
Do you, my dear friend, enjoy in my ſtead, 


the 


Cy F 
the ſmiling days of your warm ſky, while 1 
remain inlfociced by the ſtoves of bs coun- 
t ry. 9”, 

In ale letter, which ſeems an dd 
toone which gave an account of the extraot- 
dinary ſucceſs of his. dramas at Rome, he 
ſays : The partiality of my native city for 
my productions, is a very equivocal proof of 
their merit. The being inſenſible to the de- 
fects of our children, is a weakneſs fo much 
the more pardonable, as it is common to all 
mothers : ſo that if her blind approbation 
cannot ſerve as a foundation to my vanity, 
it merits, at leaſt, that filial tenderneſs 
which I fincerely feel for het.” 

The explanation of a paſſage in one of his 
letters to his Roman correſpondent which 
had alarmed him concerning a young man 
whom he had recommended to the notice of 
our poet, 1s pleafant. 

Your letter of the 6th of June, made me 
laugh at the unexpected agitation into which 
you were thrown on account of Sig. Nicco- 
lino Paveſe, He had been to viſit the four 
or five times; and, notwithſtanding I had 
entreated him to favour me with his com- 
mands, I never was able to get a word from, 
him, by which I could diſcover his wants. 
Vs * 80 
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00, that concluding there was nothing in 
which I could ſerve him, I made. uſe, in 
writing to you, of the following expreſſion ; 
vis wants mujt pe impalpable, that is, cannot 
be felt, have no exiſtence. Indeed it ap- 
pears to me, that the young man has judg- 
ment, talents, and, according to his account, 
that he has acquired by his reſidence i in Vi- 
enna, all the uſeful knowledge which an ex- 
perienced and wiſe merchant would with to 
poſſeſs. Therefore make yourſelf eaſy, my 
dear friend; and ſince you, have patience tq 
correſpond with, a poet, try to familiarize 
yourſelf ; a little with the language of Parnaſ- | 
ſus. Never fear my exceeding your inſtruc: 
tions, in the credit I give to perſons whom 
you recommend, I underſtand you perfectly, 
know the limits which you wiſh to be ob- 
ſeryed, and ſhall never exceed them, oo: 
Command me with more freedom, and d do 
not let me have the mortification of always 
recognizing in your orders themſelves, a cer: 
tain apprehenſion « of incommoding me, which 
ſeems a tacit cenſure of the manner with 
which I have abuſcd move. Aire friendſhip, 
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LI Fri e 
TO THE ABATE PASQUINI. 


I TAKE time, my dear Paſquini, in anſwers 
ing your letter of laſt February, becauſe, the 
buſineſs it contains, will not be injured by 
delay; and becauſe my negligence will be 
treated with more- indulgence, by ſuch a 
man as you, than by a thouſand others, who 
exact with more rigour the performance of 
every duty, in proportion to the ae 
of their friendſhips. 

' Your imagining my laſt letter artful, is a 
certain proof that we are not agreed about 
the idea of true and falſe, of ſimple and arti- 
ficial. The confeſſing that I had received a 
letter from you ſometime ſince, but did not 
anſwer it, leſt it ſhould bring on ſome diſ- 
agreeable diſcuſſions, appears to me a truth 

ſo naked and unador ned, that to have ſup- 
preſſed it from a confidential friend, would 
have been harſh, and uncourteous. That all 
men are bound by the laws of nature, to aſ- 
fiſt the unhappy, but that the obligation of 
protecting merit, is reſerved for the power- 
ful, 


Pp '( 154 ) 
ful, are ſimple and inconteſtible propofitions, 
That it would be as inhuman not to ſuccour 
our equals, as ridiculous to pretend to pro- 
tect them, is a corollary which neceſſarily 
ariſes out of the preceding axiom, Now 
have the charity to tell me, how you were 
able to diſcover in a letter which contains 
truths ſo folid and fo undiſguiſed, an artifice 
o ſubtil as to be as much out of the reach of 
my penetration now, as it was diſtant from 
my thoughts when-it was written? If the 
tenour of that letter was artful, the contrary 
will be fimple: the following is therefore, 
according to your opinion, the manner in 
which I ſhould have written, in order to 
avoid being artful: I have been prevented 
from anſwering your letter by the multiplicity of 
my avocations, the want of bealth, the fault of 
the poſt which has been later than uſual, &c. I 
am extremely unhappy at my mability to per- 
form thoſe offices for you which you require, 
having already expended my intereſt in favour 
of another, previous to your application; or elſe 
1 hall de every thing in my power to ſecond 

ir wiſhes, and then without lying, avail 
myſelf in negotiating the buſineſs of the con- 

Saen as much as Phil. | 
PS gt . | This 
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This may be the frank and ſimple manner 
which you wiſhed for in my laſt letter: but 
before I adopt it, my dear Paſquini, I muſt 
make the experiment : and hoc opus. Adieu, 
my dear friend. Take care of your health, 
and believe me, without Rn leaſt ſhadow of 
art, kee. | 

| Vienna, April rs, 1756. 


LETTER XVII. 
TO THE, SAME. 


You cannot be ignorant, my dear Paſquini, 
of the circumſtances in which the Empreſs 
Queen finds herſelf at preſent. You know 
that in order to avoid being ſwallowed up by 
a greedy neighbour, ſhe is obliged to have 
in the field, one hundred and fixtythouſand of 
her own troops; without enumerating thoſe 
of a fingle ally, or mentioning ſeventy or 
eighty thouſand ſtationed in different garri- 
ſons. And in knowing this, you may imagine 
how empty that treaſury muſt be, while the 
uſual revenue of her anceſtors, who- were 
never put to half this expence, is ſo much 
diminiſhed; and yet, in ſpite of this infor- 
mation, you with to draw water, from fo 

278100 exhauſted 
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exhauſted a fountain, But though this is an 
indubitable proof of the urgency, of your 
wants, which penetrates me with compaſſion, 
yet it does not inſpire me, for a moment, 
with ſufficient courage to attempt a meaſure, 
which without being of any uſe to you, 
would juſtly entitle me to cenſure for my 
indifcretion, You mult be certain that pub- 
lic diſtreſs muſt neceſſarily occaſion private; 
and will therefore, I hope, pity me, if to 
ſympathiſe in your diſtreſs, is all the aſſiſt- 
ance, at preſent, in the power of your, &c. 
Vienna, ä 20, 17 56, 


LE TEA xvim. . 


10 "THE SAME. 


I am extremely diſſatisfied with your. 
filence, and ſhould be infinitely more diſ- 
contented, if the occaſion of it diſpleaſed me 
leſs. Your ſuffering under an infirmity is a 
ſufficient excuſe for you, but is no conſola- 
tion for me; nor at ſuch a price do I wiſh to 
be innocent. If ever it ſhould happen again, 
that through the temptation of the devil, 
you ſhould think me guilty of neglecting 
you, take care not to have recourſe. to the 

| | ſtratagem 


COP Fs 
ſtratagem of illneſs. Vou may be miſtaken 
for once in your meaſures; and ſuch errors 
ate pardonable. Let me rather ſcold-: but 
what will be the conſequence? Vour ears 
muſt already be callous to my paternal ho- 
milies; and you know, by long experience, 
that I bite like a ſheep, and not like a wolf. 

My nervous affections are this year much 
encreaſed by the arrival of winter, and my 
patience is proportionably diminiſhed. But 
what can I do? I have nothing for it but 
to ſuffer and hope : every weight ill carried 
is encreaſed in gravity. And as it is impof- 
ſible for us to make human miſery accom- 
modate itſelf to our will, it is more prudent, 
and leſs fruitleſs, for us to try, to accommo- 
date ourſelves to human miſery. , 
But let us not plunge into the moralizing 
gulph. This is very. often an 1 hy pochondriae 
effect, which by encouraging complaint, be⸗ 


comes itſelf a new cauſe for : 58 
Vienna, October 8 50. 


| We are enabled, by the heli 
wath Paſquini, to judge of the frank and 


open manner with Which. our poet | treated his 


old and intimate friends: and the following 
| R 
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letter may ſerve as a ſpecimen of the delica« 
cy and politeneſs with which he received the 
proffered friendſhip of new correſpondents, 
who wiſhed for his opinion-of their works; 


fy 


70 
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10 THE CAVALIER ANTON-F1LIPPO ADAML 


| 1$HALL not dwell long on the exceflive ex. 
preſſions of eſteem with which you are pleaf- 
ed to honour me, in order to fhith the fa- 
tigue and difficulty of defending myfelf from 
the aſſaults of vanity, by which, authorized 
by your approbation, I may be infidiouſly ſe- 
duced. I am confuſed at the favourable 
judgment which you pronounce ; but fhall 
not try to undeceive you, for fear I ſhould 
ſhake the foundation of that friendfhip which 
you offer me, and which I wiſh to merit. 
I have repeatedly peruſed, Sir, and always 
with juſt admiration, the ſonnets which you 

| have been pleaſed to communicate to me. 
1 have found in them all, a robuſt and noble 
Kyle, deep learning, lively fancy, and, final- 
1y, that unity, proportion, and correfpondence 
of the ſeveral parts, which diſtinguiſh an 
inhabit- 
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inhabitant of . Parnaſſus from à traveller. 
Though I am pleaſed with them all, yet the 
ſonnets on Providence have ſtruck me the 
moſt. Perhaps the leſs auſtere phyſiognomy 
of theſe, exalts their comparative merit. 

Whenever you ſhall be. pleaſed to com- 
municate to me your correct and poliſhed 
productions, they will always afford me plea» 
ſure ; particularly if they are accompanied 
with ſuch commands as may afford me an 
opportunity, of manifeſting with how much 
reſpect, and zeal, I have the honourto be, &e. 


4. 


LETTER XX. 


'TO THE CAVALIER FARINELLY, 


IA proud, my dear Gemello, of the cu- 
riofity which you tell me I have xraiſed in 
you concerning S1GNORA GABRIELLI ; as, 
to the peculiar and uncommon merit of this 
young perſon, there is a coincidence of 
opinion : and this you may know from our 
friend Count Roſenberg, whole teſtimony is 
of weight; and you can examine him at your 
leiſure. But as to the commiſſion which you 
have given me of founding this virtuoſo: in 
* | order 
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order to diſcover her ſentiments Sele 
ing an engagement for your royal theatre, 
T am a great novice at it, and indeed have a 
natural averſion to this kind of buſineſs: 
however, I have executed it exactly. What 
would one not undertake for a Gemello? 
The founding 1 is reduced to this: whether 
ſhe will, can, and on what conditions? It is 
unneceſſary to enquire whether ſhe will ac- 
cept of an honour at Which all are afpiring; 
but to the common eagerneſs, ſhe has the 


ſtimulus of withing'for a perfonal acquaint- | 


ance with You; being perſuaded, that by ob- 
ſervation and attention, ſhe might acquire 
from your kindneſs, ſuch intelligence in her 
profeſſion as is not to be obtained elſewhere. - 
So that TRE firſt poink meets with no 6 impeds- 


ment. 


Whether the can engage herſelf, ; is an ar- 
ticle of ſtill leſs difficulty: for ſhe is not 
only able, but can do it at your convenience: 
this muſt be explained. Signora Gabrielli is 
ſtill engaged at this Imperial theatre for two 
years more; but our auguſt patroneſs having 


lately reſolved to ſhut the lyric theatre during 
the preſent war, has had the clemeney to 


acquaint this performer, that though her 
contract will not be terminated theſe two 
| years, 
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years, ſhe is at liberty to engage herſelf elſe- 
where, if ſhe ſhould not chuſe to remain idle. 
do that ſhe can immediately enter into your 
ſervice, and for as long a time as you pleaſe. 

And finally, as to the conditions upon 
which ſhe chuſes to engage, they ſeem ex- 
tremely diſcreet. - She propoſes the ſalary of 
Mingotti as a model; to whom ſnhe is ſuperior 
in voice, agility, and figure, in female parts, 
and in other theatrical circumſtances. She is 
ignorant what was allowed to her predeceſ- 
ſor for travelling expences; but doubts not 
that the diſtance, and the companion which 
ſhe muſt inevitably have in bas! n Will 
be conſidereꝗ. 

I have now —_— your Sor OY 3 
and in return for my punctuality, I beg of you 
to be ſpeedy in your anſwer, as this virtuoſa, 
being unemployed, will doubtleſs have offers 
from other quarters; and it is but juſt that 
ſhe ſhould know whether ſhe may accept them. 

I diſcover new. rivals every day: Count 
Kaunitz has ſpoken to me of you with great 
eſteem and affection; and has particularly 
defired me to aſk you, Whether he ſtood: as 
high in your favour ew he did 0 
at Bologna. +. | 

You, my dear Gemello, area Swiss graſt⸗ 

YOL. II. M ed 
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ed on a Pietnonteſe; that is (among friends) 
obſtinate as the one, and ſubtile as the other. 
I rote for you: Non prendo ancor I impegnoʒ 
and you, like a good Piemonteſe, praiſed my 
verſes, and explained them in a contrary 
ſenſe: and like a perfect Swiſs, return at 
midnight to your cups. Bleſs you ! my dear 
friend. You are in poſſeſſion of a conjuring 
wand, and ee eee nth 
me now. ſpcak of myſelf. 

I uam unable to ſet about my new works 
preſent, having four little auguſt patroneſſes, 
"who are fond of finging, that inceſſantly 
honour me. with their commands. In ſum- 
mer they go into the country, and rural 
amuſements uſually ſerve as a parentheſis to 
muſic. I then hope to be wholly yours, if 
my nervous complaints do not drive me out 
of myſelf. In the mean time, I am trying 
to find ſome. ſubjeR which will admit of the 
decorations which you have in your head, 
The aſſault, ſcaling-ladder, and taking a fort, 
in the ancient manner, are not incompatible 
with the decorations of our theatres at pre- 
| ſent, which are quite heroic ; but a Fair, and 
illumined Shops, are wholly comic, and I know., 
not how they would be received by the ſpec- 


tators. Stampiglia introduced them during 
the 


ER. . 
che laſt ceritury in one f his Hamas called 
Appius Clandins.' But gomie characters had 
a principal ſhare in this drama, ''and-operas 
gedy, which by degrees are become legiti- 
mate and ſeparate families, - Tou may ue 
well have an illumiiiti Tquare''in!'the'wight, 
and inſtead of ſhops,zmay illuminate porticoe 
veſtibles of temples; aui ther public build- 
ings ; but I dare not mention either Fa or 
Shop in my dire ctiniis for thifting ie Nenes: 
as it would be giving a handle to dhe ippunt 
impertinence of our little Roman Abate, 
with whoſe am. 3 are wel” pr 
quainted, 

You, who know the country in whidgos 
reſide, can judge whether its inhabitants are 
equally delicate: and in caſe they'tre not, 
you might announce in the boek ef the 
words a ſquare iluminated'in & faftive manner 
during the night. And in this ¶uare you may 
repreſent ſuch architecture as vou thall think 
likely to delight the ſpectators. Give me 4 
word or two, at your leifure, that I may 
meet your ideas, when the occupations in 
which T am engaged, and my capricious 
health, Chall Fhance to give. me permiſſion, 

* Tcould 
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I could have ſworn that I had ſpoken to 
vou concerning Moenſignar i Augier {p). He is 
charmed with You, with your heart, and your 
conduct. He often viſits me, notwithſtanding 


his immeaſurable corpulency; and mounts 


to the third ſtory, where I reſide, with the 
lightneſs of the moſt ſlim dancer. I ſhall 
for your ſake, embrace as _ as n 
of his majeſtic circumference. 

% Menbgnor Migazzi is at his biſhopric: 1 
he: i feſtined by many here to ſucceed the 
dying archbiſhop of Vienna. I believe he 
does not aſpire at this honour. He would 
net be a gainer in revenue, and would loſe 
in tranquillity more than he would! — 
in rank. 

Before I finiſh my n 1 moll add. two 
refleQions.. [Thefirſt.is, that Signora Gabriells, 
like the Mingotti, expects to have the princi- 
pal female part aſſigned her, and that it 
ſhould be expreſſed in the contract. The ſe- 
cond. reflection is my own, and is to adviſe 
you, if, you have any intention that ſhe 


ſhould ſet out next ſummer, inſtancy 0 


F Ns * fl 
. See Gem, Tour val. 1. Art. 8 T 
| phyſician of the Pope, and, I ſuppoſe, the Imperial phy- 
' fician, wy ram ing Title of een my Lord. 
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fend a contract for her to ſign to coumefact 
all ſuch temptations as the will certainly 
have from other quarters. 5 my dear 
Gemello. I can write no more. 


3 ref , ine. 


——_— 1 
8 Nein 


LETTER xt 


TO THE SAME, Y 


In ſhits of my involuntary men I am 
not in much fear of my dear Gemello accuſ- 
ing me in his own heart: he is perfectly ac- 
quainted with mine, and therefore incapa- 
ble of believing me either cold in my friend- 
ſhip, or inſincere in my promiſes. My ob- 
ſtinate nervous complaints; numerous inevi- 
table diſtractions; the certainty of your not 
being in a hurry ; but above all, the ill- 
humour of my capricious muſe, have con- 
ſpired to impede my ſending you the little 
cantata which you deſired for two voices, 
ſo ſoon as I wiſhed and had promiſed. Now, 
that you may allow me to be a conſcientious 
man, I ſhall pay my debt with an intereſt of 
cent per cent; and, inſtead of one cantata, 
ſend you two, written expreſsly for your 
uſe. The one intitled, L' Arg, {tbe Bee } 

| M 3 more 
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| , more ſportive and chearful z and the others 
1 | which I have baptized, La RitrosI4 DIs-« 
| ARMATA, { peeviſongſe diſarmed} more lively 
and characteriſtic: 9%. Both are calculated 
for action: and each, with two ſimple dreſſes, 
and a little verdant ſcene, may, on ſhort 
notice, be performed as occaſion ſhall ſerve. 
If you find nothing to pleaſe you in theſe 
productions, they will at leaſt ſerve as teſti- 
monies of the author's friendly zeal ; who 
hopes that you will continue to love him 
with the ſame affection as he loves you. 


Vienna, Auguſt 21, 1756. 


{EB 7 ＋ E R XXII. 


To THE SAME. 


o T ueſday evening, the 2d inft. (No- 
vember) received from the chancery of our 


| e The date of. theſe, is; which is ceremedetis 
the laſt, Paris edition, has been copied in all the ſubſequent 
impreſſions of our author's works, down to that of Nice, 
the moſt accurate and ample of them all. L'ArE has been 
faid to be written for tie Catholle edurtz in 1760; and L 
| R1TROSIA DISARMATA in 15593 miſtakes which will be 
corrected by the date af this otters as well as by tlie den 
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court, your letter of the 29th of September. 
So that to my great impatience, yau ſeg that 
it was thirty- four days on the road; which 
occaſioned me the ſhame, and mortification, 
of thinking that you had neglected me, or 
been childiſhly myſterious concerning the 
fate of NITTETI; that was delivered here with 
ſeveral letters, a fortnight ago. God knows 
where the courier has diverted himſelf; but of 
this I am certain, that your letter has not 
been detained a moment at the chancery. 
The riſks of private conveyance, my moſt 
beloved Gemello, have long determined me, 
to ſend my letters conſtantly by the poſt, on 
the certainty of their being delivered to you 
in two and twenty days. But let us waſte 
no more time in ſuch a uſeleſs diſcuſſion. I 
rejoice with you ſincerely, in the univerſal 
applauſe and admiration, which the magni- 
ficence and ſplendor . with; which you have 
ſeaſoned my MNitteti, have - procured her. 
Who would not gladly write operas with the 
certainty of their i W 2 
your hands??? * 


You cell me, chat by the time your letter 


of the times: he titans. fir the ule of whole court theſe 
little pieces were written, being both deceaſed at the time 
they have been ſaid to be produced. 

M 4 arrives, 
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arrives, I muſt have received two copies of 
the opera. Theſe are not yet arrived, and 
I know not where to ſeck' them, as you 
have not mentioned by what channel they 
were to be conveyed. The beſt part of the 
ſtory is, that the opera is already printed at 
Rome, and it may happen, that this edition 
will arrive at Vienna before that of Madrid. 
I have now to teaze you. Cardinal Landi 
has a ſecretary, who is a poet; he is an Abate 
of the name of BAN DINI. He has written 
ſeveral dramas; one of which, entitled Sylla, 
I have ſeen, and find it very happily verſified, 
and not devoid of theatrical merit. In ſhort, 
he is, in my opinion, the beſt writer, in that 
way, among thoſe who are at preſent em- 
ployed. He aſpires much at the glory of 
ſeeing ſome of his offspring appear on your 
royal theatre; and his Cardinal has written 
me a long and preſſing letter about him, as 
if a word from me were ſufficient to 
eſtabliſn him in your favour. That word 
you have now received: its effect depends 
on your convenience. All I require is an 
atteſtation from you, that I have performed 
my part in the buſineſs; therefore in your 
next letter ko me, Pray inſert ſuch a a 
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graph as I may tranſmit to the-cardinal, to 
unburthen myſelf of the commiſſiorr. 
I am proud of the affectionate conteution 
between you and our dear Count Roſenberg ; 
but I laugh at the "impoſſibility of "either 
of you imitating, the inimitable tender - 
neſs n n T am doch his and your 
ſervant. 44. n 
| Vieaia,-Movumbey6/; 1786. 
ls, err 


LETTER XXIII. 


0 TAE SAM Rx. = 1215 


Ar length I have been informed, that two 
little books directed to me were in the cuſ- 
tom-houſe, and the day before yeſterday they 
were brought to me, with a letter incloſed 
from my amiable Gemello, written Septem- 
ber 12th; ſo that malignant fate has kept it 
back two months, in ſpite of 'all your care 
and diligence. ' It ſeemed" neceſſary to in- 
form you of this; leſt from the tenour of 
my laſt letter, you ſhould imagine both the 
books and your own letter loſt. Your ex- 
preſſions perfectly agree with the partiality 
which "wy have always'had for me and my 

writings. 
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and affection are grateful, even from-1ndif 
ferent perſons; conſider then what delight 
they muſt afford, when they are beſtowed by 
perſons beloved in ſuch a manner as you are, 
by your moſt faithful Gemello. 

I know. not whether the model of 0 
Beroe® reſembles your Spaniſh young females; 
but this I know, that compared with ours, 
I ſeem to have violated * rules of proba- 
hility. 

Migazzi has not yet appeared. Embrace 
my tyrant Rofenberg ; but with ſuch hearti- 
neſs that he ſhall remember it: my ſlighted 
tenderneſs merits ſuch vengeance. You 
muſt not forget an oſtenſible period for Car- 
uma] Landi, and believe me bomb proof. 


Vienna, November 13, 25 | 


crea ag XXIV, 


To THE SAME. 


Wu . SHALL r vu the two letters; which 
though. Written at the diſtance of a month 
from each other, are now juſt arrived 
together; I know dot whether from that 
which was firſt written travelling tov flow, 


N uh 9 A character in Mitreti. Dum, Suk7 
2 OT 
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or the ſecond too faſt ; but however this 
may have been, I ſhall now. give you an ac- 
count of my commiſſions. "/ a0 Syed? 

With reſpe& to the duet, I think you are 
too complacent in humouring all the capri - 
ces of our fingers. Ever ſince I began to 
write poetry for muſic, I, who am not by 
many miles ſo good as you are, have ſhut, 
nailed, or rather built up, the door, againſt 
all changes of words. We ſhould be har- 
raſſed indeed, if every maggoty theatrical 
Nymph, dainty Adonis, or foppiſh Compoſer, 
were to decide on the merit of the poetry, 
and make us change the parts of an edifice, 
as if it were compofed of cards. You who 
it does not ſeem neceſſary to repreſs the un- 
bridled impertinence of thieſe people. But 
do not imagine, moſt beloved Gemello, chat 
all this preaching ariſes from an averſion to 
labout, er unwillingneſs to oblige you: to 
remove all doubt of my reluctance, I incloſe 
che duet, not only c changed in one, but in 
two different ways; there is nothing di- 
agretable to me, which pleaſes my dear 
Gemello; but it is neceſſary to check your 


uſual facility, that you may net be always 
the victim of unreaſonable people, who are 
4 ne ver 


Ca) 

never to be ſatisfied. If you had aligned a 
reaſon for wiſhing to change the duet, I 
ſhould have adapted myſelf to the opinion of 
others; but this is to divine it blind- fold: 
and though I paſs for a middling poet, yet I 
have nothing of the prophet in me. In your 
ſecond letter, you ſay: now they will 
have no duet: fiat lun— make it then, 
'fays Arlequin. Well, Heaven grant you 
patience. Though, as far as I can'ſee, you 
have already as much as Job or St. Hilary. 

At length our noble and worthy Mon/ignor 
Migazgi is arrived in Vienna: and at our 
firſt meeting we have almoſt ſuffocated each 
other with the number and violence of our 
embraces, and thoſe which he brought from 
you, by commiſſion. I have put his patience 
to extraordinary trials, with my numerous 
and minute queſtions concerning your health, 
way of life, friendſhip for me, and the pub- 
lic approbation which you have ſo well con- 
trived to merit. He went ſo far as to tell 
me, that, conſcious of your heroic conduct 
in circumſtances ſo ſeducing, he might ven · 
ture to canoniſe you without the fear of op- 
Poſition. Figure to yourſelf, if you can, 
* ſweet ſuch muſie muſt be 8 —— 
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your moſt faithful and affeQticnate Gemello. 
Heaven preſerve and bleſs you, Amen. * 
Jam told this inftant, that my moſt 
auguſt Patroneſs is happily brought to bedof 
a little Arch-duke. 7e Deum luudamum 1 
hope that providence, which has hitherts 
preſerved her in ſimilar eircumſtances will 
protect her from all aceidents. The chriſt- 
ning will be at 7 o'dlock'this evening, and 
the new terreſtial pilgrim will be name 
Maximilian. This is being u very obliging 
conſort; to preſent her huſband witli a male 
child on his own birthk-day. But hat enn 
not the admirable MARIA TunnESA do? I 
write amidſt the 'harmonious acclamations 
of the people, Who are running in erouds 
towards the court. The opera which will 
be repreſented to-night in the public theatre, 
will certainly meet wir applauſe ; what is 
there that cannot pleaſe on ſuch a" day? 
The drama is my Re Poſtore, ſet by Gluck; 
a Bohemian compoſer, whoſe ſpirit, noiſe, 
and extravaganec, have ſupplied the place of 
merit in many theatres of Europe, among 
thoſe whom I pity, and who do not conſti- 
. tute the minority of the folks of this world. 
Thank God, we: have want of fuch audi. 
Kors ** ö u 


The 
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[The firſt woman is Signara Catarina GABRIS 
 BLLI, Romana; a young performer, who cer: 
_ tainly has not her equal for excellence in 
voice, taſte, or action, (Pray take notice by 
way of Parentheſis, that I am not in love with 
ber.) Our Mon/ignor / Augier, when, he 
firſt heard her, burſt into rapturous ee 
fons of wonder and delight ; and it was 
only doing her juſtice,” The firſt man ig 
Sig. Mazzaxri, a great player on the vir 
In infalſet; but even He has his admirers, 
as we have palates for every kind of ſauce, 
When I hear finging, I am not ſatisfied with 
mere ſurpriſe, but wiſh the heart to have 
is a ſcience granted only to few'; and nature 
does not often go out of her way to make 
FakIXELLIs. The other fingers of our 
opera, to ſhorten my narratiye, __ —_ 
imagine what you pleaſe. 

I am glad you eſteem our e 
Count de Raſenbergb: in this particular, J 
have no pretenſions to emulate you; but aß 
to love, I ſhall claim my ancient rights with 
my utmoſt vigour, If you are guilty of any 
foul play, expect a furious ſatire in your 
praiſe, in which my rival will have the 
principal part. In the act of reyereneing 

iT and 


( ws ; 7 
and embracing him in my name, I leave 
you to chant the Antiphon. ” : 
Cruel Gemello! and do you ſtill want 
me to ſuffer the pangs of child-birth again! 
After ſo many, labours, do you think I, 
have not loſt the power of bringing forth? 
Do all the nauſeas, the breeding qualms; the 
throes, and fears, of miſcarriages and abe 
tions, Which I have experienced, go for 
nothing? any more than the apprehenſions, 
occaſioned by the rank and penetration of 
the demy- gods for whom I am to encreaſe 
my offspring? I have been ſo rewarded; 
that I have not the courage to refuſe ; but I 
fear the enterpriſe ſo euch; that hs dare Wi 
knee, | 


Non ti minaccio Agne; 

Non ti prometto amor : 
Men prends.ancor Pimpegns, 
Non h ricuſo ancor (r). 


I threaten not diſdain, 
Nor flattring language uſe; 7 
My ſentence I reſtrain, 7 | J 
But do not quite refule, ; 


Adiey on ever dear and adrirable Gene 
Vienna, December B, 755. 


(2) Parody of an ajr in the fr ad ef Ci, dle. 
LET. 


. - ——— n — — 
- * - 5 - 
> L . 64 
—_ * * Ca 328 IF 
N 


822 — 2 po — ma ay rg 
— 2 
. 5 = IT 
— 


I SSIS IE 


— * . — , a - — 1 
* . — 2 > 
— 1 . - 8 1 * — 2 x a 
= EE — — . 


— —— 
— —-— 


— —— —PW—2— ——ͤũ%4öb — - yy — 


2 
— — „ g - RES 
. . . - — - > — z * = — 2 2 
4 * | A — — ow 2 24 — 4 2 —— — " "I 
— — — 8 . 9. —— — — 3 — oe - 
N - pe E f — —— — * > —— — aww. wi * 4 
_ —— —L—-F— - = _ —— — 

— . — —— — 


* 


ER IEEE 
— \ — — 


e 


* | 

e 9 1 
. Ur 

<0 ok 47 N 19 

* $0 4 A | ad \ _ 

. -£ =" ry - 

154807. 90 01 2414 


5 To THE Ak," 


. = 
* N 
* 


4 


oy tell 7-0 many A tat 2 —* Es 


and; publiſh it ſo expreſsly in print, that 


there is not a corner of the habitable earth 
ſo obſcure, as to be ignorant of My enviable 


good fortune (). I pay you; with intereſt; 
and am pleaſed, that a kind of public com. 


pact, ſecures to me a friendſhip which in- 
deed has no cccaſion for props tg ſupport it: 


26 it. is founded upon an ancient reciprocal, 


affectionate, and diſintereſted, propenſity, 
But as every medal has its reverſe; this, my 
dear Gemello, is not in want of one. In- 
numerable are the people who aſpire at the 
patronage of your court, who ſigh for your 
ſupport, and who apply to me as to your 
Benjamin. There is no character that I 
abhor ſo much as an encroaching, and impor- 
tunate acquaintance. And as I know you 


(s) Alluding to the account publiſhed in all the gazettes 
and newſpapers of the time, concerning the ſucceſs, and 
ſplendid manner in which the dramas of Metaſtako were 
ITS Frag 4 

muſt 
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muſt be teazed from morning to night by 
indiſcreet pretenders, I am ſeized with a 
ſhivering fit, when any one of the hundreds 
of this kind of cattle accoſts me with the 
melifluous interrogation of: when, Sig. Abate, 
ſhall you write to your dear Gemello? But in 
order to parry the thruſt, I immediately re- 
ply that I have juſt written, and that we only 
correſpond at the moveable - feaſts. Some 
underſtand me, and are filent ; but the major 
part are ticks, and ſtick ſo cloſe to me, that 
it is impoſſible to get rid of them, but by 
ſpeaking the truth, and - proteſting, that I 
neither will nor ought to importune you, to 
expend your intereſt for perſons utterly un- 
known to you. But when by this and other 
means I have freed myſelf from a hundred 
aſſaults of a ſimilar kind, comes the hun- 
dred and firſt petition, which from reſpect, 
obligation, or the influence of a friend, and 
perhaps from a little ſecret pride of keeping 
alive my credit with you, I have not the 
power to reſiſt, 

Of this laſt kind is the requeſt which has 
been made to me by CounT FiSuRROLA, 
counſellor in the ſupreme council of Flan- 
ders; a moſt. worthy man, of great credit, 
and my particular friend. He has a brother 

ves It. N in 


( 178 ) 

in Spain, called D. Artonio Figuerala, who is 
in great want of your intereſt, in ſupport of 
his pretenſions to be appointed Lieutenant 
Corregidor of the city of Tarazona, in Cata- 
hogna: and 1 implore your kindneſs in his 
favour. From the repugnance which you 
know I have to trouble you on ſuch occa- 
ſions, you may judge of the impulſe which 
has forced me to ſubdue it. I can offer you no 
return but the pleaſure which your beneficient 
nature finds in performing kind offices. 'The 
petition will be made to you by Count Roſems 
berg, to whom Count Figuerola tells me he 
has written: and in this buſineſs, I enter 
into partnerſhip with him, in ſpite of our 
rivalſhip. But that the length of my letter 
may not be more fatiguing than the recom- 
mendation, I embrace you with my accuſ- 
tomed affection, and am, &c. 

Our auguſt Patroneſs thinks no more of 
her lying-1n ; ſhe has already admitted many 
ladies to kiſs her hands, and cannot be pre- 
vented from amis her : attention t to pubs 
lic affairs. 


-"$ December 18, 1756. 


END or THE THIRD SECTION. 
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SECTION W. 
M ETASTASIO ſeems never to have plunged 
into politics with his pacific friend Farinelli ; 
but during the heat of the war of 1756, be- 
tween the King of Pruſſia and the Empreſs 
Queen, he appears in his letters to his bro- 
ther, and a few of his other correſpondents, 
to have eſpouſed the intereſts of his Imperial 
Patroneſs with great zeal, and to have men- 
tioned with heartfelt pleaſure, every advan- 
tage which fortune conceded to her arms. 
In a letter to the Marquis Carlo Cavalli 
of Ravenna, January zd, 1757, he fays: 
« the news of this great empire is ſo intereſt- 
ing to the reſt of the world, that there is 
hardly a corner of the earth which does not 
feel anxious for its fate. Its cauſe is to vin- 
dicate all humagity from the injuries which 
it ſuffers from the violation of charity, juſ- 
tice, and. good faith, the moſt neceſſary 
bonds of ſociety, 
„Our moſt beloved ſovereign has in Bohe- 


mia, one hundred and forty thouſand men, 
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well provided, without mentioning a ſingle 
foreigner. Muſcovy has in motion, one 
hundred and thirty thouſand, and France as 
many. On the 11th of the preſent month, 


the diet of Ratiſbon will proceed to declare 


this a war of the empire; and laſtly, the 
grand Signor of the Turks will concur in 
helping to oppreſs the oppreſſor; ſo that if 
ſome unforeſeen accident does not prevent 
it, I know not how the enemy can eſcape 
deſtruction.” | | 
But previous to this period, at the begin- 
ning of hoſtilities, he writes his brother 
word, that * on the 28th of Auguſt, (1756) 
the King of Pruflia entered Saxony with a 
conſiderable army; laid the country under 
contribution, and the good King (Auguſtus 
II.) who had given him no offence. It is 
pretended, that the extraordinary number of 
troops which we had ſent into Bohemia and 
Moravia, had made him expect to be aſſailed, 
and determined him to prevent us by an 
irruption into Bohemia: but hearing ſome 
months ago of his motions, theſe provinces 
were put into a ſtate of defence.” And he 
afterwards tells his brother, that the two 
armies of the King of Pruſſia are retiring 
N | from 
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from Bohemia, notwithſtanding his boaſted 
victory at Loboſitz, in which we are now 
certain that he loſt ſeven generals. The 
King of Poland is at Warſaw, but all the 
royal family ſtill remains at — Thiele 
are curious times. 
« We have here (at Vienna) our modern 
Fabius, and our Marcellus; fo that martial 
ire ſleeps at preſent. The declaration of 
war by the King of Spain, furniſhes much 
ſubject for converſation. Hoſtilities will now 
acquire freſh vigour, inſtead - of becoming 
more calm, if the Engliſh do not lower their 
imperious tone. A difficult metamorphoſis 
to bring about. | 
„To the common news of the Czarina's 
death, which you and every one muſt have 
heard, let me add the following information, 
which is juſt come: Yeſterday arrived a 
courier from Peterſburgh, at this court, with 
two letters written by the new Czar to the 
Emperor and Empreſs; in which is confirmed, 
the alliance and engagements contracted by the 
late ſovereign with the court of Auſtria, in all 
their moſt minute circumſtances.” 
This declaration, however, was enfeebled 
foon — by the following information. — 
| N 3 A cour- 
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& 4 courier from Peterſburgh laſt Tueſday, 
brings word, that Waorantzof, the Czar's 
prime miniſter, had communicated to ours, 
and to the miniſters of other courts, that bis 
maſter, ſtimulated by motives of humanity, ar- 
dently wiſhed that the horrors of this obſtinate 
war ſhould ceaſe ; and that bis allies might adopt 
his pacific ſentiments, he was ready to relinquiſh 
all advantages,''— This declaration was but 
the prelude to neutrality, and the preſage of 
that diſunion of the courts of Peterſburgh 
and Vienna, which ſoon happened, to the 
great relief of the King of Pruſſia, at a time 
when his ruin was thought inevitable. Me- 
taſtaſio details to his brother, the principal 
events of the times, till the year 1762, 
when the Czar was depoſed, and the preſent 
Empreſs, his confort, aſcending the throne, 
declared war againſt the King of Pruſſia. 

In 1757, our poet, always a faithful ſon 
of the church and city of Rome, and con- 
ſequently no well wiſher to the King 
of Pruſſia, and the proteſtant powers; 
though he conſtantly expreſſes himſelf with 
moderation, yet he writes triumphantly to 
his friend Sig. Argenvilliers, that on the 
12th of November, our Marchal Daun, 
after three vigorous” attacks, had ſeized on 

I Schweidnitz, 
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Schweidnitz. On the 22d, after thirteen 
attacks, he had entirely defeated the army 
before Breſlau, commanded by the Prince 
of Bevern, in their horrible trenches, which 
were thought inſuperable: an inſtance of 
valour, of which there has been no example 
for many ages. And this moment further 
intelligence is brought, that the commander, 
the Prince of Bevern himſelf, is made priſon- 
er; but I am not yet acquainted with the par- 
ticulars. I ſhould write more, but am going 
to ſee the general Duke d' Urſel paſs by, 
who formally brings the news, preceded by 
a proceſſion of poſtillions. . 

But ſoon after, he is obliged to confeſs to 
the ſame correſpondent, that the unff8ttunate 
battle of the 5th of December, and its 
neceſlary conſequence, the capitulation of 
Breſlau, were but too true. A body of thir- 
teen thouſand men who abandoned our left 
wing, rendered it impoſſible for our brave 
Auſtrians to fave the town, We muſt have 
patience, Our troops are at preſent in 
winter quarters, but in that comfortleſs re- 
pole, which prepares for new fatigues. 


LE T- 
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LETTER. I. 


TO $IG. FILIPPONI, AT TURIN. 


I am more late than I wiſhed in anſwer. 
ing your letter of laſt February, depending 
on your indulgence, more than on that of a 
number of troubleſome correſpondents to 
whom I am obliged to write, in anſwer to 
letters full of nothing; which, however, I 
dare not treat with neglect. You know 
that I am ſhot at by all the inſects of Par- 
naſſus; and not a week paſſes that I do not 
curſe Me inventor of poſts, and with him 
with all my heart in one of Dante's infernal 
bogs, with the little devil who made the 
trumpet, you know of what (7). But theſe 
are days of penitence, ſo we muſt curb our 
anger, and regard our perſecutions as expia- 
tions of poctical ſins. 

If my Nitteti has found favour. in your 
fight, I ſhall congratulate myſelf on this new 
proof of your partiality. But if the Marquis 
Ormea has any intention of bringing it on 
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your ſtage, I muſt inform him, that its ſucceſs 
will entirely depend on the character of 
Nitteti being well acted. | 

I do not ſend you my cantata on the 
Calidonian Chaſe, becauſe. your curioſity may 
begratified by the Cavalier Raiberti, to whom 
Sig. Canale has furniſhed a copy. As to 
the performance and printing of this and 
Nitteti, with all the corrections and altera- 
tions that may be neceſlary, I leave them 
to my friends, as I never lick my own 
cubs ; I ſhould have too much employment 
if I did. 

The type and price of the new edition of 
my works are quite what they ſhould be; 
but the paper merits no praiſe, As to 
correctneſs, God help us! 


Vienna, March 14, 1757. 
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LETTER II. 
TO THE SAME. 2 


I 8n4LL anſwer your two letters of the 
23d of laſt month, and the 7th inſtant, 
together. For the commiſſion in the firſt 
concerning CounT GovkANo, you have ad- 
dreſſed yourſelf to a poor commiſſary; as 1 
have but little communication with the 
military hierarchy, Add to this, that all our 
heroes are at preſent in the field ; and that 
Prince Litebtenſtein, who is ſtill here, and to 
whom I intended to addreſs myſelf in favour 
of our ſtydious Cavalier, being extremely 
occupied at court, in the preſent agitation of 
public affairs, is not eaſily acceſſible; and if 
he was, I ſhould not find him in that tran- 
quil ſtate of mind which I ſhould with, for 
the furtherance of our buſineſs. However, 
when a favourable opportunity preſents it- 
ſelf, I ſhall not forget your petition. Now 
for the ſecond letter, | 

I envy the fate of my picture, which is fo 
much carreſſed; and for a thouſand reaſons 
would change ſituations with it for ſome 
"© time 


("PF 3 
time to come. I am told, that it 1s extremely 
like; ſo that you may ſafely ſet your friendly 
and affectionate imagination to work. 

I thank you for the ſolicitude concerning 
the correction of my works in this new 
edition. Pray deſire the printer to regulate 
his preſs by that of Paris: ſupplying, in my 
ſacred dramas, the omiſſions of the texts of 
ſcripture, and citations from the fathers. 
Theſe being no leſs neceſſary for the honour, 
than ſafety of the author. 

I entreat you to expreſs my moſt grateful 
ſentiments to the worthy advocate, S16NOR 
BrxuN1, for his partial commemoration of 
me in your Licæum. Though I deſpair of 
ever deſerving it, yet I cannot help being 
ambitious of his friendſhip, of obeying his 
commands, and of manifeſting my opinion 
of his worth. Beſides public occaſions for 
ill- humour, a humour in my eyes gives me 
private cauſe for peeviſhneſs ; I ſhall there- 
fore haſten to aſſure you, that in all humours, 
Jam, &e, 


Vienna, May 23d, 1757. 
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LETTER III. 


ro THE SAME. 


1 sEND you 2/ Sogno, correctly tranſcribed 
for the preſs; and a ſonnet on the laſt vic- 
tory, which may ſerve as a counterpoiſon to 
the malignant piety of thoſe who would 
aſſign it to a miracle, in order to diminiſh the 
glory of thoſe Who have earned it. 

I have ſent a copy of the Roman edition of 
Nitteti, which has been corrected ; but Imuſt 
beg of you to tell the compoſitor to uſe no 
capitals, except at the beginning of a verſe, 
and to proper names. This drama ought 
abſolutely to precede the juvenile poetry, 
which is uſually called additions; but I ſhall 
be content with whatever place you ſhall 
aſſign it. The ſonnet to my dear FARINELLI 
ſhould have admiſſion among the lyric 
poetry, and not at the front of Nirteti. 
Forgive my unavoidable laconiſm, and be- 
lieve me, &c. 


Vienna, Auguſt 29, 1757. 


LE T- 
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LETTS KF. 
TO THE SAME. 


Wir your moſt affectionate letter of the 
22d of October, I receive proofs of three fron- 
tiſpieces to the Turin edition of my works. 
They appear to me in very good taſte; grace- 
ful, well deſigned, and well executed. 1 am 
much obliged to you for your care in this 
particular, and if the accuracy of the preſs is 
correſpondent, we ſhall have reaſon to be 
ſatisfied with the impreſſion. 

I ſhall be glad of a few proofs, to gratify 
parental curioſity ; but do not lay too heavy 
a burthen on the editors. You who have 
long known me, ſhould make me a little 
known to them. Adieu. 


Vienna, November 7, 1757- 


LET TIE. Rv; 
TO THE ABATE PASQUINI. 


THE lively deſcription which you make in 
your letter of the 13th of laſt month, con- 
cerning 
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eerning your ſufferings in the rity of Siena, do 
more Cnr to the rhetoric than the philoſo- 
phy of the writer. If ever it ſhould come into 
your head to undertake it, I am certain that 
you could give a ſimilar aſpect to a reſidence 
at Rome or Athens. I admire this ſeducing 
faculty, and ſhould treat it with ſtill more 
reſpect, if you knew how to fet a proper va- 
lue on the advantages which are in your 
power; reflecting on all thoſe deſirable cir- 
cumſtances which can render life tolerable, 
if not happy. For though mortals are not 
gifted with the art of accommodating circum- 
ſtances to their convenience, they may ac- 
commodate themſelves tocircumftances. But 
methinks 1 hear you fay, that it is eaſy to 
preach up faſting, upon a full ſtomach : and 
1 tell you, that we have all occafion for com- 
paſſion, though all are not willing to beſtow 
it, For my own part, I muft confeſs, either 
from moderation or pride, that I avoid, as 
much as poſſible, the finding from the pity 
of others, proofs of that miſery which I wiſh 
to conceal from myſelf, But enough of 
moralizing. 

CounT RicutcourT, who ſet off for 
Florence this evening, told me a few 
nights 80, unſolicited, that he believed he 

ſhould 
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ſhould accompliſh your buſineſs; as nothing 
but the ſovereign's fiat was wanting, which 
from the diſpoſition in which he had brought 
and left him, he had no doubt of obtaining. 
The Emperor is in Bohemia: ſo that, at pre- 
ſent, I am to give you no further information 
about it. But if the thing is done, you will 
perhaps hear of it before me. Suſpend your 
thanks, however, to the Count, till you canon- 
ically know that the favour 1s granted: as I 
had no commiſſion given me to tell you thus 
much. If ever this ripe apple has occaſion 
for another ſhake to bring it from the bough, 
I ſhall borrow the arm of Count Los!. 
Do not paint misfortune with all the vigour 
of your genius. I am, &c. 


Vienna, Auguſt 19, 1757. 


Poor Paſquini's appointment was not con- 
firmed till the next year, as appears by the 
following congratulatory letter from Metaſ- 
taſio. 
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LET TER VL 


To. THE ABATE PASQUINT. | 


Havixs this moment received your moſt 
welcome letter of the 6th inſt. containing 
the long wiſhed for information of your 
being elected to the office of Vice- rector of 
your college, I congratulate not only you, 
but myſelf, and the Siena daes, on this 
event. 

I am extremely obliged to the Abate Can- 
tini, who has ſo well ſeconded my zeal, and 
I with you may long enjoy the fruits of this 
appointment, in that philoſophical tranquilli- 
ty which gives to neceſſaries all the effect of 
opulence; not indeed in the ſuperabundance 
of wealth, but paucity of wants. Take care 
of your health, continue to love me, and to 
aſſure yourſelf, that I am with invariable 


conſtancy, &c. 
Vienna, February 20, 1758. 


This is the laſt letter in the collection 
from Mx TAS TASIO to PasqQuini. He is 
WN mentioned with affection in ſub- 

, {ſequent 
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ſequent letters to his other correſpondents, 
particularly to Livia ACCARI61,-a' poeteſs 
of a noble family at Siena, who ſent M- 
TASTASIO her works for his advice, or ra- 
ther approbation. In concluding a letter to 
this lady, in October 1763, he ſays: you 
enjoy the company of my admirable friend, 
i] Padre maeſiro AzzoN1. Pray put him fre- 
quently in mind of my eſteem and ſincere 
affection. How will Pasquini triumph in 
having raviſhed him from me ! I muſt have 
patience. But let him, at leaſt, appeaſe my 
envy, by giving me frequent proofs of his 
own affection.“ 123 

In December following, however, addreſſ- 
ing himſelf to the ſame lady at Siena; he 
ſays: | 

„The unhappy and unexpected loſs of our 
poor ABAaTE PASQUINI has truly wounded 
me to the heart. He was a man perfectly 
amiable in his natural character, diſtinct 
from his talents; and one who returned, 
with exemplary gratitude, the affection of 
his true friends. I feel, and ſhall long feel, 
the want of him; and the more ſo, on reflect- 
ing how great a loſs he muſt be to you, and 
to our moſt worthy'PapreE Azzoxr, who 
knew his merit, and how to prize even his 

voL. II. 0 trant+ 
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tranſports; Which, though they varied his 
character, never depraved it. 

The continuation of your moſt n 
friendſhip will be a great ſource of conſola- 
tion to me; an acquiſition for which I ſhall 
be always grateful to the memory of my 
dear friend, from whoſe. kindneſs it was de- 
rived. Try, dear Madam, to divert your 
attention from this afflicting event, by an 
innocent commerce with the muſes, who are 
ſo ready to favour you whenever you call 
upon them.“ 


LETTER VH. 


TO THE CAVALIER FARINELLI. 


Havins this inſtant read a categorical 
anſwer from S1GNORA GABRIELLI1, I haſten to 
communicate it to you, in order to ſave the 
poſt. \ Your letter to me, my dear Gemello, 
was divided into two parts; the one con- 
tained a plain propoſition, and the other an 
inſinuation, to be uſed diſcretionally, The 
plain propoſition, was an offer of the place 


of SIGNORA PARIGI to the GABRIELLY, at 
Eaſter 1759, The ſecond clauſe, or inſi- 


nuation, 


 EFWI 
nuation, was to inform me, that it might be 
neceſſary to ſupply the place immediately, of 
the Sr6NoRA CASTELLINT, Who had a 
of returning to Italy. | 

To the plain propoſition or * onna | 
GABRIELLI ſays, rbar de accepts, with the 
moſt reſpeQful ſubmiſſion, the honour pro» 
poſed to her of ſueceeding Srexnoka PARTOI 
in the ſervice of their moſt clement majeſties 
of Spain, at the feaſt of the reſurrection, in 
1759 ; ſo that if the accuſtomed artiele is ſent, 
in which ſhe is allowed the title of firſt woman, 
with a ſalary of one thouſand twohundreddou- 
bloons, like that granted to the MiNdO TT, 
ſhe will immediately return a duplicate of 
it, ſigned and exetuted in the uſual manner. 
She adds, it is her hope, that the preſent 
which was made to the MiNoOrrt, of three 
hundred doubloons more, will be granted to 
her, by the royal munificence of theſe ſove- 
reigns,” to defray the expence of ſo long a 
journey, And if this requeſt is complied 
with by their Catholic majeſties, ſhe entreats 
to have it ſpecified in the contract. as an 
honourable teſtimony of the genervſity with 
which ſhe was treated by fo great a court.” 80 
that this firſt» buſineſs ſeems finally adjuſted, 
and open to no objection, 
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The other has been inſinuated, and ſeems 
very feaſible. The GaBrIELLI is ſo de- 
ſirous and impatient to throw herſelf at the 
feet of ſuch magnificent ſovereigns, in hopes 
of being honoured with their approbation, 
that ſhe will be very ready to pbey their 
commands at Madrid, before the Eaſter of 
1759, or the preſent autumn, if neceſſary; 
notwithſtanding that it depends only on herſelf 
to remain here in repoſe, during the two 
years which are unexpired of her contract, 
or to accept of the place of firſt woman at 
Milan. But as ſhe is perſuaded, that the 
clemency of theſe auguſt ſovereigns, and the 
equity of my dear Gemello, would not wiſh 
that ſhe ſhould injure her future intereſt by 
her zeal, ſhe preſumes to propels the follow- 
ing expedient, 

That with the article for the Eaſter af 
1759, in which ſhe has the title of h wa- 
man, another may be ſent for an earlier pe- 
riod, without the expreſſion of either firft or 
ſecond, with the ſame annual ſalary and pre- 
ſent, ſpecified in the firſt article. 

And in conſideration of her reſpectful 
compliance with the ſecond propoſal, by re- 
linquiſhing the title of fir/? woman, the hopes 
Hoe it will be ſupplied by that of Virtugſa dt 


Camera 
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Camera, or ſimply, Virtuoſa in the ſervice of 
their Catholic majeſties, which is left to their 
ſovereign pleaſure and your diſcernment ; 
and hopes, that her Zeal and diligence will 
enable her toobtain that benign notice, which 
her limited talents'may fail to merit. 

I ought to be diffuſe in expreſſions of gra- 
titude, reſpect, aud prayers on the part of 
S16noka GaBRIELLI, for the continuance of 
your partiality ; but if I lengthen my letter, 
the poſt will go without it. You muſt there= 
fore ſet your imagination to work in her be- 
half. I ſhall only add, that you will have a 
good bargain, which in your hands will ſoon 
be greatly encreaſed in its value: as aer B 
excellent ſtuff to work upon 

His excellence, Count Kaiinitz, embraces 
you affectionately, echoing moſt gratefully 
your own - expreſſive language. My noſe 
is aſhamed of your generoſity. Adieu. The 
reſt 1s reſeryed for another letter. 


Vienna, April 24; 1757. 
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LETTER VL 


TO THE SAME. 


Tux article in your letter of the 7th of 
June, concerning the. melancholy accident 
that happened at the fireworks, has given me 
a high opinion of the ſenſibility of your heart; 
it could not, however, occaſion remorſe. I 
congratulate. you on the laudable ſentiments 
of charity which this event awakened in 
your mind, and wiſh you an unlimited power 
of gratifying it. 

I ſend you our SIGNORA GABRIELLI's arti- 
cle, ſigned and executed. And am commiſſion- 
ed to expreſs to you the confuſion, reverence, 
and ſubmiſſion, with which ſhe has received 
the royal teſtimonies of your magnanimous 
ſovereign's favour: and the indelible grati- 
tude which ſhe ſhall always retain, for the 
benevolent and friendly hand that has pro- 
cured her ſuch enviable honours. She wiſhes 
to teſtify all this in her own hand; and if her 
letter arrives, as I expect, before this is ſeal- 
ed, I ſhall incloſe it. 


While 
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While I write, you will partake of our 
felicity. You muſt have heard how the he- 
roic conſtancy of our moſt auguſt ſovereign, 
the wiſdom of our cabinet, the maſterly con- 
duct of MARSHAL Dux, and the prodigious 
valour of our troops, have changed, in fix 
hours time, the fate of Europe. You pre- 
dicted this in your letter: ſo that I ſhall ex- 
pedite to you, in form, a ſolemn patent of 
prophet. I ſhould gladly write more on this 
agreeable ſubject; but beſides your being 
previouſly informed of this event, a violent 
inflammation in my eyes has rendered writing 
a very painful operation; fo that I ſhall deny 
myſelf the ſatisfaction of repeating an old 
ſtory. 

Vienna, July 11, 1757. 


LETTER IX. 


TO THE SAME. 


On what ſnuff! Oh what nectar for the 
Gods! Oh what a delicate and delicious 
drug! At length, the day before yeſterday, 


and not ſooner, the long withed for cheſt ar- 
rived, after a thouſand dangers, impediments, 
and wanderings, more ftrange than thoſe of 
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Ulyſſes. And yet it is ſtill in the higlieſt 
perfection, without having ſuffered the leaſt 
injury from ſo long a voyage. It was hardly 
entered the houſe, before my impatient noſe 
went to work with great ſenſuality: and 
found three admirable different ſorts; but 
that in the two vaſes, upon which was writ- 
ten. Habana, is as much ſuperior to the other 
two, as my Gemello is to all other heroes of 
the harmonic family. During theſe two 
days, every intelligent noſe of this country 
has admired and envied it: and I fatten with 
the glory, that all the proudeſt ſnuff boxes in 
the city give way, without the leaſt diſpute, to. 
mine. And as there is not a mole that is 


ignorant of our twinſhip, whenever my Ha- 


vanab is handed about in company, I hear a 
ſweet murmer, which, in repeating the name 
of my dear Gemello, exalts his ſupreme diſ- 
cernment in great as well as little things. 
Imagine to yourſelf my pleaſure, and how 
certain, if I had not been yours before, you 
were now of taking me by the noſe. _ 
When you required me to return $16NoRA 
Pakror's letter, I trembled leſt 1 ſhould 
have been ſo thoughtleſs as to burn it: as, 


in, order to avoid confuſion, 1 generally do 


all letters that 8 been anſwered. But, 
thank 
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thank Heaven, I had preſerved this, and 
now return it. I cannot however avoid 
telling you, my dear Gemello, that you are 
too good a chriſtian, and pay too great atten- 
tion to the follies of our tragi-comic nymphs, 
who only deſerve laughter, or at moſt, com- 
paſſion. I ſhall be glad if our GAaBRIELLY is 
an exception to the rule. She commiſſions 
me to preſent her beſt compliments to you, 
and proteſts, that you are her Cyngſure, and 
that there is nothing of which ſhe is ſo am- 
bitious, as of becoming your pupil. 

I have not written to you a long while, 
partly not to teaze you about trifles, while 
I knew you were ſo buſy; partly from 
expecting the ſnuff every moment, and partly 
from the diſorder in my eyes, rendering 
both reading and writing very painful. And 
it 18 an enviable quality in me, not to bear 
to be alone when any evil has befallen me : 
You ſee how amiable _y company muſt be 
at ſuch times. 

My muſes, more harlots than ever, hardly, 
deign at preſent, to come near me; though I | 
am now called upon by my little ſerene Patron- 
eſſes, who are all more muſical than ever. 
However, if I had met with a happy ſubject, 
I ſhould have made them come whether they 

8 would 


at } 


would or no, in order to ſatisfy the gluttony 
of my Gemello. But after writing ſo much, it 
is not eaſy to find ſubjects which will not bring 
me back to myſelf, Nevertheleſs, you are 
always next my heart; I think of you, and 
when 1 ſhall fay ti prometto amor, the law 
wilt be inviolable. In the mean time, par- 
don me for writing little things for others; 
they coſt as much trouble as great, becauſe 
the difficulty is in the invention, not the 
number of verſes; and at laſt, do little 
credit. If you wiſh to put the muſes in 
good humour, it muſt be by a better ac- 
count of your health. Regard my noſe as 


your flave to all eternity, and believe me, &Cc. 
i Vienna, Oober 225 1757 


LETTER xX. 
TO THE SAME. 

Your little, ſhort, and 1 letter 
of the 17th of laſt July, from Aranjuea, to- 
gether with the news received at this court, 
and ſpread among us, tells me but too 
plainly, the ſtate of your mind, and anxiety 
of all good people, concerning the health 


I ; of 


C9 
of your venerated ſovereign. Would to 
Heaven this ſtorm may blow over, in ſpite 
of the terrible deſcriptions which are ſent 
hither from all parts. 

S16NoR Marcuesini, whom I cordially 
and gratefully ſalute, writes me word in 
your name, that you are impatient for an 
anſwer from MoNTICELLI. How is it poſſible, 
that in ſo long a time, you ſhould not have 
received my final anſwer to this buſineſs, 
together with Monticelli s original letter; in 
which this Virtuoſo explains himſelf in the 
moſt unequivocal manner, by ſaying: that 
the ſalary offered to him is inadequate to: his ex- 
pectationt, and that you are at liberty to ſeek 
another finger * I rather believe that Sig. 
Marcheſini has miſunderſtood your commiſ- 
fon, and applied to Monticelli, your impa- 
tience at the tardy arrival of Monfignor 
P Augier's anſwer; who, (by way of paren- 
theſis) upon being interrogated by me, ſwears 
upon the agnus dei, that he wrote to you 
on the roth of June. Now theſe enormous 
irregularities in our correſpondence, are 
phenomena for which I am utterly unable to 
account. I recommended to you, in the dif- 
creet terms to which I always reſtrain my- 
ſelf, the affair of the Marquit Doria, ſecond- 
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ing the wiſhes of our court. This is another 
firrup from which I am unable to exempt 
you; throw it down, and afterwards throw. 
it up, if your ſtomach diflikes it; but, for 
Heaven's fake, anſwer me, or employ ant 
body elſe to ſave my credit. 

Cardinal Alexander Albani, with whom 1 
never was in correſpondence, writes to me 
in the moſt preſſing manner, to deſire, that 
in conſequence of our public and notorious 
affection, I would recommend to you for 
your theatre royal, Sig. Gruszeys Tozzt, 
a ſoprano, whom 1 have never known, ſeen, 
or heard; nor did I ſuſpect, till now, that 
ſuch a perſon exiſted among us miſerable 
mortals; Tell me, in charity, how 1 can 
refuſe writing a letter, at the inſtigation of a 
pillar of the holy mother chureh? Tell me, 
in mercy, how far you think yourſelf obliged 
to attend to a recommendation, which is no 
further ſeconded by me, than it may happen 
to ſuit with your intereſt and convenience ? 
Tell me, in compaſſion, what it will coſt 
you to give me two words of anſwer, that I 
may ſhew them for my juſtification ? Adieu, 
my dear Gemello; if you knew how dear 
you are to my heart, you would take care of 
your health. This letter is intended as the 

| | 4 letter 
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letter of recommendation of Sto No Tozzi; 
ſo that I expect no formal anſwer to any 
other buſineſs. 


Vienna, Auguſt 19, v4 


LETTER XI. 


TO THE SAME. 


1 HAVE not the heart, my deareſt friend, 
to irritate your wounds by long complaints ; 
I judge. of what you muſt ſuffer, from the 
impreſſion which our irreparable loſs has 
made on my own mind; and ſhould rather 
think the attempt to conſole you, a cruelty, 
than an office of kindneſs, Time, neceſ- 
ſity, reſignation to the will of providence, 
and your own prudence, and chriſtian re- 
flexions, will obtain you that tranquillity, 
which it would be in vain for me to attempt 
to recommend to you. Take care of your- 
{elf, during this ſevere trial, and remember 
that you have innumerable companions in 
your moſt juſt and a_gnnve affliction 1 | u). 

I can 


(u) This calamity, was the death of the 2 of 
Spain, Maria Barbara, infanta of Portugal. She was mar- 
ried to Ferdinand, Prince of Aſturias in 1728, who af- 

cended 
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I can no longer doubt, my dear friend, 
that many of my letters to you have miſtars 
ried, The occaſion of this failure cannot 
have been at Vienna. I have made all 
poſſible enquiry, but find no cauſe for blame 
here. Do you do the ſame at Madrid, and 
try to diſcover, whether ſome ingenious per- 
ſonage has not tried to ſave you the tireſome 
taſk of reading my letters. 


cended the throne of Spain in 1746. This Princeſs was 
the ſcholar and Patroneſs of Domenico Scarlatti, who com- 
poſed his firſt two books of harpſichord leſſons, that were 
publiſhed in England by Roſeingrave, for her uſe. When 
the went to Spain, in 1728, Scarlatti followed her thither, 
and continued to enjoy her favour till the time of his death, 
in 1757, at ſeventy 7. This original compoſer and 
great performer, like many men of genius and talents, was 
ſo inattenti ve to common concerns, and ſo much addicted 
to play, that he was frequently diſtreſſed in his circum- 
ſtances, and as often extricated by the bounty of his royal 
miſtreſs ; who, as Farinelli aſſured me, not only often paid 
his debts, but, at his interceſſion, continued a penſion of 
four thouſand crowns to his widow and three daughters, 
who were left deſtitute at his deceaſe. The death of this 
Princeſs, whole liberality equalled her taſte and knowledge 
in muſic and poetry, was ſeverely felt by Metaſtaſio and 
Farinelli; who, though they long ſurvived their royal 
Patroneſs, enjoyed but ſeldom, afterwards, the fragrant in- 
cenſe of public acclamation, or of royal praiſe equally flatter- 
ing, with that which they had ſo long been accuſtomed to 
receive from this Queen, whoſe name is till mentioned 
with cen reverence by the Spaniards. 

This 
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This failure may have been occaſigned by- 
the irregularity of the polt, as I ſent my 
letters by that channel, in order to avoid 
incommoding the miniſter more than was 
neceſſary; but, as my letters had hitherto 
been regularly deliyered to you in this com- 
mon way, it becomes an aceident the more 
extraordinary, particularly, as my letters ta 
you concerning Monticelli are miſſing, This is 
a circumſtance that may lead to a diſcovery. 
As far as I can remember, the following 
were the contents of theſe letters. 

When you commiſſioned me to treat ith 
Monticelli for Madrid, F had the propoſition 
made to him by the banker, and not by my- 
ſelf, that no ſuſpicions may be raiſed by the 
uſe of my name, during ſuch : troubleſome 
times at Dreſden, Monticelli anſwered, that 
he was at liberty to accept the engagement, as 
his article with Dreſden expired exactly at the 
time that you ſhould want him. I gave you 
advice of all this; and with that ſincerity 
which is due to ſuch a friend as you, who 
confided in my report, I gave you a minute 
deſcription of the preſent qualifications of 
Monticelli, as to voice, manner, diligence, 
action, and way of thinking: in order that, 
by ſhewing you both ſides of the medal, you 

might 
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might judge of his powers, and act ddd 
ingly. To all this exactitude you have given 
me no kind of anſwer. You, however, ſent 
me propoſals for Monticelli, and I had them 


tranſcribed, word for word, and forwarded to 


Dreſden, The anſwer of Monticelli was 
ſent to me, and was in ſubſtance, * that the 
terms offered to him were not equal to the 
great expence and length of the journey ; 
that he thanked you, and left you at liberty 
to treat with any other ſinger.” For fear of 
altering a ſingle word in this anſwer, I ſent 
you the original, in Monticelli's hand writ- 
ing, ſo long ago as laſt May. 

Another buſineſs, concerning which JI 
have had no anſwer, was the recommendas» 


tion, by order of our court, ef a certain 


Marquis Doria. And ſtill another, concern- 
ing the indiſpoſition of our Arch-biſhop 
Migazzi. Item. In all theſe letters, I com- 
plained of your cruelty in ſpeaking to me of 
writing operas, while the enemy was within 
nine poſts of Vienna, bombarding Olmutz. 


And gave you to underſtand, that while fo 


furious and bloody a war raged at our doors, 
it was not a time for a poor frightened 
gentleman, to be thinking of Ariets, or 
theatrical amours. But you took not the 


leaſt 


(999 


| leaſt” notice of theſe \iripedimmenits in your 
anſwer” 01199 4% AYOV. #111? < Nos. 1 Dis 

Fe In ale dhe ll. er iht 
of laſt month, I recomtnended p 
ſinger of the nate of Toi, for your theitre, 
at the inffigation f 1e oda G 
Aleſſandro) Albani; bat” to this nb anſwer 
has yet arfivedl bag 19 "I dee 930191903 


The: pleaſantries=which you hear frem 


Italy concerning our Signora Gabrielli, are but 
too true. She is young, an Italian, favoured 
by nature, and of tranſcendant” abilities in 
muſic : ſo that it is not extraordinary, that 
like other Sirens, ſhe ſhould be capricious. 
But in Vour hands, I hope ſke will be more 
prudent. She is perfectly perfuaded of herown 
merit, and yet is extremely timid. In order 
to moderate that impetuoſity Which her ta- 
lents may inſpire, it will, perhaps, be neceſ⸗ 
lary to impreſs her mind with great reſpect, 
or rather, poſitive fear of the fovereign and 
the court; but that it may not depreſs her 
ſpirits too much in performance, it will be 
neceſſary likewiſe for you to encourage her 
by your approbation, and the applauſe of your 
friends; and I affure you that ſhe will merit 
it. Indeed you are a more expert pilot thau 
me, and I doubt not but you wilt turn your 
VOL. 11. P ſcience 
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e good accounts; At Vienna, Milan; 
and Lucca, where this young performer Was 
dexterguſly; managed, ſbe cnchanted..evtery 
mottal ho heard her; but at Padua, where 
they wiſhed to. uſe the whip more than the 
ſpum they threw away their monty. 
I can Write no more, my dear Gemello: 1 
therefore embrace you tenderly, and.am, &c; 


Agb 0 Fine; Sensember 231 7889. 


and ee NNa ta e 5 (129; 91, v3 7 11. 
n 90 DI 1 : {13 OM 
(LETTER x. 


an 4 0 THE SAME.” ihe 


1 HAVE. thy to anſwer two of pur; defi 
letters, the one dated from Villavizioſa, the 
2d of October, and the other the 16th; both 
filled with that juſt affliction which the pre · 
ſent ſorrow ful ſituation of your court e 
even at a diſtance, | 8 

The death of ſo admirable a "ay as 
her royal conſort oppreſſed with grief. for ſo 


* 


| irreparable a loſs, are objects for, a diſin- 


tereſted ſeryant, obliged, honoured, and full 
of affection and gratitude like yourſelf, that 
muſt inevitably plunge your mind in LY 


abyf of deſolation, 1 know not MW. What to ; 


$A 


lay 2 you, my « dear friend, equal to what I 
feel 


Gar) 


feel Hr: you. Vet I have ne doubt, but that 
you, who have- ſhewn the world how capable | 
you are of reſiſting the flattering ſmiles of 
fortune, will know how to ſupport adyerſity 
and that your prudence will not, wait for the 
aſſiſtance of neceſſity, to manifeſt wiſdom 
and chriſtian reſig nation. 

Vour royal benefactreſs of glorious. me- 
mory, know your worth. Her teſtimony 
does honour to. your difintereſtedueſs and her 


juſtice. * 5 — 1 | Tell 17 0 1 
Monticelli died at Dreſdeng they 45 by an 
accidet Reguięſcat Mobi, sd no nes) 


I. am no performer ; on. 60 harp, t the 
inſtrument is, too imperfect, and l ehxy no 
one who knows how to ſcateh it (20 Let 
me hear from you whenever bel, ae 
to be aſſured if ever I loved you, it is now, 
when affeCtion is inflamed by piety. Adieu, 
my dear Gemello, | 


, Ut 4 2 Vienna, November, 1758. | 


+ . 


— —— — 


LIAATK ILE re 

() This ſevere cenſure of the harp, was made before 
the invention of pedals, andſubſequent cultivation, had ren- 
dered it an inſtrument of ſuch execution, that M 
had he heard it played on by the admirable Mabans 
Cavidraokth 0 bave Changed his re ind a pane 
cyric. 
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tions'of the horrors of war, muſt at all times 


tower poœtns: indeed the only verſes of this 


de feared, arrived at his knowledge àt toe 


(212 ) 
' This wad melancholy period of ourbard% 
life; 1 The loſſes which his Imperial Patrons 
frequently ſuſtained in the conflict with the 
King of Pruſſia, muſt have afflicted as Well 
as ineommoded him; and the mere narru- 


have harrowed up the foul of 4 being whoſe 


native diſpoſition was benign and gentle. In 


175% and 1758, he wrote few letters ail 


time, which I find in his works, are the 
fou: lines Which he addreſſed to the Hrnpreſs 
. on the victory at Colin. 219 

In the early part of 17 59, he addreſſed his 
friend Furinelli, on a ſubject which, it is to 


inauſpieious a einne to nn te the ee 
effect. 44 | | Nahe 30 
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b "6 ſpite of the wolence of 711 y--ve 
complaints, of a Humber of #ifiigrs ech ot 
ployments, and the Hick. of teazipg .you,, 1 
am unable to reſi { the at; on which 
21444 X Our 


6330 


our poor friend Porpora excited in me eſters: 
day, when he entreated me to back the letter 
which 1 now encloſe, with one-from myſelf. 
It is a circumſtance, my dear Gemello, ſufs, 
ficient to draw tears from every one poſſeſſed 
of humanity, to fee a man of ſuch merit in 
his profeſſion, reduced to an ab/olute want of 
daily bread, by the well known misfortunes, 
of Saxony, | whence he derived a certain 
penſion, ſufficient, at leaſt, for his ſubſiſt- 
ence. / Theſe are the only caſes in which I 
feel the narrow limits of my fortune; as I. 
am unable to find in all philoſophy, any pre- 
ſervatives that can mitigate the Ni as 
being uſeleſs to the unhappy, | ay 57 
He fyppoſes that your. e 
ſovereigns, from their munificence and 
charity, uſed to grant little penſions, under 
the title of Eleemoſynaries, to petſons in diſ-- 
treſs ; and he entreats me to recommend 
him to your interceffion, that he might ob- 
tain one which would juſt enable him to ſub- 
iſt, and this is not ſaying much. + 
It will be better explained by blvaſelf-in- 
his own letter, which I have not read; and 
to recommend him to my dear Gemello, is 
E his _ beat, of which 


( 244 ) 
he has given; and daily gives, ſuch 1 numerous 
| 1d honourable proofs. 3789 29 > goto (Ka 
We are bound by __ duty to ſucoour 
the poor Porpbru: he is à man, and we are 
obliged to nſſiſt our fellow creatures: he is 
in want; he is of emitience, and a friend; he 
is old, and a ſmall pittance will ſave þim from 
periſhing. Do you perform this meritorious: 
work; my deareſt Gemello, if poſſible. It 
belongs particularly to your department in 
behievolence;: to aſſiſt a perſon well known 
to all Europe; it will juſtly enereaſe the 
fatne of your generous; beneficent, and well 
reſpected character; and I ſhall be perſonally: 
obliged to you, for ſaving me from the pain 
of beholding the wreck of a man whom we 
have emed from our early youth'(x). 


(* Poxrona, though not the greateſt compoſer of his 


time, was univerſally allowed to be the greateſt /inging-' 
maſter. Farinelli had been his ſcholar, and they were in 
England together. Moſt of che great ſingers, male and 
female, of the firſt forty or fifty years of the preſent century, | 
had been formed or finiſhed by him. The late Elecreß 
Dowzger of Saxony, who had advanced into the myſteries 
of the art of muſic, further than moſt profeſſors, had been 
his ſchalar, $ Metaſtaſio himſelf had been initiated into the 
vocal art, and into that of compaſition, as far as Was. 

net eſſary ſor a Ayric poet, by Porpora ; and even the ad. 

mirable Dr. Haydn confeſſes obligations to hini} early ir 


2 during | is reſidence at Vienna, in the art of ſinging. 
Adieu, 


(as } 

Adieu, ny dear Gemello. Do what your 
heart adviſes on this occaſioti. sm. 
If ever the evil ſpirit ſhould call to your 
remembrance, any of Porporu t irregulari- 
ties forget not that the infirmities of the 
mind, merit equal compaſſion with thoſe 
of the body: and though Porpora ſhould not 
even deſerve a CET TR deſerves to 


be his / benefactor- rent Win 
rrteres recs; — 1759. 
IH. ano set 9 eifitior Henin ns 
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S was A 10 5 your 
* welcome letter of the ad of Auguſt, 
dated from Villavizioſa: and though tinc- 
tured with the gloomy colour reflected from. 
your painful ſituation, it was great conſola- 
tion to me, to find, that, with your feeble 
ſtate of health, you have had ſufficient vig - 
our to. velit ſo. tremendous: a ſhock. The 
fatal news of your. benefioent king, having 
deen delivered from his ſufferings, — | 
at Vienna. four days before your letter. It 


is to be hoped that the melancholy ſtate. in 
Us which 


10 ur Abi. 
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wich he long remained without the leaſt 
chance of recovery, diminiſhed the violence 
of * blow which anuft have been expected, 
and which delivered a poor prince from the 


1 painful exiſtence in which he languiſheds 
Mt And yet, with all theſe ſolid reafons, I judge, 
Meal my dear Gemello, by the emotions of my 
Ty | awn heart, wibat:ydurs muſt be; but F pro- 
7 miſe myſelf much more from your virtue 
16 than mine becauſe the examples of modera- 
14. tion with which you have ſo long furniſhed 
W's f the world in the midſt of the moſt intoxicat - 
a, ing ſmiles of fortune, give us aſſurances of 
74 your meeting her frowns with equal forti- 
K. tude. Be of comfort, my dear Gemello: 
175 Inconſtaney in human affairs, is the uni- 
k | 3 vertal condition on which we live, as every 
Ii mortal knows by/ woeful experience. No 
| | 1 nusfor tune, however, can rob you of the 
| 111 | praiſe of not ſuffering yourſelf to be ſeduced 
1 or dazzled by the blaze with which you 
14 were ſo long furrounded. Your true friends, 
one and all good men, will for ever love and 
=” -honour-you'for ſo uncomrmon a quality, and 
14 will de always attached to you; but if there 
* ſhould be anyone who thinks differently; it 
= Will be no nn iro an "uv 2 to 
of *KnoWand den him. 


T 2 1 thall 


* 


C45) 

* wan red your letter to out Afchbinet 
In tie mean time, take care of your health} 
and be affured" that 1 love vou better than 
ever, and ſhall be always yours,” whatever 
may. happen to you. 157 2112 a . 215151 bas 

P. S. The Jeſuit fathers ef this college, 
commiſſion me by means of © 'our Ne eapolitan 
father” Cito, to thank you for the chriſtian 
fervor with Which they know you have 
pleanis, their innocence at your court. ' 


LIC 10113 — September 1, 1759 


1 % *% 
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el 34 $1452 21 #5 4 $431,444), HIER 1 
The death of Faiindlt's'-ropull Patron; u, 
Ferdinand the Sixth, king of Spain, fo ſoon 
after he had loſt his partial Patroneſs, the 
Queen, not only deprived him of his import- 
ance at that court, but ſeems to have bereav- 
ed him of all comfort during the reſt of his 
days. The Englith\ were generally at War 
With Spain during the reign of this Prince; 
and juſtice is ſeldom done, by the natives of 
a rival nation, to the virtues of à Monarch 
with whom they are at variance. We heurd 
of nothing but his imbeeility, ſuperſtition, 
and partiality to our enemies; -/ Hiſtory, 
however, has treated him with more candour 
than the editors of * news papers, and 

_ allows, 
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(al) . 
allows, that he began his reign by acts af be- 
ee / He liberated. priſoners, pardoned 
ſmugglers, and deſerters, and appropriated 


two days in the week to hear the complaints, 


and redreſs che grievances, of his ſubjects. 
He took part in the war of 174%, and, at the 


for. one of is brothers, the crown 0 f the two 

Sicilies, and for another the Duchies of Par- 
ma and. Placentia, He. ayailed himſelf of 

the ſhort, peace, to reform the abuſes of his 


government, and to protect arts, commerce, 


and agriculture. By his encouragement, 
manufactures, of all kinds began to flouriſh, 
and the Spaniards now. ſaw, for the firſt time, 
the original materials and productions of 
their own country; worked at home, into 
uſeful and ornamented productions of labour 
and, ingenuity, for which they uſed to be 
tributary to the induſtry of other nations. * 
About this time, a correſpondence” ſeems | 
to have been revived between, Metaſtaſio 
and Count. Florio, Who ſent. him ſome of his 
poetiral compoſitions. Though this is the 
fixſt letter that has been preſerved of, the cor; 
reſpondence, the. Count ſeems ;to.have been 
old Fe, apg, a Fader Nl 
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tercourſe between them, was continued ur 
teen years after the date of the followiing! 
letter. cd tom ior! bio Mals +; 
5 Uu eig ze nul ove id doit £49998 ND 
din nan Hα⁰ν̃νjf t Dnadk sic No 31 1k? 
IE T ＋ E R CLE XV: 78111 
1327 466 uns 1 31 A OO ie FRY 
T9 COUNT, DANIEL FLORIO or pix. 


F576 
- Amon& the many agrecable conſequences: 
of the triumph of our wite and valiant Mar- 
ſhal Daun, the moſt intereſting, 0 me, has 
been the opportunity it has afforded my mbſt 
worthy Count Florio, of ornamenting the 
Italian Parnaſſus with his moſt elegant com- 
poſitions, and honouring me with his letters. 
None of your productions had come to my 
hands till the receipt of your laſt letter, ex- 
cept: the ſonnet addreſſed to the Ghoſt of 
Schrwerm: and this had very much occupied 
my mind, with its lively and poetical images, 
and with the dignity of the thoughts and 
expreſſions; particularly in the firſt trip- 
let, which, in my opinion, is the firſt in ex- 
cellence, though its brethren are very beaus 
tiful. I was not only ignorant of the exiſt⸗ 
ence of theſe poems, till the arrival of your 
letter, but even aſterwards, quite at à loſs 


where to find them. I had recourſe, how- 


- 


ever, 


| lignity of thoſe who wiſhed: to afcribe the 


(aw) 
ever; to foreign bookſellers who have; at 
length put me in poſſeſſion of them. I found, 
in a ſmall collection, your moſt beautiful 


ode, accompanied by five ſonnets; and in a 


{till ſmaller, three ſonnets only, among which 
is that on the myſtery of the Rad and the 
Ark, with two others which I am not certain 
are derived from the ſame ſource. But they 


merit it at leaſt, The incloſed note will in- 


form you. of the contents of the two col- 
lections, and the beginning of each piece. 
Lam proud of the public opinion of the! 
eultivated talents of my dear Count Florio, 
him many years ago: and I not only congratu- 
late myſelf and you. but Italy, on your ſucceſs; 
My ſonnet has no other merit, than the 
truth with which it tries to defeat the ma- 


victory to a miracle, in order to diminiſh the 
merit of the victor. Indeed the ſonnet is 
not my province: 1 he down very unwill- 


ingly on that bed of Procur/tesc and it is a 


miracle, when I riſe from it with whole bones. 
Believe me to be with the moſt conſtant 
ee Li . 0 ori io 9288 
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The a by Metaſtaſio, alluded to in 


Empreſs Queen. It was written on the vic- 
tory obtained at Calin, i in Bohemia, by the 
Auſtrian arty, under the command of Mar- 
chal 1 e Daun, June 15, 1757 0 


: 30 TR: TI Alen * 01 | — Hi ns — [> rout 
ALL” AUGUSTISSIMA. 
ische a „ 7 3 


— uren, Tr 


100 ins oN 00 d⁰ pn eee T. tos 
S8 $SONETPTOp 0), , 
Oh qual; I 44k 
* La fan, del copun 4. n 
\ L nuie be domes 27 


WE accileiatataninainis co. F N 
Sueller parea gli allori ail cee | 


ui Dis fidafti, Anga Donna; «Di 
nn wav u 
11 Sol non Sarreſſs nel gran ciments:; : bi 
Il mar non fi diviſe : il fus favore 33 
Non ceſt alla natura altun portento. 
NS E CHH¹t¾ edit V, 

Err ſuvi miniftri ; + delP illuftre events -*, 
Ti dit POTTER n laſeis lin n. 


4112 1 er ben AH 


Li i ne: t67099506 Un e bats. 


80 N. 


* 
— 


bν]Ʒ0ε = "901 de dnn 


* . 
: At. = —_— ů — ů ⁵ĩ¹ͤe ëö „ = » þ-4& k | : 


1 02 bobulls og} bd - Chak oo 


2636 e eO N NET. Nef, 209. vis ci dy 


N. d 905 eine en 3+ 1.419% (157 
THE 1 EMPRESS goers. 1H 
2033 N 1 a 238 DSiftz3go wo 7 


Ah great Thezeſay, what new glories len, 
a 70 8120 grace the ns Tow of y nam 1 ws 


See the proud Phalans of the 


| TA NAA 
Tube cloud of war, big with impending ills, 


y Et — 36/blaſt each laurel on thy brow; /m 


Thy truſt was plac'd in God, who gracious wills 
Protection n diy ſtate—ſhould man aſk, how? 
be ſun was not impeded in his courſee: 
Mor did the great abyſs become dry land- 
The work was done by human ſxill and force, 


__ Withoatone F Pertent from the 1 "P 


© Wiſdom and fortitude; with valour:; join do 
The fate of this tremendous day a 
Theſe Miniſters the way to victory. find, 
And leave: the honour of th' event to Thee. 
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Vov muſt already, my dear _ 10 re- 
ceived a full account from our friend the 
* FxR DDI, of the execution of the 

com- 
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reren thy fame! 
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commiſſions with which you Bonoured me: 
o that to ſpeak further on the ſubjeR is uſe⸗ 
jeſs. Tcongratulate youon the conſtant and 
happy fecundity of your muſes, w hꝗMinſteact 
of diminiſhing in vigour, acquire new. 
ſtrength every day. It has afforded me very 
great pleaſure to find, that the: few-perſons 
here who are capable of producing works of 
genius, do juſtice to your talents: particular- 
ly, our moſt worthy: Nuneio, ho yeſterday 
contended with me, who could beſtow the 
higheſt praiſe on your poem upon Providence; 
which truly abounds with learning, genius, 
and all the charms of the maſt beautiful poe- 
try. Take care of your health, for the ſake 
of = my Fenin; wo nn Kc. 


LETTER xvu. 


ro run SAM RS. 
Tu confidence, my dear Count, which you 
have placed in my friendſhip, gives me the 


greateſt pleaſure. I find by yourvlaſt moſt 
obliging letter, that you know me ſufficiently 
nat to blame my inability to comply With 
„ your 


Cap) 


vaur teadonable requeſt” am obliged from 
ſylbern, temper, want of health, and inenpe- 
tienct ifi the management of every thing 


that relates /to buſmeſs, to live hiloſophical- 
hy by myſelf: IL. never go to ãdurt, unleſs 
_ commanded by myſdwereign; and neuer mix 
with the-ſhining ſatellites of our ſtaus of the 
boſt magnitude, umleſs by accident; Im con- 
ſoquener of this'kindf life, herie ver any 
thing that is diſagnegble to me happens, I 
erideavour to bearcit as well as I can, with- 
out" the pe of aſſiſtance from others.” In 
fact, during the-counte af the preſent war, 


which I had dentg and have nut only had m 


prnſion reduced, twelve per cent) hut been 
obliged ta reocivesit in paper; which will 
not be taken in payment, unleſs at a loſs of 
another twelve per cent, at leaſt. Add to 
all this, the numerous new taxes, which are 
daily impoſed en us here; and judge whether 
ſuch burthens are not too heavy for the 
| ſhoulders of a poor poet, But notwithſtand- 
ing all thcfe:gridyances, being-moſt certain 


that perturbation and complaint would have 


no effect on the ſyſtem already eſtabliſhed, 1 
ſpare. myſelf ſuch uſclets labour; demitto au- 
NIV Nac 82 81 . 14 1 * £11 24 2254 ricula: 
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riculas tanquam inique mentis qſellurs. I obey, 
and recommend miyſelf to providence. But 
if you could find any one at Vienna more able- 
and more active than me, I am of opinion, 
that in the preſent ſituation of affairs, it 
would not be poſſible to obtain attention to 
ſmall private grievances ;. ard that all -the 
redreſs you could get, would. be the referring 
you to an examination of the deputies at 
Goritz and Gradiſca. Ht theſe places, and 
not at Vienna, you ſhould therefore ſhew- 
the validity of your reaſons. It is in vain to 
flatter yourſelf that the bare aſſertions of an 
individual can overſet the diſpoſitions of an 
entire deputation. You ſee that I have a 
fellow-feeling for you, and beg you to be- 
lieve, that I am extremely mortified at * 
inſufficiency. F 


Vienna, Sept 1765 


* Like vicious Afs, that fretting bears 
A wicked load, I hang my ears, = | 
111 IRS cms 
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LE T TER XVIII. 
TO _ SAME. 


Ir appears by your letter, that the ſyſtem 
of life which I love and have thought neceſ- 


ſary to adopt, does not meet with yeur 
approbation. But before you peremptorily 


decide, I muſt beg of you, my dear Count, to 


remember, that you are, here only in the pit 


of the theatre where I ſpend my time; and 
that your ſituation prevents you from ſeeing 


all that paſſes on the ſtage, and behind the 
ſcenes : ſo that you cannot depend on the 


ſolidity of that reaſoning which has only an 
illuſion for its baſis. After this, take into 
the account my natural genius, which from 
infancy has inclined me to the love of a ſmall 
ſociety, and the fear of crowds and noile, 
thoſe enemies of the Muſes, among whom it 
has been my lot to paſs my days. Add to 
all this, that from the time of my firſt arri- 
val here, T have been convinced that our 


poetry only pleaſes when it is ſeaſoned with 


muſic, and interpreted by action: ſo that all 
the beautiful images, happy expreſſions, ele- 
2” ganceo 


SE 

gance of elocution, harmonical charms of 
our verſification, and other lyrical excel- 
lences, are generally unknown here, and 
conſequently never appreciated, unleſs by a 
few judicious foreigners, %. You may 
therefore have obſerved, that during thirty 
years conſtant reſidence in this country, I 
have ſuffered all the important events of this 
period to remain unſung; nor have I ever 
tuned my Lyre, except in the ſingle inſtance.” 
of the ſonnet. for the firſt victory that was 
cained by Marſhal Daun, which I could not 
decline without incivility, as the-talk was 
recommended, in caprice, by a great perſon, 
who thought he was obliging me by the 
commiſſion. The being uſeful to my bre- 
thren, would be the moſt likely motive to 
make me change my ſyſtem; but you muſt 
not imagine it to be a very eaſy operation to 
do it effectually. I am ignorant of more 
than half the neceſſary ingredients in this 
recipe, and I abhor the reſt: ſo that if I have 
not ſucceeded- in ſerving others by my own 
nuge conoræ, I fear that I ſhall go out of the 

world without fulfilling this firſt duty. 
| Vienna, February 13, 1760. 
lt is to be feared, that this, at the Italian Opera, is 
nearly the caſe in England. | | 
OT LE T-. 
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LETTER XIX. 
'TO $IG. FILIPPONTI. 


Benn the new dramas, for which I wal 
you to accept my thanks, I am indebted to 
you for the account which you have given 
me of your health, and that of your family; 
as every thing concerning ſuch an old and 
affectionate friend is extremely intereſting to 


me. This tender folicitude occaſions fre- 


quent trouble to our worthy friend, Count 
Canale, when much time has elapſed with- 


out hearing from you, as was the caſe before 


the arrival of your laſt letter. 

I am very glad that your poet, Sig. Cigna 
Santi of Turin, has been able to ſucceed 
in making the ſubject of Æneas in Latium, 
theatrical. I have had it in my mind 
more than thirty years; and yet, though I 
often tried, J have never been able to ſee it 
in a point of view that ſatisfied me. If ever 
I ſhould be lucky enough to diſcover its 
theatrical properties, I ſhould perhaps till 
be induced to work at it, for the fake of 
Dido. a 


4 2 
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Take care of your health, my dear friend, 
and advance in the road through life as we 
all do, hoping for good, and bearing the bad, 
Reverenge devoutly, in my name, Signor 
Bruni; and believe me to be as much yours, 
as an old and faithful ſervant ought to be. | 

Vienna, February 27, 1769, 


LET TIA N 
ro THE SAME. 


Tux approbation which, aceording to your 
letter of the 25th of laſt month, has been 
granted to my ALCIDE AL Avro, by your 
enlightened court and intelligent public, is 
ſweet flattery. Of your favourable opinion 
I had no doubt ; being certain, that what- 
ever was mine, would be honoured with 
your ancient propenſity to protect it; which 
pleaſes me more as a proof of the continu» 
ance of your love, than rigid and incorrupti- 
ble judgment. The moſt dangerous rock 
of this compoſition, was the rugged and 
ſevere morality that the ſubject required, 
to contraſt with the - delicate and ſeducing 
| ſentiments which muſt inevitably reign in it. 
vo this account, I was obliged to call in all 

Q 3 the 


8 
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the flowers of poetry, and illufions of repre- 
ſentation, and ſhew, to diſguiſe it. Here 
the artifiee has happily ſucceeded; and the 
public has run after this moral entertain- 
ment in greater crowds, at every repreſenta- 
tion, than at any other opera full of events 
and paſſions. This is perhaps more a 
panegyric on the nation, than the author; 
but at leaſt it is no diſgrace, that my vanity 
ſhould have ſuch a hook to catch at (2). 
Vienna, November 24, 1760. 


TO COUNT DANIEE FLORIO. 


a In expectation of our Abate F redadi, I 
have deferred writing to you in anſwer to 
your obliging letter of the 2oth of July, for 


(z) This opera, written for the marriage of the Arch- 
duke Joſeph, late Emperor, with the Princeſs Iſabel of 
Bourbon, was the firſt which Metaſtaſio prodliced ex · 
preisly for the court of Vienna, ſince the death of the Em- 
peror, Charles VI. It was ſet by Haſſe, who, with the 
whole celebrated band of Auguſtus II. King of Poland, 
had quitted Dreſden, on the King of Pruſſia's _ ** 
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more 
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more than a fortnight : but as he has not 
yet made his appearance, and fearing that 
the delay ſhould have an appearance of neg- 
lect, I can no longer poſtpone informing you 
of my impatience to read and admire your 
new poem, which I have no doubt will be 
worthy of you; and thanking you, moſt 
gratefully, for the hogour you do me in 
imagining that I intereſt myſelf in your fame, 
and in that of our Parnaſſus, which are fo 
cloſely connected. Indeed I have wiſhed a 
thouſand times to animate you to undertake 
ſome heroic poem; not knowing, among. 
our preſent bards, any other who would 
have breath ſufficient to fill the epic trumpet, 
and bid defiance to the moſt celebrated and 
ſonorous champions. It is time that you 
ſhould vanquiſh your exceflive modeſty, and 
launch into a wider ocean. I will be anſwer- 
able for your making new and glorious diſ- 
coveries, and for the rich and valuable 
merchandize with which you will be freight- 
ed at your return. I ſhould utter a thouſand 
imprecations againſt the obſtacles which 
prevent your failing, if they were leſs ſacred 
and leſs reaſonable, The inexpreſſible plea- 
ſure of embracing you would be too dearly 
durchaſed, by the uneaſineſs which your good 


8 24 heart 
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heart would ſuffer, in being ſeparated from 
ſo worthy a companion, I with myſelf this 
happineſs, without its being embittered by 
circumſtances which may throw the leaſt 
ſhade on the perfect idea which I have 
formed of your character. | 
You may be certain, my dear Sir, that 
the enlightened Italians reſident here, are 
your partial admirers ; but good God ! how | 
ſmall js their number ! 1 hardly belieye they 
would exceed the number of the graces ; but 
am certain that they would not amount to 
that of the muſes. 
Vienna, Auguſt 20, 1760 


END OF THE FOURTH $ECTION, ., 
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LETTER I. 


5 


} 


TO THE CAVALIER FARINELLI IN ITALY, 


Ar length 1 can no longer doubt, my dear 
Gemello, of your being a ſea monſter. _ Till 
now I imagined that the numerous letters I 

had ſent to you into Spain, by the common 
poſt, and by Cqunt Roſenburgh, had miſe 
carried, and flattered myſelf that this was 
the reaſon of my not hearing from you. 
At preſent, I hear from all quarters, that you 
are in Italy, and thank God, in good health ; 
and yet, notwithſtanding this, I have not 
been remembered by you. I can conceive 
that the agitation occaſioned: by ſo great a 
criſis in your affairs, and way of life, may 
have occupied you ſo much as to allow you 
no time for thinking of all your numerous 
friends; but I hoped that you reckoned me 
among the few who would be always at- 
| 5 tached 
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tached to you in whatever fituation the; vi- 
ciſſitudes of fortune may throw you. However 
your affairs have hitherto gone, or may go, 
I entreat you to ſettle ſome plan for our future 
correſpondence; let me know, inſtantly, 
how you do, and how I ſtand in your 
thoughts: or if this is incompatible with 
your preſent plan, at leaſt remember, when- 
ever you ſhall chuſe to enquire after me, 
that you will find me impreſſed at all times, 
and on all occaſions with the ſame eſteem, 
the ſame friendſhip, and the ſame affection 


as EVCT. . 
Vienna, July 31, 1760, 


LETTER. Il. 


TO THE SAME. 


Tus ſatisfaction which you expreſſed in your 
dear letter of the 2 1ſt of laſt month, afforded 
me great conſolation, as I deduced from it 
the affectionate diſpoſition of your good 
heart towards me. And I can only ſay in 
return, that you have the entire poſſeſſion of 
mine, in the ſame manner as you always 
poſſeſſed it. 

M 


f 235 } 


My noſe, from which every tribute of grati- 
tude is due, inſiſts on my thanking you for 
your affectionate attention to its gratification, 


Our dear and honoured Carlani, who reve- 


rences and worſhips you, has undertaken, at 
my requeſt, to regulate with the aſſiſtance 
of his couſin, the importation of ſnuff: fo 
that I now hope it will have an auſpicious 
paſſage hither, 

I have incloſed a letter from our ſecretary 
of ſtate, and hope it will arrive ſafe at the 
place of its deſtination. | 

Your Pilgrimage to the holy chapel (at 
Loretta) pleaſes me, but I cannot diſſem- 
ble to you my inability t6 ſay the ſame of 
your expreſſion and then go on. I quite 
underſtand your grateful and reſpectful mo- 
tives ; but am not certain that I comprehend 
the reſt. I comfort, myſelf in knowing. that 
you are prudent, have friends, and are ſure 
to do nothing raſhly. _— 

You will forgive the anxiety and ſolicitude 
of your affectionate and ſincere friend. 


Vienna, November 3, 1760, 
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LETTER III. 


TO THE SAME. 


Your moſt male letter of the 19th of 
laſt month, has afforded me great conſola, 
tion, both by the new proofs of your affec- 
tion, and the laudable gratitude which you 
ſeem to expreſs at the univerſal love and af. 
fection with which you have been received, 
and will doubtleſs continue to enjoy, in the 
boſom of your numerous and tender family. 


Indeed my pleaſure would be perfect, if you 


could aſſure me that you were become more 

robuſt in body, and more philoſophic in 
mind. Try, my dear Gemello, at theſe two 
moſt importants points; that the premium 
of your honourable and wiſe conduct, may 
correſpond with that which has rendered you 
illuſtrious in felicity, when it was much 
more difficult to preſerve an equilibrium. 
Oh that I were allowed to make a third 
in the long converſation, which I figure 
to myſelf, between you and our moſt worthy 
Princeſs of Belmonte ! But theſe are dreams 
ana fables which produce nothing but mor- 
tification, 
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tifcation, at the impoſſibility of realizing 
them. | 

Our honoured Carlani ſet off, fuddenly, 
the firſt day of lent, to my great affliction. 
From a wandering planet, I hope you 

will ſoon become a fixed ſtar. When that 
happens, pray inform me of your ſphere, 
that I may know where to point my tele- 
ſcopef@FÞ'% . | 

Adieus Take care of your health, and 
continue to love your moſt faithful friend 
and twin. 
P. S. The moſt excellent ſnuff, which 

will be the delight of mine and of many 
noſes, ready to ſound your praiſes, is arrived. 
I ſhall carry your compliments to our 2 
Paſtor. Adieu, once more. 


Vienna, February 9, 1761. 


(a) This, beautiful metaphor jn glatabore bad been 
ſtill more beautifully expreſſed in verſe, by our Southern, in 
his Oroonoko; which it is very improbable that Metaſtaſio, 

Thou God adoted! Though ever glorious s ! 

If ſhe be yet on earth, ſend me a beam 
« Of thy all ſeeing pow'r to light me to her; 
« Or if thy ſiſter goddeſs has preferr'd 
« Her beauty to the ſkies, to be a ſtar, 
« Oh tell tne where the tines; chieT any Rand 
* Whale ul che and gave upon bee.” 40 


LET. 
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LETTER IV. 


To THE SAME, IN BOLOGNA. 


Your dear letter, of the 17th of July, was 
only delivered to me three days ago: fo that 
my incomparable Gemello will perceive by 
the date of this, that it has been near a 
month on the road : Heaven knows by what 
wicked contrivances ſo much time has been 
Joſt. It is well for us, that our affairs will 
not be injured by this delay, and that my 
chief ſolicitude, which was about your 
health, had been already appeaſed from 
another quarter, Though I ſhall not obtain 
the pleaſure of ſeeing and embracing you: 
yet it is ſome conſolation to me, that we are 
not quite ſo far from each other: and to. 
make me perfectly eaſy on your account, I 
long to receive ſome letters from you, in 
which I ſhall diſcover none of thoſe manifeſt 
indications of a mind that has not yet quite 
recovered its tranquillity. I ſhould certainly 
have condemned you, had you been inſenſi- 
ble to ſuch an unexpected and afflicting 
cataſtrophe, Every excels is an excefs; but 

9 that 
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that which ariſes from gratitude, merits not 
only pity but praiſe. And yet, my dear 
Gemello, you have already ſuperabundantly 
given way to the emotions of your feeling 
heart, and the laws of duty: it is now time 
to put in practice that ſerene reſignation 
which enabled you, in the face of the whole 
world, to give ſo many wonderful proofs of 
heroic moderation, amidſt the moſt ſeducing 
flattery of fortune (5). Accompliſh this, my 
dear friend. Settle your domeſtic affairs, a 
work which you ſay you have begun; and 
eſtabliſh a placid, wiſe and ſerene tenor of 
life, in which you may-ſweetly paſs all thoſe - 
days which providence has allotted you, in 
pleaſing occupations among your friends who 
adore you. Forgive my affection theſe, per- 
haps too familiar, remonſtrances. The pri- 
vilege of a twin will I hope authoriſe ſuch 
liberties : and it is very excuſable that I 
ſhould wiſh you liberated from ſuch agita- 


5 Metaſtalio, by his frequent repetition of this enco- 
mium, ſeems deſirous of ſtimulating his friend to that for- 
titude of which he now ſo much ſtood in need ; having not 
only been bereaved of his royal Patrons, but driven from 
that court in which he had been treated with ſuch diſtinc- 
tion, and ſevered from thoſe friendſhips and habits, which 
he Wu more than twenty years. 


I tions 


1 
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tions as true friendſhip obliges me to partici 
pag with you. 

Our good Princeſs of Belmonte has fre- 
quently written to me, and magnifies the 
pleaſure which ſhe enjoyed in your company, 
and the eſteem for you which your amiable 
character and converſation had encreaſed 
and confirmed. I envied you both: but we 
are not born to be perfectly happy. 

Our ſacred Paſtor is always in motion, and 
catching him is not the feat of a common 
ſportſman. He is at preſent in the country; 
but I ſhall contrive, at his return, to exe- 
cute your commiſſion. | 

Jam well in guantum Metaſtaſiana fraghe 
Iitas patitur. I ſhould be much better if 1 
were aſſured of your tranquillity : and if I 
could convince you of the conſtant affection 
with which J ſhall eternally be, &c. | 


Vienna, Auguſt 19, 1761: 


LETTER V. 


TO COUNT FLORIO, 


Tux light, but frequent, commands of 
my court, rich in eight or nine angelic Arch- 
dutcheſſes, all lovers of ſong, added to the 

irregularity 
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irregularity of my health, oſten make ine 
ſeem to negle& the very perſons with whenk 
I am moſt ambitzons'of being in conſtantcors 
reſpondenee. From this eauſe, my moſt te. 
ſpected Count, is derived the Aowneſs' in 
anſwering your lettet, for Which I'rathet 
claim compaſſion than pardon, as it is more 
my misfortune than fault. The great work 
which you have undertaken, will not bear 
precipitation, Great travellers do not ride 
poſt, In ſpite of my impatience, I cannot 
help approving the wiſe and well ordered: 
leiſure with which you proceed in your glo- 
rious enterprife. Move flow; but never dif 
continue your labour, and I am certain that 
you will add new ſplendor to our Italian 


muſes. 2 
Vienna, September, 1760. 


LET TE 
TO THE SAME. 


In the laſt moſt obliging letter with 
which you have been pleaſed to favour. me, 
all the enviable qualities of your good heart 


are clearly diſcoverable; theſe it is impoſſible 
for any one to deny, without injuſtice, and 
Vol. 11. R who 
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who- wiſhes not to injure his own character. 
Jeongratulate you on this amiable diſpoſition, 
as an excellence extremely rare im: theſe 
times, eſpecially among perſons in that ele- 
vated rank of literature to which your cul- 
tivation and talents have ſo juſtly exalted 
you. Continue, dear Sir, to gratify my 
wiſhes, in honouring the Italian Parnaſſus; 
and as one of its moſt ancient inhabitants, I 
ſhall think myſelf obliged to you for that | 
ſplendor which will be reflected by your 
works, upon all our numerous tribe in com- 
mon. 1 am unable to tell you what regret 
you have left in all thoſe who, during your 
ſhort, reſidence at this court, had the happi- 
neſs of enjoying your amiable and learned 
company. a1 

I am extremely impatient to hear that all 
Italy echoes your heroic trumpet— 


Vienna, January 10, 1761. 


— — HI DC 


Metaſtaſio ſeems, by his prudence, good 
breeding, and candour, to have been the only 
poet, of the firſt claſs, in modern times, who 
enjoyed a long peace with his brethren, The 
lives of Divides, Boileau, Pope, and Vol- 
taire, were embittered by perpetual quarrels 
GAN F with 
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with rival authors; who though not all An 
ces, were treated as ſuch, indiſcriminately, by 
theſe impatient and irritable favourites' of 
Apollo. Metaſtaſio, indeed, was ſeldom at- 
tacked; but if he had intemperately an- 
ſwered the few whoſe envy he had exeited, 
his foes would have been multiplied, and he 
would have been regarded by his competi- 
tors as their common enemy: as his ſuperior 
excellense was certainly injurious both to 
their fame and fortune; but by forbearance, 
urbanity, and a politeneſs which bordered 
upon flattery to thoſe who ſent him their 
works, or conſulted him as a critic, he 
eſcaped all that warfare, which though 
uſually generated by envy, if not foſtered by 
arrogance and a vindictive ſpirit, Would die 
in its infancy. 

The civility between authors in private 
letters, is no more to be underſtood literally, 
than the humility of the great, when they ſay 
to atradeſman : © Your humble ſervant, Sir.“ 
Metaſtaſio, fond of quiet, and unwilling to 
diſquiet others, when conſulted by authors, 
which from his great celebrity frequently 
happened, treated them with ſuch candour 
and lenity, as were conſtrued into approba- 
tion; all, indeed, that conſulting authors 


R 2 uſually 
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uſually want. Whether this was the tale 
of the writer t& whom! the two following 
letters are, addrefled, I know not; but his 


merit muſt have been very great, or his 
modeſty little, if he Wap not flattered by their 


e. 


oy 
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201 *g gie. MARIO COMPAGNONE, | 


| "Yom, moſt obliging g letter of the Sth 
of laſt month, with Which I was unex- 
pectedly honoured, gives me fo advantage- 
ous; and: amiable an idea both of your diſpo- 
fitj on and cultivated talents, that the plea- 
| = I feel at the acquiſition of ſo valuable a 
friend, leaves me no time for remorſe, at 
having uſurped ſuch exceſſive eſteem and be- 
nevolence. | 
I find in your proſe as well as verſe, be- 
ſides the elegance and felicity of your ſtyle, 
that uncommon choice aud connexion of 
ideas, in which even writers the moſt cele- 
brated, feldom abound. This can only be 
the child of that perfect judgment which 


ſeems ſymbolized in Apollo, as talents are 
in 


Cc? 
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in the muſes: and I am firmly perſuaded, 
that nothing great can be produced by the 
latter, without the maſterly guidance of the 
former. Upon ſuch a ſolid foundation, I 
build my hopes, that you will ſoon become 
a new ornament to the literature of Italy; 
and I feel as much vanity as gratitude in 
having been the ſubject, however barren, of 
your firſt pogtical eſſays. 

Vienna, January 3, 17604 


2 1 13 I 
L T T E * VII. Donoit 


nog 801 
3 At cif 

I aLways feel delighted and honoured by 
your letters, particularly when ſome new 
compoſition flatters my vanity-in fulfilling 
my predictions, and germinating freſh hopes 
of your future poetical fame. 

The beautiful cantata Which, vou have 
written on the night of our Savigur's birth, 
is the more worthy of praiſe, far partaking 
leſs of the diſadvantage of a ſubject ſo fre- 
quently treated. The language is flowing, 
u ithout loſing its dignity, The images are 

pleaſing and poetical, and there reigns 


| To | THE SAME. | 


R 3 through 
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through the whole, a judgment, without 
which, as I faid in a former letter, I ſet lit- 
tle value on the admirable faculties of the 
moſt happy talents. I congratulate you'fin- 
cerely on your ſucceſs, and exhort you to 
continue to delight in the commerce of the 


muſes, who fmile on you/with ſo much par- 
tiality. 


| FIR F Aer 13 ior 


Metaſtaſio 3 to manifeſt ſome diſplea- 
ſure at the public uſe which a writer men- 
tioned in the following letter, had made of 
the politeneſs with which he had treated 
him mam ivate correſpondence. 


i BE TER IX, 
0 s16. Aron. 


1 of the conſtant friendſhip 
of my much loved Sig. Filipponi, are always, 
extremely dear to me ; for my eſteem and 
affection for him, being conſtantly alive, and 
preſent to my mind, the proofs which I re- 
ceive of ſuch a kind return, cannot be indif- 


ferent to- me. 
What 


TY 

What cacoerhes could have ſtimulated the 
author of Almeria to publiſh my letter con- 
cerning his drama, and the dedication to 
it, in ſpite of my moſt ſerious remonſtrance 
that he would ſuppreſs fo diabolical a temp- 
tation, I know not. That you may not ſup- 
poſe; for a moment, that I ſhould he delight- 
ed with ſuch incenſe, I incloſe the copy of 
a letter which I wrote to the author, to diſ- 
ſuade him from any ſuch deſign; but you 
ſee that I have no reaſon to be flattered with 
the efficacy of my eloquence, | 


TO $16. COLTELLINI AT LEGHORN, 


FroM the great hopes which your happy 
talents had inſpired, in the peruſal of ſome 
of your beautiful poems, particularly the laſt, 
written on the Nuptials of our Arch Duke, 
I rejoice to find that you have ſo far ſubdued 
your diffidence, as to put on the buſkin, and 
try to add freth ornaments to our theatre. 
The ſea is certainly ſtormy and difficult; 
but as far as we may venture to predict of 
that dexterity and intelligence which has not 
hitherto ventured to quit the ſhore, you ſeem 
in poſſeſſion of all that is neceſſary for che 

R 4 enter- 
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entexprize; and I am, impatient to join my 
approbation to that of the public; but if it 
was the premium for a dedication, it would 
too much diminiſh i its value. Such A {pecies 
of incenſe does not belong to a commerce 
among the inhabitants of Parnaſſus, and by 
immemorable preſeription, 18 only due to the 
ſplendid ſons of fortune with whom J never 
have had, nor am ambitious of having, any 
affinity. 1 confeſs myſelf much obliged by 


— - - ” © 


judicious, if you began your career * the 
bad auſpices of a uſeleſs, or rather, a hurtful 
irregularity. Abandon therefore this idea, 
and afford me a fitter opportunity of publicly 
declaring myſelf 3 your panegyriſt, as I already 
have . in private. ? 
Vienna, Maxch 97 1761, 

8 A 1 compliments in my 
name to the learned advocate Bruni; and 
add, that neither Count Canale nor myſelf 
have waited for a ſtimulus to forward the 
ſale of his golden book ʒ but we are too much 
confirmed in our former apinion, that this 
ſoil is nat faveurable ta literature. Of fix 
copies which, Count Canale ſent for, none 


Thus far was nddreſſed to Sig. Coltellint, what fol- 
Jows is the concluſion of the bard's let ro Sig, Filigpon 
; | are 
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are difpoſed of, except thoſe which he pre: 
ſented to his friends; and two copies, which 
I left on return in the hands of an eminent 
bookſeller, in ſpite of all our preaching, re- 
main very quietly on the counter. If they 
were French romances for the improvement 
of the minds, and mending the morals of, our 
young gentlemen and ladies, they would 
have enriched the nne ne 4 np 


py * 
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I Horx, Sir, 408 od will not labile at 
late arrival of my anſwer ta your moſt 'oblig- 
ing letter, and thanks for your courteous 
preſent of Titus, either to negle@ or want of 
eſteem. The frequent poetical commiſſions 
of our court, rich with moſt amiable and 
accompliſhed princeſſes, all lovers of muſic; 
the neoeſſity of frequent peruſals of the dra- 
ma with which I have been favoured, pre- 
vious to the anſwering your letter ; and the 
great uncertainty of my health, have depriv- 
ed me of that leiſure which I wiſhed to de- 
dicate to genius and friendſſiip. Stimulated 

N more 
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more by duty than convenience, I now ſteal 
a few moments from my unimpdrum 
f though inevitable, avocations 915 
As there was a neceſſity for accomodating 
yourſelf to the genius of your nation, in treat. 
ing the ſubject of Titus ſo differently from 
me, it is a matter of pure generoſity in you to 
aſeribe to me any part of the merit of a tra- 
gedy which, in your hands, is become origi- 
nal. Painters would almoſt all become co- 
pyiſts, if this title were given to every one 
who was not the firſt to paint the death of 
Abel, the ſacrifice of Abraham, or any other 
event. Incidents, ſimilarity of ſentiment, 
and human paſſions, are in common, and re- 
ſemble each other like our minds, which are 
the more apt to think alike, in proportion to 
their being natural. And, with the aſſiſtance 
of leiſure and pedantry, I could adduce an in- 
finite number of examples of the greateſt 
ancient and modern poets, who, under ſimi- 
lar circumſtances, have been obliged to uſe 
the fame thoughts and expreſſions. This 
truth will render me unwarthy of the ſecond 
praiſe which you have been fo obliging as to 
beſtow upon me, of having ingeniouſly; and 
with wonderful art, adapted French tragedies 
d the Italian ſtage; at leaſt I can venture 
. '1 | to 


ho .- 


( 25t ) 
to ſay with truth, that this is what I never 
intended. Having peruſed the beſt drama- 
tic productions of other countries, I always 
meant to write originally. And if the cir- 
cumſcribed condition of our natures, or a 
memory, too faithful in retaitiing ſuch things 
as it had received with admiration and plea- 
ſure, has ſuggeſted. to me beauties which 1 
had read before upon ſimilar occaſions ; ſup- 
poſing I was the inventor of them, I had 
taken the credit to myſelf : and whenever I 
have diſcovered the contrary, I thought there 
was ſome merit in the ſelection and uſe of 
the precious materials which the moſt illuſ- 
trious miners had ſupplied, and I ſhould have 
been aſhamed of my weakneſs, if I had been 
induced to relinquiſh the beſt, for the childiſh 
vanity of inventing ſomething different. 

But this digreſſion is already too long for a 
letter haſtily written, and for that reaſon I 
ſhall exerciſe your patience no further on the 
ſubject. 

I therefore proceed to tell you, that I have 
read your tragedy ſeveral times, and'always 
with equal pleaſure, The ſtyle is fo har- 
monious, noble, clear, and full of uncommon 
thoughts, as convince me, that the bounty of 
nature has been happily ſeconded by appli» 
cation 
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cation and ſtudy. Mou ſhould not achetetiing. 
with, ſuch a rich capital, give way to the 
capricions inſults of theatrical viciſſitudes. 
You cannot be ignorant that the ſame tem- 
peſts have in every age agitated the firſt. lu- 
minaries of dramatic poetry; but the ſtorm 
ceaſes, while merit remains, and is rendered 
morn IRS and illuſtrious by time %. I take 

. apart 


- (5) This tranſlated and unſucceſsful drama, was the 
author's firſt attempt. It was brought on the ſtage at 
Paris, i in 1758. The Ceige of Calais in 1765, ſeems to 
have been the only one of Belloy's tragedies, that was 
crowned with full and ancquivocal ſucceſs. The King of 
France honoured him with a gold medal, weighing twenty 
five Louis d'or, befides a conſiderable preſent, in money, 
The magiſtrates of Calais, ſent him the freedom of their 
town, in a gold box; and plaed his picture in the town 
hall, among their benefactors. Such teſtimonies of grati< 
tude, were due to a poet who, by a national and hiſtorical 
event, had the power to awaken ſuch unbounded patriotic 
enthuſiaſm, in in ſpite of the incorrect and harſh verſification 
and bombaſt, of which his countrymen in their cooler mo. 
ments, have accuſed him. But notwithſtanding his defects, 
juſtice ought to be tendered to the bold and impaſſioned 
ſtrokes, the noble and generous ſentiments, and pathetic 
ſituations, which contributed to the extraordinary ſucceſs 
of the Seige of Calais. 

"With reſpectt to his Failure, in imitating La Clemenza di 
Tits of Metaſtafio, a drama for mufic, and 2 drama for de- 
clamationy are ſuch different things, that a good opera, wich- 

out 


* 
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a part, however, in your juſt complaints. 
jndeed the partiality which you profeſs for 
me, your diſtinguiſhed talents, and the ſimi- 
litude of the riſk we run in failing” on thie 
ſame ſea, renders it a duty; but I wiſts that 
the obſtacles which'you encounter, as gene- 
rally happens to great minds, e gs 
not impede, your progreſs. * 

With reſpect to the incidents = conduh 
of our tragedy, I have only to ſay, that if I 
had imagined any other would have been 
more likely to ſatisfy the genius of my nation, 
I ſhould certainly have preferred it to that 
which I adopted: ſo that it is clear I ſaw-no- 
farther. "You have doubtleſs had the ſame 
end in deviating from me : that is, of flatter- 
ing the French taſte, . I know that your 
genius and theatrical. imo — to 


out many changes and additions, win an de L bel 
tragedy; and the moſt excellent tragedy, without compreſ- 
ſion, an inſupportable opera. In tragedy, amplification is 
not only allowable, but neceflary to diſplay the powers of 
poetry and eloquence, as well as to diſcriminate characters, 
and paint paſſion. In an opera, the narrative muſt be 
ſhort, the incidents numerous and rapid in ſucceſſion, the 
diction rather ſweet and flowing, than ſtrong and nervous: 


as the words of an air ſhould merely ſerve as an outline for 
melody to colour. 6 
3 have 
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have enabled you to judge (c; but it would 
have been too arrogant in me, who am igno- 
rant of the cuſtoms, prejudices, and way of 
thinking of your countrymen, to dare to pro- 
poſe my own. It is extremely falſe, that a 
young German officer ever ſent, or ſnewed 
me as his own, the ſketch of your tragedy of 
Titus. ' I am acquainted with no officer of 
this nation, who writes French verſe. So 
that thoſe who have irritated you by ſuch a 
fable, have either done it through miſtake, 
or malice. Be not therefore diſturbed by 


phantoms which have no exiſtence; but cou- 


rageouſly continue to make uſe of your ta- 
lents, and of the ſolid and noble ſtyle to 
which you are naturally prone ; and I have 
no doubt, but that you will add to your na- 
tion's glory, and acquire thoſe laurels which 
I have predicted, and of which I ſincerely 


with you in poſſeſſion. 40> | j 
Vienna, April 30, 1767. 


6e Belloy began his dramatic career by being an ator. 


"LEM 


LETTER X. 


10 FATHER loud BAPTIST MARTINI, | 
MAESTRO DI CAPELLA. | 


Vous extreme ata to oblige; reve- 
rend Sir, correſponds with the other admira- 
ble qualities by which you are ſo much diſ- 
tinguiſhed. The young female compoſer, 
who ſent you ſome ſpecimens of her ſtudies, 
was only ambitious of your corrections and 
advice; but you have been pleaſed to honour 
her with your approbation and praiſe. They 
will however inſpire her with an ardent 
with to merit them in future, in availing 
herſelf of the maſterly notes which you have 
ſo kindly ſent her for guides; and which 
ſufficiently ſnew, that the author of them has 
been able to unite, in a moſt uncommon 


manner, profound ſcience with humanity 
and grace {d}. 


When 


(4) This female ſtudent, who had ſent her compoſitions 
to Padre Martini, was the accompliſhed Mademoiſelle 
Martinetz, the daughter of a friend of Metaſtaſio, in whoſe 
houſe he reſided from his firſt arrival at Vienna, till his 

death. 


7 _ £ % 
(\ 2$6- )- | 
When you Kindly honour me with the 
precious gift of the firſt volume of your hiſ- 

tory of muſic, be pleated to * it to the 

care of our worthy and amiable friend Sig. 
Carlani, whom I have requeſted to tranſmit | 
it to me by the firſt favourable opportunity. 
In the mean time, I entreat you to honour 
me with your commands, and to believe me 

to be, * due 3 and gratitude, &. 
5 | Vi ane March 9, 70 
5 s 4 
* "oj Sbe had been educated by the Post, and her virtues, 
and talents, in riper years, amply rewarded the Pains which 
her illuſttious tutor had taken in e, them. See 
Germ. Tour. Vol. 1. Article Vienna. 
he admirable Dr. Haydn, in the beginning of his 
career, and previous to his great celebrity, / was the mulic- 
maſter. of Mademoiſelle Martinetz, reſiding, during three ' 
vears, under the ſame roof as Metaſtaſio, from whom this 
great muſieian himſelf received inſtructions i in the Italian 
language, and the adapting melody to its accents. It was 
about this time, that he obtained a few leſſons in ſinging 
from the celebrated Porpora: in whoſe favour Metaſtaſio 
wrote ſo eloquent and pathetic a N to F aci__ 
See Letter XIII. Sect. IV. of this vol. 


LETTER XI. 
Aae, $33 23ID 1 CHD: | £45 
70 THE SAME 0) 0) 10-229 
1 pry not anſwer Your laſt abſt neh 


ſical manuſeripts in the Lanperial — | 
Yeſterday I received an account of them, 
which to-day I religiouſly inclole. 

I have written no other drama for the 
nuptials of our arch-duke, than Alcide al Bi- 
vio. There is now performing, a ſerenata 
intitled Thetis, written by Sig. Migliavacca, 
a poet in the ſervice of the King of Poland, 
which has great merit. In the courſe of the 
carnival, will be performed in the public 
theatre, a little opera called. Armida, imi- 
tated from the French; and from my 1/ipile, 
by the ſame; poet. My Alcide therefore, 
with Tetide and Armida, will be delivered to 
you by the courier of Count Alberti, who ſets 
oft in a few days for Florence, and will then 
pats on to Bologna. L | 
1 am impatient to admire your book; 
though, as J have not been initiated in the 


myſteries of harmony, « or at leaſt but Mlightly, 
vol * $ I ſhall 
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I ſhall judge of it as a blind man does of 
colours. 

My avocations will not allow me to 
lengthen this letter: I therefore haſten to 
- preſent to you, the reſpects of our female 
compoſer, who animated by your approba- 
tion, works, inceſſantly at her maſs, and beg 
you to believe me to be, with the higheſt and 
moſt perfect eſteem, &c. 


Vienna, May 4, 1764. 


LETTER XI. 
TO THE SAME. 


Tux baggage of the Duke of S. Elizabeth 
being at length arrived, yeſterday I was put 
in poſſeſſion of the firſt volume of your hif- 
tory of muſic, which you have fo obligingly 
ſent me. I haſtily, and with avidity, ran 
over the dedication, preface, and ſome of 
the firſt chapters, and thus far can congratu- 
late myſelf with the author, having been 
highly pleaſed with the idea of the enter- 
priſe, . the ſtyle, and the rich erudition with 
which the book muſt neceſſarily abound ; 

but 1 very much fear that you will ſoon 


7 Plung⸗ 
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plunge: ſo deep into ſcienee, that I, poor 
profane mortal, not inſtructed in the har- 
monical arcana, ſhall for my fins be in 
Egyptian darkneſs, and equally incapable. of 
| being pleaſed, or of judging. | N otwithſtand- 
ing this danger, I ſhall ardently proceed in 
the peruſal, as I have long been daily ac- 


cuſtomed to meet with many things of which 


I am utterly ignorant. In the mean time, I 
beg of you to accept of my moſt grateful 
thanks for ſo precious a gift, and wiſhing I 
may ever be able to make a ſufficient return, 
I remain, &. 

— July 17, 1761. 


LETTER XIII. 
TO 818. -FILIPPONL. 


Is the midſt of the hurry and * of 
producing a new and premature drama, I 
cannot forget my dear Filipponi. The opera 
was hardly out of the preſs, ere I folded a 
copy of it, in a ſheet of paper ornamented 
with your name, and conſigned it to our 
good Count Canale, who aſſured me that he 


ſhould find a ſpeedy conveyance for it. 1 
=: * | Was 


_—_ * 2 
n 


( 266 ) 

was glad of this expedient, as our poſt-office 
exacts 1 t pauli for the carriage of a fingle 
copy; 4 ſum which becomes too enormous 
for a poor poet to ſuſtain, particularly in 
time of war, when multiphed by a numerous 
correſpondence. My letter would be longer, 
but I am fo deeply in debt to other friends, 
that I muſt conclude wat a haſty embrace. 

Vienna, May IO, = 


LETTER XIV. 
34) ro THE SAME. 


WHETHER my CLELIA was handſome or 


ugly, I reckoned myfeif ſute of your favour, 


by right of preſcription, and was much 
pleaſed with your praiſes, as a certain indi- 
cation of your obſtinate affection for the fire; 
a poſſeſſion which I eagerly wiſh to haye 
confirmed, even in the midſt of ſecurity (e). 


(e) The opera of Cretia was written by command, 
and firſt repreſented at the court of Vienna, before their 
Imperial majeſties, on the birth day of her ſerene Royal 
Highneſs, the Arch-dutcheſs Iſabella of Bourbon, in 1762; 
it wag ſet to muſic by Haſſe. This princeſs died of the 


ſmall-pox, the year after. 
I muſt, 
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I muſt, however, confeſs to you, my dear 
friend, that toying with the muſes at pre- 
ſent, is very fatiguing, and dries up all my 

radical moiſture. I want patience to bear 
with their caprice, and am-not very, greedy 
of their favours. | Almoſt ten volumes of 
nonſenſe, ought to, be a ſufficient doſe for an, 
honeſt man. My . buſkins are worn out; 
others will come with new trappings to 
awaken the appetite-of drowſy readers. Sig- 
nor Pugnani called upon me on his arrival 
at Vienna, but I was not ſo fortunate as to 
ſee him; nor did I know of his departure, 
Count Canale muſt have been equally igno- 
rant of it, for having the ſame with-as my- 
ſelf, of tranſmitting Clelia to you, he has 
been, like me, l to ſend it by the com- 


mon carrier. | 
| Vienna, July 19, 1762; 


LETTER XV, 


TO THE SAME, * 


From your moſt grateful letter of laſt 
month, I have a new confirmation of the 
affectionate part which you always take in 

| $ 3 every 
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every thing that concerns me. I am ex- 
tremely obliged to you for the ſteps which 
you have already taken, that Sig. Bartoli 
may not expoſe me, by exceſſive partiality, 
to the riſk of paſſing for a ſatirical poet, and 
with perſons of high rank, to whom only 
the characters of tragedy can bear any reſem- 
blance: Men are men in every ſtation ; and 
yet the moſt cautious writers are in perpetual 
danger of offending, by a caſual likeneſs in 
ſome unhappy feature, without the leaſt in- 
tention of making his character the portrait 
of an individual, I ſhould however be ex- 
tremely ſorry if Sig. Bartoli, not convinced 
of the ſolidity of my reaſoning, ſhould be 
angry at my not being ſenſible of the honour 
intended me; an accufation which would 
afflict me the more, as I feel myſelf leſs de- 


| ſerving of it. You will therefore do me a 


moſt eſſential ſervice, if you can prevent me 
from ſplitting upon this rock, while I try to 


| ſteer clear of the other. 


The muſes, whether willingly or unwil- 
lingly, have ſupplied my wants, and I have 
already ſent them back to Parnaſſus, to ob- 


tain a new benediction from father Apollo. 


I muſt not at preſent tell you, what obliges 
me to haye further dealings with theſe har- 
lots, 
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lots, having been enjoined filence by a ſove- 
reign command; when my mouth ſhall be 


opened, you will know more. 
Vienna, Oftober 14, 1762. 


LETTER XVI. 


TO THE SAME. 


You were exact, my dear friend, in for- 
telling when you wrote laſt, that my new 
opera had not yet been repreſented. The 
actreſſes are too great perſonages, and for 
that reaſon more expoſed to accidents. We 
are overſet by them already, the illneſs of 
one or another, ſtill continuing; ſo that we 
know not when we ſhall begin, though the 
poetry and muſic have long been ready. _ 

Vienna has been in a conſtant fermenta-/ 
tion with balls, operas and plays (f); and 
yet during the whole carnival, I have never 
ſeen the door of the theatre, nor heard a 
fiddle ſcrape. Ned Deus bene vertat; ſo 
you ſee, that our taſtes coincide. ' Give a 
chaſte embrace for me to the moſt reſpected 
prieſteſs, and believe me ex corde. 


Vienna, March 7, 1963. 

(/) Thais muſt have been on occaſion of the panes with 
Pruffia. | | 
$4 LE T- | 
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LETTER XVII. 
ro THE SAME: 


Loxs life to my dear, Filipponi ! your 
friendly attention in ſeconding fo diligently 
my ſolicitude concerning the arrival and 
ſtate of health of Caunt Canale and his houſe- 
hold, is worthy of a friend who knows every 
motion. of my heart, like one af its ancient 
inhabitants. I am extremely grateful t 
you for it, and beg of you to continue this 
moſt 3 office; the rather, as 1 abſtain 
from embarraſſing the travellers with uſeleſs 
trouble, that I may not oblige Coun? Canale, 
through courteſy, to waſte his precious mo— 
ments in anſwering letters purely officious, 
The Counteſs of Canale had already a due 
cagonical account, but is extremely pleaſed 
with a repetition of it, as however ſuper- 
abundant the accounts may be, they will 
never be in equilibrium with her anxiety; 
therefore I thank you again in her name, 

I] beg of you to make a thouſand reſpet- 
ful and affectionate compliments for me to 
the moſt t worthy count, aſſuring him that if. 


"1. 0k wk | he 


c 
he does not ſoon return to the forſaken ly- 
ceum, he will find that illuſtrious babling 
ſociety which he has left in the hands of Sig: | 
Hagen and me, ye abandoned. Adieu. 


Vienna, October 30 1763. 


LETTER XVIII. 


70 THE SAME, 


THE letters of my dear Sig. Filipponi, 
beſides the intrinſic value which they always 
have in my eſtimation, are now rendered 
{till more intereſting by the tidings they con- 
tain of our moſt reſpected Count Canale and 
the amiable Canalerti. I am extremely 
grateful for your letter of laſt month, and 
entreat you to continue your friendly com- 
placency, in conſtantly gratifying my impa- 
tient and affectionate ſolicitude, 

After ufual expreſſions of reſpet and 
kindneſs, tell him in my name, that J con- 
gratulate him on the admirable ſtate of 
health which his ample and flouriſhing 
family enjoys here, not fargetting the two 
laſt tender ſhoots, who have fought like he- 
roes, and ſubdued the ſmall-pox, which this 


year 
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year has been very tremendous in Auſtria, 
and of which we have had but too ſorrow ful a 
proof in the loſs of our beloved Arch - dutcheſs 
Iſabella, a ſtroke with which we are Mill 
ſtunned. _ a 
You may eaſily imagine how much I ſigh 
for the return of my dear Count Canale; but 
take care not to ſpeak to him on the ſubject. 
T, who know his heart, am certain what he 
muſt ſuffer from being conſtrained to quit 
Vienna, and leave fo many pledges behind 
him: as well as the being obliged to remain 
at Turin, ſo far from a Patron, who unites 
in ſo uncommon a manner, the majeſty of a 
ſovereign, with the tenderneſs of a father 
and a friend. 


Vienna, December 5, 1763. 


 Metaſtaſio, who had been under no neceſſity 
of importuning the muſes for favouss of 
great importance, during the war of 1756, 
was called. upon, about. this time, to furniſh 
ſeveral dramas for his court. 
Alcide al Bivio, ſet by Haſſe, 1 760, for the 
nuptials of the Archduke Joſeph, afterwards 
Emperor, with the Princeſs 1/abe/la of Bour- 
ban. Clelia, ſet likewiſe by, Haſſe, 1762, 
for 
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for the fafe delivery of the fame Princeſs, 
L' Atenaide ovver gli affetti generofi ; written 
alſo in 1762, by command of their Imperial 
majeſties, and ſet by Bonno, in order to be 
repreſented in the apartments of the Impe- 
rial palace, by five Arch-dutcheſſes: Maria 
Tſabella of Bourbon, firſt conſort of the late 
Emperor Joſeph ; Marianne, afterwards duts 
cheſs of Saxon-Teſchen, Mary Elizabeth ; 
and Mary Amelia, afterwards dutcheſs of 
Parma. But this projected plan was ren- 
dered abortive, by the deceaſe of the Arch- 
dutcheſs Iſabella of Bourbon, who died of 
the ſmall-pox. Beſides theſe dramas, Me- 
taſtaſio furniſhed the court with ſeveral ſhort 
occaſional: lyric compoſitions, which were 
called —_— and ſet by Haſſe, * or 
Wagenſeil. 

At this time all the ſons and daughters of 
Apollo in Italy, were ambitious of Metaſta- 
fio's acquaintance : the modeſt and diffident 
wiſhed to avail themſelves of his council; 
the vain, of his praiſe. Our author's candid 
and pacific diſpoſition inclined him to treat 
them all with lenity. His diſapprobation 
was accompanied with ſuch politeneſs,” that 
it was eaſy for ſelf-love to conſtrue it into 
panegyric. His correſpondence with aliterary 

lady 
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lady of rank, at Siena, may ſerve as a 
ſpecimen of his critical urbanity. Some let- 
ters ſeem to have paſſed between them, prey 
vious to thoſe which appear in the collection; 
as the firſt in which he ſpeaks of the lady's 
partial friendſhip is ſhort, and only an ac- 
companiment to the preſent of the poet's 
Oper a of C/elia, 


EST TARA. XH. 


TO THE NOBLE SIGNORA LIVIA ACCARIG1, 
PATRICIAN OF SIENA, 


Tx tribute, rather than gift, of my Cles 
lia, was undeſerving of the exceſſive recom» 
penſe of ſuch an obliging and partial letter, 
as that with which you have deigned to ho- 
nour me. I feel extremely proud of it, not 
indeed as a proof of the excellence of my 
drama, but as a teſtimony of that uncommon 
friendſhip which has ſeduced your judgment. 
Continue, moſt illuſtrious lady, to honour 
| your ſex and Italy with your laudable ſtudies, 
and believe me to be impreſſed with the 
| 2 — and reſpect, &c. | 


Vienna, July 14, . | 
| LE T. 
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TO THE SAME. 


I was greatly aſtoniſhed to find in your 
laſt moſt obliging letter, that among the 
many excellencies by which you. are diſ- 
tinguiſhed, there ſhould be that of an exem- 
plary docility, a virtue fo little known in 
Parnaſſus. I congratulate you, Madam, 
upon it, and defire that it may be propo- 
gated in our colleges, where only its maſk 
can be found, and where every one begs 
applauſe, in afking for correction. 

You will greatly. improve your drama, by 
making the character of Thomyris more de- 
cided and conſtant. Indeed the moſt vicious 
part of an audience, is always pleaſed with 
examples of magnanimity; I ſhould there- 
fore ſuppreſs that generoſity which Thomy- 
ris manifeſts. towards the end, and ſtudy 
from the beginning, and through the whole 
drama, to make her think, ſpeak, and act 
in ſuch a manner, that there ſhould be no 
inconſiſtence in her becoming generous. Let 
her be proud and vindictive, if you pleaſe ; 
$55 349 3 but 
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but let her not accompliſh her vengeance by 
a moſt premeditated aſſaſſination, nor loſe 
her paſſion for ſuch deeds when committed. 
The Hyrcanian becomes more larſh, inſo- 
lent and proud, without principles of mo- 
rality, or civilization. But his irregularities 
affect only himſelf, rendering him a diſtinct 
character, by extravagances that are even 
ridiculous, as far as the dignity of the buſ- 
kin will allow; yet theſe extravagances are 
never of ſuch a kind, as reduce the other 
perſonages, either to the neceſſity of bearing 
unreaſonable ſufferings and paſſing for cow- 
ards, or of puniſhing, tragically, the ſavage 
follies of ignorance and brutality. 

Now, deſcending to the minutia of all the 
events and occaſions which may be imagined, 
in ſupport of your two principal characters, 
would be fettering your fancy ; of which it 
is my with to indicate the points at which 
you are to aim, but not to limit your choice 
of ſuch means as are moſt ſuitable to your 
genius, in the proſecution of your plan. 

I have made diligent enquiry of my recol- 
lection, in order to diſcover ſome traces of 
the two odes, of which you imagine I muſt 
have been ſometime in poſſeſſion, through 
your kindneſs; and think I can - ſafely 
| affirm, 
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affirm, that I have never ſeen them: if by 
accident, theſe tranſcripts had been miſ- 
laid, I am very certain that I ſhould: never 
have loſt the 5 of _ production 
of yours. 

Continue to honour me with your envi- 
able partiality, and with ſuch commands as 
may afford me an opportunity of manifeſting 
with how much reſpect I am, &c. 

Vienna, October, 1763. 


LETTER XXI. 


ILAcxkNOWLRDOGR, with gratitude equal to 
the ſingular confidence with which you ho- 
nour me, the having received and attentively 
peruſed your manuſcriptof Thomyris; and am 
proud that Italy can boaſt a young lady of 
ſuch rare talents, and who is capable of under- 
taking one of the moſt difficult enterpriſes 


which the inhabitants of Parnaſſus dare 
attempt. I have found the diction clear and 
happy, and frequent inſtances of ſuch thea- 
trical diſtreſs, as is uſually neither the fruit 
of learning nor talents, but of long experi- 
ence, I have found characters drawn with 


I vigour, 
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vigour, and, in ſhort, the whole work has ſur: 
paſſed my expectation, as it muſt that of 
every one who knows the enormous difficulty 
of ſuch a perilous buſineſs, and is not igno- 
rant of this being the firſt time that you 
have ſailed in an ocean that is rendered ter- 
rible by ſuch innumerable; ſhipwrecks. I 
therefore congratulate you; and think, that 
there is no literary undertaking in which I 
may not promiſe ſucceſs to your laudable 
application, and cultivated and diſtinguiſhed 
talents. | 

You muſt not expect me, madam, to 
write a formal academic diſcourſe, defining 
all the conſtituent parts of the drama. This 
would be a treatiſe which I ſhould have no 
time to write, or you patience to read. In- 
deed it would be a uſeleſs undertaking: as J 
could tell you nothing of which you may not 
be informed by my dear friend the Abate 
 Paſquini; a man Who has done honour to 
the Italian ſtage, who is your friend as welt 
as mine, and from his perfect knowledge of 
my. heart and 'mind, can tell you as well as 
myſelf; what I think and what I feel. 

But that you may not doubt of the atten· 
tion with which J have read your drama, os 
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think me more forward than J ought to be; 
take the two following obſervations. 

Thomyris, at the end of the piece, 1s full 
of great, virtuous, and magnanimous ſenti- 
ments; but at the beginning ſhe meditates, 
determines, and orders, an aſſaſſination. 
This ſeems a duplicity of character as repug- 
nant to rule, as two-fifths in muſic. It is 
true that there are in nature, devout raſcals, 
and bluſtering cowards ; but they are inſuf- 
ferable, and our theatre in. 24. decided 
characters. | 


The principal feature in the character of 
Ircano appears to me violent; not becauſe , 
brutality does not ſuit his diſpoſition, but 
being called a coward by the general, he re- 
mains ſuch, unleſs he kills or is killed by him 
in a duel. It is true, that the Spaniſh point 
of honour did not ſubſiſt in the time of Tho- 
myris; but common prejudices muſt be re- 
ſpected; and this is one of our moſt incon- 
venient ſervitudes. 


Be careful of your health, for the honour 
of your ſex, and believe me to be, with 
equal eſteem and reſpect, &c. 


r T We 
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We ſhall now reſume Metaſtaſio's correſ- 
pondence with his friend FaRINELLI, whom 
he very anxiouſly tries to moralize into phi- 
loſophy and tranquillity, if not comfort. He 
had been driven out of Paradiſe, that is, 
ordered to quit Spain, on the acceſſion of 
Charles III, and ſeemed to with to ſpend the 
reſt of his days in his native city of Naples, 
among his relations ; but for political reaſons, 
that comfort was denied him. He had then 
thoughts of ſettling in England; but that was 
not agreeable to the court of Spain, as the 
two nations were then at war. After viſit- 
ing ſeveral cities in Italy, in order to chuſe 
a future abode, Bologna was preſcribed to 
him, as the place which would give the leaſt 
umbrage to the Spamiſh monarch ; ſeemingly, 
becauſe Farinelli had fewer acquaintance, 
and was likely to paſs his time there in a 
more gloomy and comfortleſs manner, than 
any where elſe. This, beſides his ſincere 
affliction for the loſs of his royal patrons, and: 
the importance which his talents and conduct 
had acquired him at Madrid, rendered leſ- 
ſons of reſignation difficult to learn: to re- 
coneile the mind to ſuch misfortunes and 
mortifications, was a work of ycars; hut for 

the 
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the recovery of its former tone of happinsdy 
life was too ſhort ! 


ro FARINELLL. 


Tur dear and amiable bearer of, this lets 
ter, goes into Italy with a firm reſolutions 
vigourouſly to attack your obſtinate melan- 
choly: a work worthy. of a good and true 
friend. I envy him, and ſhould be glad to 
accompany him, as an ally in ſo meritorious 
an enterpriſe, Let him have his way, my 
dear friend, and never let it enter into your 
head to protect your internal foe. You have 
given proofs ſufficient of your good heart, 
and ſenſe of gratitude and duty ; it is time 
to reſign yourſelf to the will of Providence, 
and to diſpel the clouds which obſcure every 
comfort of life, So prays your moſt affec- 
tionate and faithful Gemello. 

Vienga, January 87, 1768: 


$4 LET- 


CETTER XXII. 
TO THE. SAME. 


Ov honoured Abate Cetrulo ſets off ſud- 
denly for Italy ; and aſſures me, that his firſt 
buſineſs will be the viſiting the incomparable 
Gemello : ſo that I ſhould believe myſelf to 
be excommunicated in Bulla cænæ, if I did 
not avail myſelf of this opportynity to em- 
brace you affectionately per procuratorem, at 
leaſt a hundred times. I likewiſe ſend a 
good dofe of friendſhip to our dear Petrilh : 
to whom I acknowledge myſelf extremely 
obliged for the care he takes in keeping up 
your ſpirits; of which I diſcovered more 
than one indication in your anfwer to the 
tetter which I configned to his care. I now 
begin to diſcover that my beloved CaRLuc- 
ero is as ſuperior to the frowns, as he has 
hitherto been to the fmites, of fortune. T 
promifed : my ſelf this heroiſm from you : and 
was certain that your greateſt difficulty was 
knowing how to ſet bounds to the tender ex- 
ceſſes of your good heart, and gratitude. 
Now time and reflection have rendered you 
-T 34 1 2 maſter 
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maſter of yourſelf, it is fit, my dear, friend, 
that you ſhould enjoy that ſweet tranquillity, 
which is ſo juſtly due to your toils and con- 
duct. OX OOPS 

We have here, for ſome months, our 
worthy and excellent Panzacchi, who has 
been called from Bavaria to fing in the Vi- 
enna Theatte. I have always eſteemed him; | 
but, at preſent, love him more than ever; 
aſſuring myſelf every moment, that he was 4 
long time witneſs, of your friendſhip and af- 
fection for me (g). I never doubted of it, 
and yet it pleaſes and flatters me to meet 
with any one that can confirm it. He com- 
miſſions me to preſent a thouſand reſpects 
to you. Imagine to yourſelf how I muſt 
teaze and peſter him with W concern- 
ing your perſon. a 

I beg that you, who are full of n 
will examine a little our Cetrulo, concerning 
the objects of his journey to Naples. It 
ſeems to me as if he were going to ruin him- 
ſelf. I have preached, but in vain. Do 
you perform the pious work of perſuation. 

Adieu, my ever dear Charles. 
. Vienna, April 26, 1763. 
(g) See Preſent State of Muſic in Germany, vol. 1. art. 


MuNnicn, for a further account of this performer, 
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LETTER XXIV, 


10 THE SAME, 


"OR bleſs my Sr Gemello, for have 
ing at length drawn his head out of that hy- 
pochondriac flough of deſpair, in which it 
has. ſo long been plunged! The laſt letter 
which I received from you, after your little 
excurſion to Parma, and the accounts I have 
had from Petrillo, whom I faw a few days 
ago in his way to Saxony, have afforded me 
infinite conſolation. I was going to tell you, 
that you had, at length, ſuffered that reaſon 
to be vanquiſhed, which had been your con- 
ſtant guide in the midſt of all the powerful 
allurements of fortune: allurements which 
in every age have turned the heads of the 
wiſeſt men, though double baked in the 
oven of philoſophy. Now my dear Gemello 
is. vitorious, I hope he will take advantage 
of the victory. That he will eſtablifh ſuch 
a ſerene and tranquil way of life, as ſhall 
enable him to enjoy that peace to which Pro- 
vidence conſents ; ; and convince the world, 


that 
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that he is ſtill the ſame FArINELLY, in every 
ſituation, 

Our Menghino, who has always your name 
in his mouth, is here very juſtly eſteemed: 
I ſee him 3 and take great care not to 
let him indulge his natural fantaſtic imagi - 
nations, in which I find him much mended : 
but not quite cured, IM 

You muſt already know, that here we are 
become Neapolitans, in verbo terremoto. In 
themorningof the vigilof St. Peter, alittle be- 
fore and a little after five o'clock, we felt, in 
Vienna, two reaſonably violent ſhocks : 
and afterwards an account was brought 
from Hungary, of the total ruin of the city 
of Komorren, and other places in its neigh- 
bourhood. If the Neapolitans ſend us their 
earthquakes, it is to be hoped that they will 
likewiſe ſend us their figs, grapes, ſurrento 
veal, exquiſite pork, and all the other good 
things of which we. are in want; but it 
is quite unchriſtian to ſend us only the bad: 

I love and eſteem our dear Carlani, as 
much as his honourable and truſty character 
deſerves; and rejoice extremely that you 
know his worth, and have him ſo near you. 
For, to tell you the truth, your. good heart 
always makes me tremble, knowing how 


T 4 much 


( 280) 
much it has been abuſed in former times. 
Be cautious, my dear friend; and when you 
have found an honeſt man, take him to 
vour boſom as a great treaſure; for this vale 
of tears in which we live, does not produce 
them in great abundance, , 
God help that obſtinate head of Cetrulo! 

J have great fears that he goes about ſecking 
ills, like the phyſicians, Farewell, Fai 
Gemello; perſevere in your melioration, till 
you are perfectly cured ; and your entire 

mental health will contribute infinitely to 
that of your moſt faithful Gemello. 


Vienna, June 11, 1763. 


LETTER XXV. 


SAME. 


On Friday, the gth inſtant, in the duſk of 
the evening, arrived at Vienna, the very 
obliging Sig. Paſquali Potenza; on Satur- 
day, and yeſterday, he favoured me with a 
viſit, and to-day he ſet out early for Prague, 
His manners and converſation prove him to 
be no gooſe, and that he knows the world. 
I haye 


TO THE 


{ 
have no doubt of his profeſſional merit ; his 
reputation, arid your venerable opinion are 
ſufficient for me; but J have not yet had the 
pleaſure of hearing him (5). I could not 
help expreſſing a wiſh for that gratification ; 
but he excuſed himſelf, by ſaying that his 
voice was out of order, not being recovered 
from the effects of his journey; and I was 
unwilling to preſs him, under ſuch circum- 
ſtances, ., Yeſterday, he dined out of town, 
at the villa of Count Durazza, and on being 
ſolicited by the lady of the houſe, he fung. 
How could he reſiſt the power of beauty? I 
have extracted from him all the information 
I poſſibly could, concerning yourſelf ; par- 
ticularly with reſpect ta your preſent ſpirits; 
and am very well pleaſed with you. Con- 
tinue, my dear Gemello, to rub off your mind 
that abominable ruſt, which by degrees 
would haye annihilated all your facultics, 
I ſhould purſue this ſubject, had I not a 
hundred diſagreeable letters on my hands, 
which I muſt ineyitably anſwer : therefore, 


() This performer was in England during the ſeaſons 
of 1758 and 1759, when the Mattei was'manager, and 
firſt woman. He ſeemed to know muſic very well, and 
ſung in good taſte ; but his voice was in decay, and his 
intonation frequently falſe, 


with 
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with a hearty embrace, I recommend to 
your memory, your moſt faithful Gemello, 
Vienna, September 12, 1763, 


| LETTER, XXVI. 
TO THE SAME. | 


Very We after the receipt of your laſt 
letter of the 23d of September, the reſpecta- 
ble Dr. Savich, Eſculapius to the Prince of 
Lichtenſtem, appeared in my room : and im- 
mediately upon his entrance, giving me a 
hearty kiſs, faid that it had been conſigned 
to me by my moſt implacable enemy : I re- 
cogniſed immediately by the colour, of what 
materials the ſtuff was made ; and he was 
aſtoniſhed at my ſpirit of prophecy. Oh 
how he is delighted with your courteſy, con- 
verſation, and every thing that belongs to 
you! He talked only of you, for an hour 
and half; and you may well imagine that I 
did not try to change the ſubject. He com- 
miſſioned me to preſent a thouſand reſpect- 
ful and affectionate compliments to you on 
his part, and you ought to ſwear upon the 
agnus Dei that he was punctually obeyed, 

Therefore 
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Therefore honour the letter of credit, which 
I draw upon you at fight, for value received. 
I have not yet ſeen Baron Le/chengeld, but 
in the mean time, I have contrived, .wath, 
the aſſiſtance of a common friend, to let him 
know how much you hays faid in your / . 
ters concerning him. 
Dear Gemello, my mute devil will ſay no- | 

thing, either good or bad. When I am unable 
to ſpeak plainly, I am filent; not having been 
able, in thirty three years reſidence at court, to 
learn the language of oracles that are applicable 
to every ſenſe, My taſte is for the round yes or 
no, the taſte of our anceſtors. Now between 
ourſelves, I ſhall tell you frankly ; that if 
your proje& is ſuch as.it ſeems to me, 
through your myſterious expreſſions, there 
is nothing in the world, with reſpect to myſelf, 
which would afford me greater pleaſure and 
conſolation ; and if you doubt a moment of 
this truth, you would be (what my Ge- 
mello 'never can be) the moſt ungrateful 
animal that ever was on the ſurface of 
the earth. But the bus illi is ſuch, that 
an honeſt man ſhould never purchaſe his 
own pleaſure at the expence of a friend, and 
particularly of ſuch a friend as you are. 
How is it poſſible for me to judge of theſe 
futrug 
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future contingencies, if I am utterly ignorant 
of the Southern and Northern diſpoſitions, 
which may render the ſuppoſed project pru- 
dent and practicable! ? He would be a ſtupid 
phyſician, indeed, who” ſhould attempt to 
cure, without knowing the diſeaſe and ſtate 
of the patient. What 1 perfectly know is, 
that you have acted ſuch a part in the world, 
as renders you unfit for inferior characters. 
This is all that my heart, which is wholly 
devoted to you, can fay. If you will ex- 
plain yourſelf further, I ſhall ſecond your 
wiſhes to the utmoſt of my power. In the 
mean time, continue to love yours moſt faith- 
fully (7). | 

P.S. The King of Poland paſſed. to a 
better life the 5th of laſt month. | 


Vienna, ane 10, 1763, 


(i) The letter to which this was an anſwer, notwith- 
ſtanding the myſtery in which its contents were couched, 
ſeems, from the reply, to have included an invitation to 


the poet to ſpend the reſt of his days with his twin friend 
in Italy, 


of | 
( =s } 


TO THE SAME. | 


_ In ſpite of a heap of . trefime 

letters which I have to anſwer, and the 
company of ſome nymphs, who have had the 
goodneſs to drink chocolate with me in my 
poetical cabin, though it is poſt day, and are 
all cackling like gerſe in the next room, I 
cannot help os moſt heartily my 
dear Gemello: and being as much in want 
of materials as time for a long letter, let this 
ſerve only as a manifeſtation of the e 
of my well cemented twinſhip. _ 

It is moſt certain, dear friend, that 1 have 
an exceſſive deſire to viſit Italy; but there 
are ſo many fifes to tune, that it is no eaſy 
matter to determine. The South, the North, 
the Eaſt, the Weſt, and every canton of this 
miſerable globe which we inhabit, has its 
particular intemperance and inconveniencies: 
and we muſt regulate ourſelves like prudent 
pilots, not merely to avoid diſgrace. for our 
want of judgment, but remorſe, which is 
the greateſt torment to which rational beings 

noi l/-43 arc 
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are expoſed. But do not imagine from this 
preachment, that I have wholly relinquiſhed 
the hope of ſecing charming Italy again, 
at leaſt for a ſhort time. Who knows? In 
the mean time, take great care of the fardle, 
number one, and continue indefatigably to 
equal the true and tender friendſhip of your 
moſt conſtant Gemello. 

Frain, November 14, 1763. 


LETTER XXVIII. 


TO THE SAME. 


Tux impertinence of your complaints, 
which, according to your laſt letter, have 
obliged you to keep your bed, has put me 
into a great rage. While there are ſo many 
malevolent animals upon which they might 
have amuſed themſelves to the advantage of 


humanity ; why ſhould they torment honeſt 
gentlemen, born to delight and affiſt their 
fellow creatures? But we muſt not dive 
into the myſteries of Providence. The good» 
humour which reigns in your letter makes 
me hope, that you have ſubdued theſe do- 
meſtic foes, and I am ats have it 
confirmed. | 5 | _ 


When- 
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Whenever I am able to tranſport my frail 
frame towards the ſouth, be aſſured, my dear 
Gemello, that I ſhall not chuſe the time 
when the great northern ſtars are in mo- 
tion /. How could ] poſſibly ſurvive ſuch a 
tumult? Crowdsof travellers, ſcarcity of beds, 
tired horſes, inſolence of ſuperiors, neglect of 
inferiors, rapacity of poſtmaſters, drunken- 
neſs of poſtillions, inns robbed, roads broke 
up, diſorder, confuſion, hurry, ſcarcity, and 
a thouſand other plagues of all kinds! 
Mercy on me! The merely thinking of 
theſe things makes my hair ſtand an end. 
During more than thirty-three years that I 
have been in this old vortex, I have contriv- 
ed to avoid all ſuch enterpriſes: think there- 
fore whether, at this time of the year, 1 
ſhould be able to make fo raſh and daring an 
experiment: I, who for ſo many years have 
lived in this imperial reſidence like a hermet 
in the deſerts of the Thebaid; and who never 
tet my foot in the court, unleſs whera com- 
mand from my moſt element ſovereigns illu- 
mines my humble dwelling, and conducts ine 
to the imperial palace. If we do not e 


(4) This was written at the time We; . 
in Germany. 
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to open our eyes to our own infirmities, when, 
and to what, my dear friend, ſhall we © open 
them ? 

Adieu. Recommend me to your daily 
goſſips, as I never fail to ſpeak of you to all 
my favourite prattlers. But above all, take 
care of yourſelf, and preſerve ſo valuable an 
individual to your, &c. 

Vienna, December 12, 1763. 


LET LER XXIX. 


TO THE SAME. 


Our amiable. Petrillo, after having been 
more than a mere ſpectator of the calamities 
and cataſtrophe of the tragedy of poor Dreſ- 
den, has paſſed through this country like 


lightning. He is going to breathe the de- 
lightful air of Italy, and, after ſo much agi- 
tation, to paſs in tranquillity the reſt of his 
days. If he puts in practice the wiſe philo- 
ſophical maxims which he now profeſſes, he 
will be worthy of envy. I could not reſiſt 
this opportunity of embracing my dear Ge- 
mello, and of aſſuring him, -thovgh I truſt. 
unneceſſarily, that my affection for him will 
never be diminiſhed, till this little piece of 

mechan- 
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mechaniſm ſhall be totally detothpounded: 
1 hope yours gathers ſtrength daily, And: Nt 
your ſoul being commodioufly lodged, may 
cheriſh” that chearful and feſtive difpofition 
which embelliſhed your former days, and 
lightened” the heavieſt vexations of life. 
Think of me now and then, my dear friend, 
and believe that I * and ever bens be, vor 


moſt Faithfull, ee. of ** "It 8 AN 
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5 Nowe as your, Complaints aſſail you in 
F-FA- ur, with a ſecond and fourth, the temedy, 
my deareſt Gemello, i is plain. The natural 
reſolution. is/in/C-$0L-FA-UT3 {4} and when 
it is known, what is; to be done, it is our on 


fault if we ſuffer by not doing a The 


c This Meal MK B Ke Lier 3 bands, Will 
de well underſtood by müßelans; but may want explana- 
tion by ſuch readers as have not been initiated into the 
ec e _—_— and fourth — 
cor e muſical ſou ear remai 
une uff 0108 che erf c PLUS l. e wn 
to the baſe E: which, figuratively implies, returning from 
fctneſioto bialths; ot from vexation and mat. aa to 
frangyillity and comfort. 
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worſt, is, when we know not which way ta 
ſteer. In ſuch caſes, I form an alliance with 
patience :; conclude that I have a certain 
burthen to carry, ſettle it on my poor ſhoul- 
ders, and then I ſuffer much leſs by its weight 
than if I carried it aukwardly. Believe, me, 
my dear friend, you can, purſue no better 
method. All the impatience to which you 
may give way, will only aggravate and aug» - 
ment your injuries, and make a loſs of four 
equal to eight. All the knowledge we have, 
comes from experience in my as well 
as natural philoſopby. | 

If you wiſh clearly to ens your 
Gemello, never ſeek for any other meaning 
in his words, than that which they preſent at 
firſt Gght. : The ſpeaking or acting myſteri- 
ouſly and politically, is not my way, nor a 
way I underſtand, after thirty · four years at 
court. I am as ignorant of the aulic ſcience 
as when I firſt entered the fervice. Naturt 
has made me, in this reſpect, like a duek, 
who paſſes a great part of its m. in.ahs 
. ne ever being wet. f 0 

- Our Prtrilla, who flies Aeg Views, 
will bring you this Keke and a AY: em- 
| brace. 0399 4b * ty 

Fe vas . . | Vis Fd 
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LETTER, XXXL. 


10 runs SAME. 


Youn laſt letter of the 5th inſt, role 
conſoled me, From the ſerenity and plea· 
ſautry with which it is coloured from the 
beginning to the end, I conceive that you 
are at length arrived at the ſecret of wiping 
from. your mind that curſed ;ſaot with hic 
it has ſo long been diſcoloured· I congratu- 
late you on your ſucceſs, in an enterpriſe 
which borders on & ſpecies of heroiſm of 
which ſo few are capable. We have an infi- 
nite number of great men, who are venerated 
as models of knowledge and prudence, 
who have ſunk under cataſtrophes much leſs 
violent than yours. Happineſs, therefore, 
attend my dear Gemello ! Who has proved 
himſelf as much ſuperior in adverſity as pro- 
ſperity, and who knows how to eſtimate hu- 
man felicity better than thoſe who call 
themſelves philoſophers; and is in no want 
of ſcholaſtic jargon to enable him to ſtand 
firm and motionleſs in every guſt of wind. 
Heaven bleſs and keep you in this wiſe and 
placid ſtate for at leaſt half a century! 

N | v2 Our 
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Our dear Majo has been arrived ſome time, 
but I have ſeen him but once, and then only 
for a ſhort time. I received him with all 
that affection which I cannot help beſtowing 
on perſons beloved by you, and whoſe merit 
15 univerſally known mn. Nor ſhall I negle& 
any opportunity. of ſerving him, as far as the 
auguſt circumference of my limited faculties 
Hall extend. * The beſt of i it is, that he not 
only never comes near fie, but leaves me in 
perfect ignorance of the hiding place where 
he has Kitherto amuſed himfelf here, duting 
the leiſure in which he has hitherto lived. 
Perhaps ſome ancient {ſparks have rekindled 
the extinguiſhed conflagration, and the poor 
"foul will be involved in the flames and ſinoke 
which formerly, as I am informed, ſcorched 
=p confounded him. i og 

Adieu, my amiable Gemello; continue to 
let me enjoy the pleaſure of hearing of your 
tranquillity: take care of your health” and 
embrace for me, my dear and much bonour- 


ed Carlani, 0% ne D 4 
Seit £ Mee, March 2 1764 


(e) This muſt have been the celebrated Neapolitan 
* compoſer, Ciccio de Majo, who died young, about the Je 
1771. He began to flouriſh in 1759 > having eompoles 
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Tun abe Ades iet . 
complaints, contained in your laſt . letter, 
would have made me laugh, if the idea of 
the ſufferings they muſt: have oecaſioned, 
added tothe daily expetience of my own; 
had not awakened a croud of ſerious reflec- 
tious. But theſe are not worth a fig; and, in- 
deed, are themſelves worſe plagues than the 
others. Therefore, my dear Gemello, the 
moſt infallible antidote is, not ta think of 
them except when the machine is diſordered 
by them; but to go on, as. well as we can, 
in hoping for good; and tolerating the evils of 
exiſtence, as Lam now; obhged to do. 

| Your moſt amiable de Majo generouſly 
gives me credit for wiſhing t. to ern * but 


chat year, "8 for the theatre 40 Dame at Rome, 
and in 1763, the year when this letter was written, his 
Demefoonte was performed in the Argentina theatre of the 
ſame city. The laſt opera 1 — PREY 
the theatre at Venice, 2770. 4}. 1839 

U 3 hitherto 
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hitherto. has abſolutely ayoided putting my 
zeal to the teſt. A man of his merit, and 
your friend, would have a right to diſpoſe of 
me at his. Pleaſure. But he, who is no fool. 
knowing perhaps the little extent of my | 
power, is unwilling to expoſe me to the 
ſhame of confeſſing it. Jam unable to in- 
form you Whether he has been caught in the 
old net, I never frequent the woods which 
expoſe him to fuch danger, and have never 
been able, to: examine him; as during his 
long reſidence on the banks of the Her, | 
or: three times, at moiſt. Indecd his contie 
nuing ſo eonftantly inviſible, and remaining 
_leems to favour your conjettures, If he is at 
ſea, I with him a proſperpus gale if ſuch a 
a navigation depends much on the cauſe for 

which we embark; and I never wish my 
friends to bo pelieſhg 0 pre e 
ate cone 

I banal ſee our. merry friegd, ld the 
eloquent Bonechi, who. laves you as you des 
ſerve: ſo, that with this addition, and fo 
many ather amiable qualities, you may im- 
agine how dear he is to me. I have faith 
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fully communicated to him Jr Comtalf⸗ 
ſions, and he has charged me with too inany 
things to be executed iy this world. . 
7 3 July % 16. 
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Arr diſtilling my brains for tw6 whole 
days, I am gel to ednfels, my dear Ge- 
mello, that 1 have not been able to decipher 
your Tarantella. I flatter myſelf that there 
is nothing very bad; as your huthour is not 
tinged with melancholy on the cbntrary, it 
is more ſerene and pleaſant chan uſual. The 
myſterious language in which you have maſ- 
qued your new firuntion,” has made me ſuſ- 
pet, that ſome irr bad diſtutbed the 
_ ecotiomy of your whole ſyſtem; and that 
your virgin modeſty, which is alarmed by 
every ſhadow of immodeſty, had not ſuffered 
you to explain'youfrſelf,” Whatever it is, I 
defire you will immediately ceaſt to torment 


yourſelf about it, and not ſuffer it to prevent 
your intended nuptial viſit to our dear Car- 


ani; : to whom I wiſh abundant flores of all 
V4 kinds, 
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Kinds, geeefary for che Yo! age h cnc it; 
takes. 


Our r and ſanguid Mae, Rimulated 


by his friends and by his duty, is at length let 
en br Manbeim, where he is engaged to com- 
poſe an opera for the Elector Palatine. With 
what heart he has left the hanke of the Mer, 
enamourgg; turtles ſay! op 

I ſhall be ſhort in my account of all the 


fine things which Cam ordered to ſay to you, 


in, the name of our moſt amiable common 
friend, Sig Boxschtl, the N capolitay gon 
ful; ;. but you. will ſoon, mect, and then I beg 
you to, embrace him cordially and repeated 
for me, ,, Think with, what envy 1. ſhall bs 
tormented, at not making a third in your 
meetings. I muſt haye patience, as 1 ſeem 
only born 25 the exerciſe of philoſophic mor 
deration. If vou. knew, how well 1 bore my 
plagues, you would take me for. a, hero. 1 But 
the trade of heroiſm. is a vile em ple ment, 
and my ſhoulders ache at the mere mention 
of i it. But let us talk no longer of complaints 
and misfortunes. Conceal yours as much 
as you can, and I. ſhall do the fame by 
mine. In this manner We ſhall defeat. the 
intentions of fortune, and bid defiance, to ul- 
luck. Farewell; love me as you uſed to do, 
And 


0 | — 
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Aud, be aſſured, that in ſpite of all; our 


plagues, vou will ever be e G k 
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LETT E R XXXIV. 


TO THE SAME. 


Yov muſt not imagine, my dear Gemello, 
that I am drowned in the river Lethe. I am 
{till among the living, but not my own ma- 
ſter. My myſt clement patroneſs has too 
high an opinion of my worn-out poetical ta- 
lents, and has now: given me a taſłk beyond 
the power of the hoarſe old ſwan. It is true, 
that oracular ſovereigns always qualify their 
commands with the gracious and moſt hu- 
mane conditions of: F you can: if you will; 
but you know, by experience, what weight 
theſe phraſes have, whenuttered by divinities, 
However, in ſpite of my occupations, I ſhall 
ſteal a few moments from the babling muſes, 
for the ſake of converſing a little with my 
dear Gemello, for however ſhort a time, in 
order to break our ſilence, and provent it from 
becoming habitual. 

I I beg 


A ! CE ee en es 
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I beg you, in my name, to with vigour and 
4 numerous progeny to our new married 
friends, and their ladies. Continue to love 
me; pray to heaven to grant me patience; 
and believe me, till the conſummation of all 


things, yours, &c, 


Vienna, November 3, 1764. 


xxn or THE turn SECTION. 
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SECTION” vr 


As wav 46nd Wi As pb 
this letter, and the next to Bis friend Fari. 
nelli, e ffiall go back to his other corref-' 
pondents, in order, as much as Pons, to 
let them march a breaſt. 

The following letter, to Padre Martini, 
is of no other importance, than as à record 
of Metaſtaſio's friendſhip and regard for that 
venerable and worthy muſieal monk; who 
had ſent him a book of Duets for two voices, 
which were afterwards printed, and dedicat- 
ed to the late Electreſo Aeg of Saxony. 
They are in an eaſy mixed chamber ſtyle, in 
which ancient and modern paſſages are 
agreeably interwoven, The words were 
wholly ſelected from the works of the impe · 


rial bard, 


LETTER I. 
| TO PADRE MARTINI. 
By the kind care of the worthy Abate Pre- 


ti, the bearer of this letter, I yeſterday 
found 
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found upon my harpſichord, the maſterly 
duets of which you, reverend Sir, have done 
me the honour to make me a preſent. Our 
young female compoſer executed them all 
immediately, one after the other, with the 
aſſiſtance of a ſecond voice. And we have. 
concluded, that they will long remain ſub- 
jects of ſtudy for her, and of delight to me: 
10 much do we admire them at preſent. 1 
am extremely obliged to you, not only for 
this gift, but for your partiality to my 
rhymes ; ; and am anxious for an opportunity, 
of manifeſting. with what fincere and perfect 
eſteem I have the honour to be, &c. 


Venn, March A 2764. 


About this time, Padre Martini, in writ- 
ing his hiſtory of muſic, being in want of a' 
M. S. in the Imperial library, at Vienna, 
applied to Metaſtaſio to procure him a tran- 
ſcript of it; and the following letter is an 
anſwer to the acknowledgments which he 
had received from this good father, for hav- 
ing complied with his requeſt. 


LE T. 


{ 30z ) 


LETTER II. 
TO PADRE- MARTINI. . . 


Your moſt obliging letter has afforded me 

a very ſingular ſatisfaction; as I diſcover by 
its contents, that you are pleaſed with the 
extracts which I had the happineſs to pro- 
cure for you. Indeed I am not a little proud 
in having done a ſervice. to the public by 
contributing my ſmall ſtore of materials to- 
wards the conſtruction, of your ſublime. edi, 
fice. - Sig. Martmetz, keeper of the Imperial 
library, and his indefatigable ſiſtet, return 
with reſpect and gratitude, their beſt, com- 
pliments: and for myſelf, I beg you to be- 
lie ve, that I am eager for new occaſions to 
_ thew my readineſs in obeying your com- 
mands, and have the honour ta be with the 
moſt dt eſteem, .. f as 
Vienna, Auguſt 2.4765 


The following letter having been written 
to explain a doubtful paſſage in Metaſtafic“s 
Aleſſandro nell Indie, ſeems worthy" of 4 
place here, as every difficulty in an à 
works, is beſt er by himſelf. gilt 


ET 


2 


( 352 ) 


LETTER I. 


* SIG; vreeoro DELLA CHIESA, IN 
SALVYZZO« 


My fri duty, it anſwering the letter with 
which you have honoured me, is to thank 
vou and your illuſtrious and enlightened l 
nobility, for the partiality you are pleaſed to 
expreſs for my writings. The ſecond duty 
is, the fpeedy execution of your reſpected 
commands. I ſhall therefore, without ſtop- 
ping to ſay how much I think myſelf ho- 
noured by your favourable opinion, haſten to 
the buſineſs in queſtion. | nent a6; od 

The firſt opening of Alefandro nel. Indie, 
preſents to the ſpectators a view of a ruined. | 
camp, 4 flying army, and Porus i in vain 
trying to ſtop their fight. He cries out to 
the fugitives to rally,” and tries 1 to ſtimulate 3 
courage by reproaches $5 * Fermiatiui « 6 codard 
(Stop cowards !) He endeavours to revive 
in them ſentiments of magnanimity and for- 
titude, by temitiding them, that life is not 
worth ſaving by a ſhameful and- ignominious 
flight, at the expence of honour. Ab can Ia 
flu nal I compra una vita. The frightened 

ſoldiers 


C8 ) 
ſoldiers continue to fly, without. liſtening to 
him. When Porus deſpairing of being heard, 
no longer looks after his fugitive troops, lays 
to himſelf, almoſt in the voice of reproach + 
to whom am I-ſpeaking ? Wby ſhould I ex- 
eck that men ſo g terrifcd are capable. gf 
liſtening to reaſon, and of remembering the 
laws of obedience and duty? A chi ragiono? 
Non ha legge il timor, (With whom am I 
reaſoning ? Fear bas no law.] From this 


interpretation, Jou will eaſiy comprehend, 
Fir, that the performer who reprefents. the 
character of Porus, ſhquld not recite. che 
words & chi 7agiane?, With his face turned. 
towards the fugitive ſokliers, but to him- 
ſelf, or Gran [theatrical ticenſe to the 
audience, aud nevet in a commgnding tone: 
but rather in that of a mam ho blames him- 
ſelf for hax ing mad a frunleſs attempt. 
I am extremely fortunate that chis diſpute 
has o0acaſioned.ms: the honour of Four com- 
mand and I hope that my ready obedience 
will obtain for me the continuance. of that 
ane with e ee much. flattered... 
62 41 1 vi June 24 478% 


129 3} P Lis , 
Ti car, Moatata refurned and Tg d. 


. 


( 5% ) 
He had ſent this lady a copy of nis hw 
opera of EGERIA, Written for the corohatibii 
of Joſeph (the late Emperor) King" of the” 
Romans, and fet by Haſſe; and having re- 
ceived a letter of thanks for his þ preferte, the 


following i is the poet's rephy.. W 5 
5713} 215. Trot 3 O DOG 5 G3 Zug 
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* 10 $19N0RA, LIVIA Acala 1 


Wu I bad the honour, madam;"%- 


fend you my Egeria, I had no other intention 


than to remind you of my eſteem and re 
ſpect; but my meſſenget \havind\ exceeded 
her commiſſion, Þ perceive that ſhe has E 


acted from your politeneſs, ati'txeeld'of Fra- 


titude, and obliging expreſſions / The merit 
of having procured me ſuch enviable advdn- 
tages, will render me more indulgemt to the 
frailties of my fortunate commullary; I ſhall 
not exaggerate to you; madam; the vanity 
Selbe int u Pest by [the appfSbutiäll ef ay 
muſe; on the contrary, I ſhall carefully 
Wand meddling With" a" ſubjegt ſo per: = 
Cohtinbe, möff illüſtrious lady; e 

rain apþlleatiof to d6 Hottour to 3000 

ſex, 


( 8 ) 
ſex, by furniſhing new motives of admira- 
tion, in the midſt of which I entreat you 
never to forget the conſtant eſteem, and ſin- 
cere reſpect with which Jam and ever ſhall 
remain, &c. 


* 


Vienna, October 5 1764. 


Metaſtaſio's fame at this time, was fo 
great, and extenſive, not only as a dramatic 
poet, but as a man of learning, taſte, and 
genius; that his opinions were eagerly 
ſought on ſubjects of literature, by critics, 
ambitious of being his correſpondents, in all 
parts of Europe. It is poſſible, perhaps, for 
a man of learning, ſtudy, and natural acu- 
men, to be a good critic of the works of 
others, without genius for producing origi- 
nal works themſelves, ſimilar to thoſe which 
they are able to cenſure: as was the caſe 
with Longinus, Bentley, Boſſu, and others; 
yet ſtill, cæteris paribus, the opinion of prac- 
tical poets, and practical artiſts of every 
kind, will have more weight in the ſcale of 
criticiſm, than thoſe of mere theoriſts. 
The following letter, the only one in the 
collection, to the ſame perſon, ſeems to. coy- 
tain Metaſtaſio's poetical creed. 156 
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LETTER v. 
o $16. D. DOMENICO DIODATI. 


Ir I had been able to gratify my with, 
you would not, Sir, have waited ſo long for 
this anſwer to your letter. But it very ſel- 
dom happens, my much reſpected friend, 
that I am a free agent. A laſting ſeries of 
ſocial duties and friendly offices, always re- 
quired and always inevitable, cruelly de- 
prive me of that leiſure, which the uncer- 
tainty of my health, and the duties of my 
employment would now and then, perhaps, 
allow me to dedicate to ſome genial ſtudy 
and uſeful intercourſe, with thoſe very few 
quos equus amavit Fupiter. The profit and 
pleaſure which I derive from your letters, 
would oblige me to deſerve them more fre- 
quently by the punctuality of my anſwers: 
and if I am ſometimes obliged, much againſt 
my inclination, to neglect our correſpondence; 
the loſs I ſuſtain by it, ſhould entitle me 
rather to pity than pardoh. T ought here, 
before all things, to proteſt againſt the exceſs 


( 35) 
of your partiality for me ; but the merely 
repeating what you ſay, even with a view 
to combat it, is extremely dangerous. The 
vanity of poets has no occaſion for incite- 
ments; ip perſuaſions are but too ſeducing, 
and in order that my moderation may pre- 
ſerve a due equilibrium, I muſt not expoſe 
myſelf to ſuch ppwerful temptations. Let 
me therefore atten to anſwer cork age 
tions. 
I confeſs that feed eloquenot u beve | 
had an equal ſhare of my attention with 
that which is confined to meaſure; but deſ- 
tined to be numbered among the inſects of 
Parnaſſus, it has not been in my power to 
divide my time equally between them. I 
have frequently attempted ſome proſe pro- 
duction, between my poetical occupations, 
yet always / analagous to my trade; but 
obliged by ſovereign commands to return to 
the ſibia and the /{yre, the parentheſis has 
been ſo long, that when I went back to my 
interrupted dabours, I found the metal which 
L had left; in fuſion and ready for the mould. 
ſo chilled, that I was obliged to abandon it. 
And finding in myſelf leſs patienoe for run- 
ning back after diſſipated ideas, than courage 
for new enterpriſes, I became ſo diſſatisfied 
X 2 and 


(- 398) 
and diſguſted with my attempts, that 1 
totally diſcontinued them. However, theſe 
attempts, or rather abortions, perhaps, ſtill 
exiſt, in a diſperſed and confuſed ſtate 
among my looſe and uſeleſs papers, like the 
Sybil's leaves, diſſipated by the wind; but in 
pure co οmy of my little credit, I ſhall 
take care that they do not ſurvive me (); 
eſpecially if one day or other (which I can 
hardly hope) I do not get leiſure ſufficient, to 
put them in ſome decent order. The only 
labours which, 1 in deſpite of the buſkin, I have 
ever been able to terminate, are ſome ſhort 
obſervations on the tragedies and camedies 
of the Greeks (o). But theſe obſervations, 
beſides the want of amplification and correc- 
tion from the errors of haſte, are ouly tools 
of my workſhop, and no leſs through. my 
own defects than the nature. of the ſubject, 


(n) The poet was ſincere in this declaration : for neither 
theſe Obſervations, his Extract from Ariftotle's Art of Poetry, 
nor his tranſlation of Horace's {rs Poetica, with notes, 
appeared till after his deceaſe. 

(9) Theſe, and ſclet letters &c. by Metaſtaſio, which 
will be further mentioned hereafter, are now printing at 
Vienna, from the original MSS. which the publiſher has 
obtained from Mademoiſelle Marianne Martines, the poet's. 
eleve and executrix, in three volumes, and in three differ-. 
ent forms, to ſuit the laſt Paris and Venetian editions. 

5 | in 
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in want of that kind of alluring eloquence 
which ſeduces the reader. And therefore, 
uſeful only to myſelf, they aſpire at no pub- 
lic approbation. | 

As to my private letters, they iiever ſeem- 
ed to me to merit the trouble of being regiſ. 
tered. However, for ſome years back; a 
ſtudious young man (p), and a lover bf our 
language, has been tranſcribing as an” exer- 
ciſe, ſuch as the ſhortneſs of the time on 
poſt-days would allow, and has already col- 
lected a greater number than I wiſhed; but 
I am very certain that he will never abuſe 
my confidence, by ungratefuily violating the 
expreſs order which I have given him not to 
publiſh them. And here, according to your 
requeſt, you have a moſt minute account of 
my proſaic applications, 

' Your ſecond requeſt, that I would pro- 
nounce between the merit of ArrosTo and 
Tasso, is too difficult a taſk for the limits of 
my faculties, You know, Sir, with what 
tumults the Parnaſſus of Italy was agitated, 
when Godfrey firſt attempted to'diſpute tho 
primacy with Orlando, of which he had 

(p) This was the counſellor and keeper of the Imperial 
library, Signor Giuſeppe Martinets, elder brother 0 tho 


aboye * 2 
x 3 juſtly 


( 310! ) 


juſtly been ſo long in poſſeſſion. You know 
alſo how the preſs groaned with the uſeleſs 
labeurs ef: yoν,NPallegrinis, Raſſis, Salviatis, 
and a hundred other champions on both 
ſides: You like wiſe know that the .pacific 
Oraai Arigſto, the deſcendant of Lodrvics, 
vainly endeavoured to reconcile the 'combas 
tants, telling them that the poems of theſe 
two divine bards were of a ſpecies ſo differ- 
ent, that they admitted of no parallel; that 
Torquato had determined never to lay down 
the trumpet, and had in àa marvellous man- 
ner, adhered to his reſolution; that Lodoui- 
co's deſign was to delight his readers with a 
variety of ſtyle, mixing in a pleaſant. manner 
with the heroic, the jocoſe, and the feſtive, 
and had Wonderfully ſucceeded. That the 
firſt had demonſtrated the magic power; of 
art; the other the felicity, of unreſtrained 
nature; that both had juſtly acquired ; the 
applauſe and admiration of the public z:and 
that both had arrived at the ſummit of poeti- 
cal glory, but by different roads, audi With 
out initentional rivalry. Voub cannot in 
ſhort, be ignorant of the more btilliant than 
ſolid diſtinction s that TAssO is the: heſt 
poet, but- Anlos rothe grenteſt.· Now, 
knowing all this, how|catyou imagine, that 

I I ſhould 


( $12 ) 


I ſhould venture to arrogate to myſelf, ſuf- 
ficient authority to refolve this queſtign, 
which after ſo many obſtinate literary con- 
flicts, ſtill remains undecided ? However, 
= . in ſuch ſtrifes to ſit 
pro tribunali, I map, at leaſt, be permitted 
to relate, hiſtorically, the effects, which I 
myſelf have experienced in reading theſe 
great poets. When l firſt began the ſtudy 
of literature, I found the world divided into 
parties. That illuſtrious Lyceum, into which 
I had the good fortune to be received, fol- 
lowed that of the Homer of Ferrara, and 
with that exceſs of fervor, which uſually, ac- 
companies ſuch conteſts. In order to ſecond 
my poetical inclination, my maſter recom- 
mended to me the peruſal and imitation of 
ARIosT0 ; judging his free and natural ſtyle 
to be more likely to feed and fertilize genius, 
than the ſervile regularity (as they called it) 
of his rival. I was perſuaded by authority ; 
and the infinite merit of the writer, occu- 
pied me-aftetwards to ſuch a degree, that 
not ſatiated with ſeveral peruſals, I was in- 
duced to learn a great part of Orlando by 
heart; and woe to the bold man who dared 
aſſert that Arigſto could have a rival, or 
that he was not wholly immaculate ! I met 
X 4 with 


1% 38 3 
with friends, however, who in order to ſeduce 
me, recited from time 'to time ſome of the 
fineſt paſſages of the Feruſalem delivered, and 
I found myſelf extremely affected and de- 
lighted by them; but faithful to my ſect, I 
deteſted this complacence, and regarded it 
as one of thoſe ſinful inclinations to Which 
corrupt human nature is prone, and which 
it is our duty to correct: and in this opinion, 
J paſſed all thoſe years in which our judg- 
ment is the mere imitation of others. At 
length, arrived at that period in Which we 
begin to combine our own ideas, and weighs 
ing them in the ſcales of juſtice, yet more 
from ſatiety and a deſire of change, than 
hopes of pleaſure and profit, I read Feruſa- 
lem delivered. It is now impoſſible for me 
to deſcribe the extraordinary revolution 
which this peruſal occaſioned in my mind. 
The ſpectacle, which I faw as in a picture, 
preſenting at one view a great and ſingle 
action, clearly propoſed, conducted in a 
maſterly manner, and perfectly completed; 
the variety of events which produced and 
enriched it, without confuſion; the. magic 
of a ſtyle that is always clear, ſublime, and 
ſonorous; always ennobling the moſt com- 


mon and humble crack the vigour of the 
colouring 
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colouring with which the àuthor Eompares 
and deſcribes; the ſeducing evidence with / 
which he narrates, and perſuades? the truth 
and conſiſtence of the characters, the con- 
nexion of ideas, the learning, judgment, 
and above all things, the wonderful force of 
genius, Which inſtead of being exhauſted, 
as generally happens in labours of long con- 
tinuance, is marvelloufly encreaſed to the 
laſt verſe of the poem; all theſe circum- 
ſtances filled me with a new delight, 4 
repectful admiration, * a lively remorſe for 
my obſtinate injuſtice, and an inplacable 
anger againft thoſe who imagined Ariſlo to 
be injured, merely by comparing him with 
Taſſo. Not but that I ſtill fee in him ſome 
ſhght marks of human imperfection. But 
who can be ſaid to be exempt from them? 
Can his great predeceſſor? If Tafſs ſome- 
times diſpleaſes by too much labour and 
ſtudy, Arioſlo as frequently offends by too 
little. If you would expunge from the one 
a few mean conceits, below the dignity of 
his own mind, you would as readily part 
with incidents in the other that are tòo pro- 
fligate and indecent for the public eye; and 
if we ſhould with for lets rhetoric in Gorfrey, 
the amourous tenderneſs of Orlando, would: 

give 


— 
— -- 2 — * - "4 - 


———— ＋w:ͥ 


_ 
- ES ———— 2 | 
: hs — 


8 * 
— —— — — - 


49 


give us much more pleaſure if it were more 


natural. Verum aperi in longo fas eft obrepere 
ſfomnum and it would be a malignant and 
pedantic vanity to point out with ſeverity the 
little ſpots in two ſuch bright luminaries, 
quas aut incuria fudit, aut bumana parum 
cauit natura. All this, you will ſay, does 
not anſwer your queſtion. Vou wiſh to know 


exactly, and clearly, to which of the two 


you ſhould aſſign the pre- eminence? I have 
already, my dear Sir, reſpectfully declared 
my utter repugnance to ſuch a daring deci- 
fon ; and in mere obedience, have diſcloſed 
to you with the utmoſt ſincerity, in my own = 
way, the emotions which each of theſe di- 


vine poets has ocacſioned in my mind. If all 


this does not ſuffice, take the following 
reſult of a late examination of myſelf upon 
the ſubject. If our good father Apollo, in 
oſtentation of his power, were ever capriciz 
ouſſy to reſolve on making me a great poet, 
and commanded me openly to confeſs, which 
of the two'bardsI:moſt withed to reſemble, 
I ſhould tertainlyhefitate in the choice; yet, 
perhaps my native love of order, exactitude, 
and yſtem, would at n incline me to 
Tasse 10 v/ 2 oe | 

W007 219030. 4 | To 
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To what a length has my prattle actin 
ed! But I ſhall not load myſelf with your 
faults. You have drawn this on yourſelf, no 
leſs by your commands, and the love and 
eſteem which I bear you, than by that eager- 
neſs which I ever have to converſe with you, 
and to which you have now ſupplied me 
with fo fruitful a ſubject. This eſſay, how- 
ever, ſhould not alarm you. My intention 
from the beginning, circumſtanced as I am, 
neceſſarily obliged me to ſpeak with diſore- 
tion. Continue to gratify me with your 
affection, and to n me n 192775 you 
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Chublbbinh — hihneto ande the 
arrangement of Metaſtaſio's correſpondence; 
but with the preceding diſcuſſion of the merits 
of the two great epic poets of Italy, the fol- 
lowing Letters ſeem to connect, as branches 
of the ſame river. They ſhall therefore purſue 
their courſe, and leave ſome previous letters 
behind, for future inſertion. | To know. the 


principles upon which this charming Writer 
built his fame, muſt gratify the curioſity, 
even of thoſe who peruſe his works for mere 
Amuſement; but to others, who intereſt 

themſelves 


( 316 ) 


themſelves in the cultivation of the muſical” 
drama, either as poets or compoſets, they 
may afford Inſtruction. 


rn VI 
| 
TO THE CHEVALIER DE CHASTELLUX, 


AT LANDAU; 


You were not miſtaken, Sir, when you 
imagined that the peruſal of your 'learned 
and philoſophical little treatiſe, upon he 
union of muſic and poetry, would ſurpriſe 
me. This eſſay is ſufficient to manifeſt 
the extent of your acute, exact, and ſound 
judgment; as well as the ſolid, unpedantic 
cultivation of your happy talents, There 1s 
no Italian, or at leaſt none that is arrived at 
my knowledge, who has hitherto penetrated 
in his meditations ſo near the primary ſource 
of that lively and delicate pleaſure, which 
the ſyſtem of our muſical drama produces, 
and which it is capable of prodcing . 
more ee (0. * 


(70 e dell' opera in Mufica, Pl A- 
NELLI,.. dell opera in Muſica, Ax TE ACA Rivolutioni 
del Teatro Muſicale ;, bad not then appeared, 


0 Wo 
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The true, . ingenious, and minute ana- 
lyſis which you have given of the Rhyth-. 
mus or vocal period in our airs; the clear and 
maſterly manner in which you have de- 
ſeribed the neceſſity of not loading or diſ- 
guiſing the principal ſubject of theſe, with 
unneceſſary ornaments, availing yourſelf of 
the new ſimile of the nated figure, of which 
the limbs ought to be diſcoverable through 
all the pomp of dreſs; the tranſitions Which 
you have deſcribed in paſſing from ſimple 
recitative, to accompanied, by imitating the 
natural progreſs of the paſſions; theſe, and 
other paſſages of your learned diſſertation 
(which I paſs over in order to avoid tran- 
ſeribing the whole Book) are luminaries not 
only valuable for their own ſplendor, but ſtill 
more, for the immenſe territory which they 
diſcover to thoſe who know how to avail 
themſelves of them in more diſtant voyages. 
I congratulate you ſincerely on your ſucceſs; 
and from myſelf, as an Italian and an author, 
you are entitled to a double e portion of thanks. 
Vet, extremely jealous of the partiality of ſo 
enlightened. a, judge, as a poet, I ſhould have 
wiſhed, that our poetry ſhoyld not have had to 
envy the too great favour which you beſtow 
on your muſic ; as I amalarnied at finding you 

regard 
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regard that as the principal object of a drama; 
and attributing its advancement to the part- 
nerſhip between them being totally diſſolved. 
Believe me, moſt reſpected Chevalier, when- 
ever muſic aſpires at the pre- eminence over 
poetry in a drama, ſhe deſtroys both that and 
herſelf. It would be too great an abſurdity 
for the cloaths to diſpute the ſuperiority 
with the perſon for whom they are made. 
I know by daily experience, that my own. 
dramas are much more certain of ſucceſs in 
Italy, when declaimed by comedians, than 
when ſung by muſicians (). "Now it is to 
be proved, whether the moſt exquiſite muſic 
of an opera, would ſucceed if detached from 
the words. Airs which are ſtiled bravura, 
of which you condemn the too frequent uſe, 
conſtitute the whole force of our muſic, 


(r) When and where the dramas of our Author had 
been ſo ſucceſsfully declaimed, without Muſic, previous to 
this period, I know not; but in the year 1770, when I 
viſited the principal cities of Italy, in ſearch of information 
on every thing that concerned Muſic and Theatres, I 
heard of no ſucceſsful dramatic repreſentations, without 
Muſic. I make no doubt but that the aſſertion of the good 
Metaſtaſio, was well founded; but if his dramas had ever 
been better received in Italy, without Muſic than with, it 
muſt have been at a period previous to my arrival in that 
country. 


which 


(i 3ig9- )) 

which is trying to detach. itſelf from poetry. 
In ſuch airs, no attention is paid, to, charac- 
ter, ſituation, feeling, ſenſe or reaſon, and 
merely oſtentatious of its own power of , imi- 
tating violins and nightingales, it. has only 
been able to communicate that pleaſure which 
ariſes from ſurpriſe ; and of acquiring the 
ſame applauſe which is juſtly beſtowed on a 
rope-dancer, or a tumbler, who is able, by 
tricks and dexterity, to ſurpaſs common 
expectation. Modern muſic, proud of ſuch 
ſucceſs, has daringly rebelled againſt poetry; 
and neglecting true expreſſion, and regard- 
ing all attention to words, as a downright 
ſlavery, has indulged herſelf, in ſpite of 
common ſenſe, in every kind of caprice and 
extravagance ;z making the theatre no longer 
reſound with any other applauſe, than that 
of theſe arie di braquura; with the vain in- 
undation of which, the has haſtened her own 
ditgrace; after having, by her mad rebellion 
ſirſt occafioned that of the miſerably lace- 
rated, disfigured, and ruined drama (+5). 

| ; Picaſures 


(s) If (I cannot help repeating) thirty years ago, Me- 
taſtaſio was tired and diſguſted with the abuſe of execution, 
commonly called bravura, in vocal Muſic, what would 
he ſay now? The evil bas certainly had a moſt rapid 

inereaſe 


(. 326 ) 


Pleaſures which are unable to gratify the 
mind, or touch the heart, are of ſhort dura- 
tion; for though men corporally ſuffer them 
ſelves to; be eaſily captivated by unexpected 
mechanical ſenſations, they do not for ever 
renqunce their reaſoning faculties. In ſhort, 
this vicious taſte is at preſerit indulged to 
ſuch an intolerable exceſs; that I ſhall either 
ſoon conſent that this fugitive! ſervant ſhall. 
be placed anew under a tutoreſs, who can 
fo well embelliſh her, or elſe, entirely ſe- 
parating muſic from dramatic poetry, let 
poetry content herſelf with her own native 
melody, ſuch as good poets never fail to 
furniſh; and let the other be employed in 
tuning the various voices of a chorus, in re- 
gulating the harmony of a concert, or guid- 
ing the ſteps of a dance, but without ay 
. porn on the buſkin, oo 


151 


* ſince this letter was written; for now ſearce any - 
other excellence (as ſome, think it) is aſpired at, hut rapi - 
dity, and ſplitting notes into halves, Indeed, the diatonic ſcale, 
isin danger of being as entirely loſt, and its exiſtence dif-, 
puted ( particularly in pieces for keyed-inſtruments) as the 
Enharmonic genus of the ancient Greeks. Even TIME or 
RHYTHM, the vc na» of the Greeks, and all ſenſe of re- 
gular and exact meaſure, ſeem i in equal danger from the 
exceflive uſe of the modern refinement called RALLEN. 
TAN BO, n 


I ſhould 


( gar ) 

I ſhould not ſpon be tired of reaſoning 
with you, Sir, on this ſubject; but, my ne- 
ceſſary avocations; rob me of all leifare for 
pleaſures of this kind; therefore hoping, by 
my obedience, to have merited in ſome de- 
zree the continuance of that favburable pro- 
penſity with which you have hitherto. ho- 
noured me, unſolicited, I remain, deeply im- 
preſſed with gratitude and reſpect, Sir, &c 

Vienna, July 15, 1765. 


LETTER VI. 
TO THE SAME CHEVALIER, AT PARIS; 


Ir I had a few Olympiads leſs on my 
ſhoulders, the ſtrength, learning, eloquence, 
and grace, with which you have defended 
the cauſe of muſic in your laſt letter, would 
have induced me to abandon every other - 
employment for the ftudy of that art, But 
in our time, a man would not be regarded 
with great reverence, who had always a 
Lyre in his hand, as was the caſe formerly 
in Greece, when it was deemed an orna- 
ment, not only to poets, but philoſophers 
and kings. However, it is a great conſola- 
tion to me, for my inſufficiency, to perceive 

VOL. II. Y that 
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that we accbrd in ſeftiment: a oircumſtance 
of Wich Lam verylambitious;, as the moſt 
ſolid ſupport of my opinions. We are, theres 
fore, perfectly agreed in regarding muſic as an 
ingenious. admirable, delightful, enchantreſs; 
capable of producing wonders by herfſelf, 
and, When accompanied by poctry, and 
willing to mäke a good uſe of her immenſe 
riches, able not only to awaken and expres 
her imitations, but to illuſtratè and enforce 
every emotion of the Human heart. pe « 

But at the ſame time; may we' not 'doree 
to confeſs, that, at preſefit, the profefſotb df 
this charming art, are guilty of enoret{66} 
abuſes ; making aà ſenſeleſs uſe of theairfe! 
ducing powers of execution, out of tithb And 
place: often imitating the fury of a tempel, 
when they ought to expreſs the tranthulllit 
of a calm, and the riotous joy ot the Bittthe, 
inſtèad of the humble grief of the Y 
or Supplitants' ft). Hence, the be Ide 
audience, affected at the fame timé by Pak. 
ſions in the muſic! ſo oppolite'ts tf kl 
poetty, Which, inrſtead of afliſting, Coffföund 
each othef, can foflob neither F but” i189 Tb. 
. inbriegqodu ofαον m Ahr 01 1210 

(i) Theſe arecall Hragedies of EYRTEDEH]ꝗ 
Bacchagals,, | the, Tin Dames, , and the in 


cants, 
| I =” duced 


( 3ug ) 
duced to the- moren mechanical, pleature: 
which-ariſes from harmonica}, proportions, 
and the aa and agility of, a. wonderful 


voice. rtl ti bagmres: eg 


21, couhl Sins compoſer. intgr 
lerable abuſe, if the reſources gf his;art; 
few; nor Would the impatience for; diſplays. 
ing thoſe few reſaurces, on all occaſiqns he. fo, 
ſtrange; but, as there, is; no human paſſion, 
which, cannot be) feelingly expreſſed, . and 
marvellouſly, embelliſhed by this beautiful 
art, in ways, innumerable, why ſhould, ſuch 
wanton} inſults upon reaſon, he fuffered? 
Now, you fee, Sir, that I am equally partial 
to muſic with yourſelf; and howeyer I may 
deteſt the: preſent  dramatical muſic, I only 
mean to ſpeak. of our own modern. axtiſts 
who disfigure it. 1 81 6 111 11 HV 
But. a much more efficacious motive for 
conſolation i is afforded me, by. the familiarity 
which your” 1: laſt letter diſcovers, you to aye 
had with the Greek! Theatre. A famillerity 
that inſures concord in our opinjonh, . ., 
Vo baye;hofore (learvedly re 
that the primitive fathers of: ; Tragedy, 
order to furniſh muſic with opportunities for 
diſplaying its benuties; and to vayyitheiex- 
preſſion, ſometimès chatiged: my che nde 
es N 5 | of 
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of the characters the uſual Iambics into Ana- 
pæſts, and trochees 5 nor has it eſcaped You 
that the peeldnagey themſelves ſung alche, 
with each other, and in dialogue with 
the "Chorus, 8 trophes, Antiflrophes, "Lil 
E. ;, "meaſures which naturally require 
chat þ ojes of muſic which we now 
to air, and which you in a maſterly man- 
ner have called periodical + hence, by a "A 
ceſſary conſequence, you will conclude, that 
in flattering the effeminate ears of the All. 
dience with Arietti, we have, doubtleſs, Iluſ- 
trious ancient and great authority, boch for 
Hir ad Recitative, no leſs than the Romaiih 
for their Canticu, and Diverbia. Nor 8 the 
Greek” appellation of Strophe a flight prodf 
the high, deſcent of airs: as both the kamed 
and common people, with us, call "the vas 
rious metres of our Airs and Canzoni, We 
other't title. 207 
* knkigine not, Sir, that your e 
ate e Korgotten. Von with, that as thei IS 
295 titers, there thoiild be _ 
; ,conleguently;that poet ic, 
e er liſters, ſhould: live ataicably 
rogethet, in perfect independenge, by For toy 
own part, to confeſs” the truth, 1 am ld 
publica. II's cannot give this form of govern 


ment the preference, becauſe it boaſts of having 
virtue 


Ay 
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virtue only for ts up port. . ta er, to 5 me, 
that. all forme are ſu! 79 ' Zo d 7 rudti ye, in- 
firmities, T am ſeduced by the. vente able, ex- 
ample of Supreme paternal rants 75 nor has 
the axiom, , that the. moſt Jimple e and uncom- 
pounded machines are the moſt Perfect dd d Au- 
rable, ever been confuted, However, there is 
10 conceſſion Which 1 would not make, 


$ 1 


coincide with your ſentiments, 12 am 85 
fore ready, ſince you wall! have it fo, to, be- 
moſt jealous of, all, repub licans, the "Romans, 
perſuaded; of, the advantage of authority 
united in /one petſon, during times of diff 
culty, elected a Dictator ; and Ahgt, hen it 
was erroneouſly thought expedient to, divide 
this abſolute autharity between Nb and 


Minucius, they ran 2 great 1 riſk F of. Tuining 
the ſtate. 1 


Tow 12 5 ih a drama, i in 9 all 
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feng 1855. ages 40 to, les ect et FI ickator. 
oe? ee ts ak f 2 1s tip teme os £ 

e ell eas be granted to her. 
Bur: in that ca ſe, the. muſt take upon herſelf 
the. choice, of the ſubjet ect; cohduct of the 
fable, muſt determine e the number of per- 
ſanages to be introduced; the characters, 


Y 3 and 
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andofituations; muſt likewiſe! -1magme/the 
decorations, and then invent her melodies; 
and laſtly appœint poetry to write Verſes 
that ſhall ſuit all' theſe. deſigns, -., Nowscaf 
muſio refuſes to do this, on account of the 
riumerous-facultics neceſſury to the perfeg- 
torafta drama, the only ſcience which dhe 
poſſeſſes being that of found, ſhe leaves athe 
dictatorſhip, to whom? ever has them alli; 
and in the imitation of Minucius, ſhe! will 
confeis herſelf. unable at once to command 
and ta obey. On the other hand, if poetry 
ſhould. only be allowed the title of oc 
Gonab ſetvant, ſhe muſt inevitably become n 
rebollitus republican. 11 ntl. 
Alo that there is in France, à theatte 
diſtinguiſhed by the name of Lyric, where, 
becauſe the dramas are ſung, you imagine 
the ſupremacy naturally belongs to muſie. 
But this circumſtance: never cauſtituted 
among the ancients! à diſtinct theatre f 
the ſix! neceſſary conſtituent parts of Tia · 
gedy, that is, among thoſe which are; not 
merely occaſional, but which are meceſſagy 
throughout a piece, ſuch as, the fable, alu- 
racters, eloquence, ſpeeches; aid dacorationt, 
nnn the laſt place, 
Music.. Jon blond Hie „ lian 

And 
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And in fact, it as difficult toufpealktitoithe 
public, and be clearly underſtoodʒo without 
elevating, enforcing and fuſtaining'thevarce, 
much more than in common ipeed hai And 
this augmentation of voice, requires arilart 
to/regulate its proportions; /otherwaterfaunds 
would be produced that are illi Modulated, 
diſagreeable, and often ridiculous. TFh Mart 
is no other than that of Muſic, o neceſſary 
to thoſe WhO addre ſs themſelves to a diſtant 
audience; chat hen the performers can pro- 
cure none from artiſts deſtiued to oaompoſe 
it, they are obliged to form a naturalime- 
lody for themſelves, under the title of de- 
clamation. But ſtill, if a real diſtiuiction 
ſhould be made between a muſical theatre, 
and a pluy-houſe, though both drarnatic; 
if toſthe former ſhould be aſſigned the diſ- 
tin attribute of Pindar, Horace, and their 
followers; the rights of muſic would not 
ucquireggteater weight. If in this Lyric 
theatre, an action is repr eſented, if/a fable 
is interwaven and unravelled, if there are 
perfonages and characters to be ſupporteu, 

muſio is in the houſe of another, and cannot 
de dalled the miſtres. * 

But I am obliged, moſt wortlr Sir, to 
ſiniſh; which I ſhould not have been able 
* ſo 


(a ) 

8 ego! o.dp;: fugh i the -profit, anc reg 
ture. I tee] 3 um free ommunication of 
my tho ughts, t9-a- perſan ſo learnedy raaſag- 
able, and fo 21 71 a8 yu manifeſt, yourſelf 
towaids,me z d id not my indiſpenſible duties 
cs to other labours. If ever they; (hould 
allow me ſufficient leiſure. to arrange. 1my 
extracts from the poetics of Ariſtotle, which 
bay Jong been meditating, J. Gall they 
1 5 municate the various obſeryations which 
| Ih aye made, for my Own private, inſtruction, 
upon all che Greek dramatiſts, and, thoſe 
which the,. experience, of half |aceptury, 
without: the merit of any peculiar perſpicga 


city, Hught to baue ſuggeſted to me, Bu 
on condition, that the ſame thing ſhall not 


happen to this letter as to the firſt which 
1 addreſſed to you : : 14 mean "the. = 
printed, without my conſent (a): 1 

opinion which. 1 oppoſe to the I 
taſte, however juſt and unanfwerable, will 
novor be admitted without contention ; and 
to contend, my dear Chevalier, is a buſmeſs 
doeh I amnotanolined by temperament, 


(2) Metaſtatio's former letter im reply to the Chevalier 
de Chaſtellux, was firſt printed in the Gazette literaire, at 
Paris; and Alter Wards Fer Att the DOR "bf Var 


Periadiedl Wee rip 0 oct nan) C 
qualified 


( i ) 
qualife@'by PHRIRE, ftted by flräatich, r à 
willinghefs to BEſtow upoHt it Wal fte for 
which 1 have fd Preäat berät. Ir fs à byb- 
neſs in Which yu fiulk Have Gbſer ved, kat 
the moſt clamotbtis diſputob, and tft earned 
abſurdities, pafs for rẽaton; and i8, ih oft, a 
trade which tfually degenerates into a ule, 
and which eithier Yequirts too müch förbtAT- 
ance th fuffer, or tob Huch feuftility to return. 
T kti6w Nor 11500 40 fit cu? but my abgutt 
aud weficrated Sovereign, from excefs of 
clemeiley, not being yet tired bf thy v 
chatter; ſeñds me haſtily to Parnaffus, And 1 
muſt relinquiſ every thing ee to bbeq Hi: 
this in defpite of Horace, who Hhbüts in 
my erat gie oft 1H NOKDAOD. 1G 
Td i od or. 45. nat zb on Ag9qqEn 


cee eee Nac bbs 1 


Peccet ad extremum ridendus, et ilia In | 
ay Looke fron the rapid Car your aged horſe; FORE 14 
e ia the raed Gerited lit bene 110111140 
Bs hig his jaded limbs, and buff hir 
Bing 41011 5 tor vw bens FRANCIS. 


Jam, With due reſpect, &, II D113 1016 ; O: 
119 BTSAINSY 70 Ven,  Jaijwary 1 1768. 
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The two preceding letters to the Chevalier 
de Chaſtellux ſeem to require a comthentary, 

as 


(33% ) 


as they relate to a muſical controverſy, not 
generally known in England, | 444 
Phe Chevalier de Chaſtellux, was an 
officer in the French guards, when he pubs 
liſhed his ingenious Eſſay on the union of poetry 
and mnie f . He was afterwards advanced 
to the rank of Brigadier-general, and ſerved 
with: great zeal and activity on the ſide of 
che Rinekicans, in the late war. Previous to 
which, he had diſtinguiſhed himſelf ſo much 
iti literature, and taſte in the fine arts, that, 
in 1%, he was received 1 the French 
Acudemy. . | | D- lfu 
* lis Hay, of which "A had ſent a copy 
to Meraſtaho,” was the conſequence of a 
voyüge into Italy, where he ſeems to have 
adopted an excluſive taſte for the dramatic 
muſe! of that country, as Rouſſeau had done 
before! Indeed, he adopted ſome of Rout- 
fext's ideas upon muſic; but, in general; he 
thinks for himſelf, both deeply and origin- 
My By his reflections on the muſical drama; 
he treat only offended the muficians of Franceʒ 
but the X.ytic u poets of every dountny: not 
ſetuplihng to aſſetty that in an Or *DMufbt}? 
which ought to be 7% principal conſiderutiun 
a been 00 long a flavc to Hllables & for 


6 'Effat fur Fe d la Pocſie et de I "Mhufoquts' 
a la Hay, 1765. 


ſince 
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finee. the cultivation of. the Melo-dramayuhly.ag 
found that muſic bad. Its own lauguage, its 
tropes, mętaphors. colburing, movements, 
paſſions, and expreſſiqn of ſentiment. H 

This little tract gave. birth to a long. cen: 
troverſy in France, in Which the autheg Was 
abetted by, the Abbe Arnaud. the nate M. 
D' Alembert,:the All Morel, and g Mar 
montel. His chief antagoniſt as the auth 
af a Tyratiſa on the. Melos Dramas Miho, 
loving puetry better than muſic, ; walked to 
reduce! the opera to a mere recitativg or 
muſical declamation. During the.Jubſer. 
quent feuds between the Glucliſis andi Mie- 
ciniſis, the opponents of the  Chevplier a 
Chapellux.zenliſted with the former, and bis 
friends with the latter of theſe ſets, 58440 

The. Eſſay in queſtion, is certainly humi- 
liating to Lyric poets; but will, only, ſeem 
unregſonable, perhaps to them and to thoſg 
who prefer declamation to ſinging . Lo 
others, the author will appear poſſeſſed, of 
good taſte, and ſound reaſoning. Indeed hg 
was ther firſt French writer, after Rouſſeau, 
who fa the merit of Metaſtaſio, and had a 
true idea of Italian muſic, and Lyric poctry. 
M. de, Cbaſtellur, wiſhed that poets. ſhould 


become muſicians, and muſicians, poets, It. 
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in not ever man of it and rhyme, who 
can write. A ſong fit for any other muſic than 
that of a ballad. An air to be ſimple, cha- 
rattexiftic, and impreſſive, ſhould have words 
to ſexpreſs, that illuſtrate one, ſingle idea, 
whether ſorrowful, gay, ſolemn, or ſportive. 
The verſe ſhould not be more regularly mea» 
lured, or lines ending with the fame rhymes 
mote cotreſpondent, than the: air ſhould be 
phraſed and ſymmetric, except in viglent 
agitation, or moments of frantiq paſſion. 

tr What Metaſtaſio ſays of bravura,. or airs 
of mere execution, is moſt true. Theſe, and 
high notes, bave of late, however, been 
made ſo common, * that they geaſo even to 
fr pri „all they ever could do.“ Vet, how 
ever Metaſtaſio wiſhed to ſimplify dramatic 
muſic, it was not his intention, like French 
reformers, to {trip it of all ornament. Intro- 
ductory ſymphonies, -. impaſſioned. dixiſions, 
and even a cadence, now and then; by4 great 
finger, in the ſtyle of the ſong he fas been 
ſinging, and as a ſupplement to tit melbdy, 
or rather an eſence of the compoſition col 
lected into a ent COP pRth $6. Ad not 
diſappro ve. Hoqiug in 
In his remarks" on We pete Ur Arier 
We /e, where it appears t that che ancient 


. To XVI. p. 40. Edit. of — 1783. 
4 dramas, 
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dramas, like 1 operas, were | 
ſung, he has Hohotred muſie WH A — 
and elegant eulogy. . Who tan doubt, ſuys 
he, © of the power of muſic Over the ud 
mind? Who has not bbſerved its effects on 
himſelf and others? Who needs be told; ehat 
our violent paſſion for this art, hav coe d 
it with all human actions? In the- faceted 
ſervice of the temple, in feſtivo meatipgs, 
funeral potnp and even in military fury, 
muſie has/a/gonfiderable thare () Its pewbt 
is felt by the moſt rude and ſhvage peeple 3 
the moſt tender and helpleſs infünts attend 
to it in the cradle, and eeaſe their com- 
plaints ;' the felon in the dungeon, and even 
the ſlave in chains, when labeurlug at 
the bat,, ſeeks for wann and init 
long!!! ib yigcar xt: oig3tes3aM. iv 
ebenen ut dune ür. „ Zilugi 

| ;1i} 09 . us vLLics 

be: cin-compulſive labour tons Bub 

218 Or the harſh rattle of his galling chains. DILL, 
Dux Bard, indeed, does not roaſon quite 
fairly, hen, in order to prove the ſupeni+ 
N of poetry to muſic, e e 
00) A coineidents of opinibn, in ſpeaking of the many 
Afferent purpoſes to which muſic: is applied luetily hap- 


pened in the Preface to-The Preſent Stare of Muir in Fr. 


and Ital long or the B. ds S the ſubject 
could a te Auth 405 i Lad a 


dramas 
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dramas are well received in'1 taly when de- 
claimed without; uus fdibut that the moſt, 
exquiſite muſie which Has been ſet to them 1 
would: not be equally favoured without” the; 
poetry. A kind of muſic of which the great- 
eſt part is recitative, Would never have been 
eompoſed, if words had been out of the 
queſtion but, a Concert of mere infirumental. 
mußt, conſiſting of Solos, Duets, Trios, 
Quartetts, and full pieces, well -compoled,. 
and &xquiſitly, performed, have often affotd- 
ed great delight to an audience, without the 
aſſiſtance of words to explain their meaning. 
But when there 7s ſinging in a concert, who 
attends to the poetry? Or What is there, 
to excite attention, except the unco 
ed words of a ſingle air, or the fragment of, 
an opera ſcene, generally in an, unknown 
tongue? If bad muſic. fpoils a good dratnay 
good compoſition and performance, have 
ſaved many a one that is ill written.) With 
reſpect to the controverſy between the-Ghev. 
de Chaſtellux, and his antagoniſt, the) author 
of the; Traite du melo drame, I will not xh 
ture to pronounce,,. that either of theſh; dif 
putants is perfectly right; or chat each may 
not ſometimes truly ſay :: Brother, brother, 
we are both in the, wrong? But 1, val 
_ frankly 


4. 


- '(. Jet 


frankly confels, that I have received great 
pleaſure; though of different kinds)"from the - 
operas of Metaſtaſio, on tlie old vfriodel;"by > 
Jomelli, Piecini, Saechini, Sarti and Paeſtello, 
and from thoſe of Gluck on the HEW. The 
brilliant and beautiful parts of the muſſo and 
ſinging in the one, have rendered md a 
ritable as inattentive to the) reſt 5{whils the? 
general and continued intereſt of the other 
made me forget the” beauties of inttedte 
tory ſymphonies,” the dexterity” of dhifffcult 
diviſions; and the genius, art, and erternpore 
powers r 169Þ cloſes. 1 171008 ente 

And et, perhaps, an interreſting drama 
well ſet by a compoſer, Who reſpeets' the 
poetry] wirhout ſacrificing his own art and 
the performers, if hgh, of the "firſt" eſs, 
with 'whom' the French are but little ac 
quainted, would be a more perfect exhibit” 
tion, than it is poſſible ever to render” an 
opera, by adhering ſtrictly either to the Pig. 
ciniſis or 'Gluckiftt, vr a 1122.qtot 
We ſhall now return-to Metaſtafio's cots 
reſpondence with his friend Filipponi, which 
furniſhes us with ſore / particulars relative 
to his pbetleal employments, and the Hiſtory 
of hig curt at this period, Which We hu ve Hot 
found elſe Where. 4. 3145 UI -4 110d F169 
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LETTER VIII. 
TO SIGNOR FILIPPONI. 


I nave been long tormented, my deaf 
friend, by remorſe for the fin of omiſſion to- 
wards you. It has run in my head, that one 
of your letters, which arrived during my late 
voyages to Parnaſſus, between which not a 
moment was allowed me to breathe, had 
been left unanſwered. Of theſe voyages, 
and the haſte with which I travelled, I ſhall 
give no account, leſt the remembrance: of 
them ſhould renew my ſufferings, But in 
examining all the letters which I was ne⸗ 
ceſſitated to leave unanſwered, I am unable 
to find yours; and as I am likewiſe unable 
to account for its loſs, I begin to ſuſpect that 
there was no foundation for my remorle j 
but if there had been, I believe there would 
be no occaſion for excuſes to you, who having 
known me feneris unguiculis, can read my 
heart, and will therefore never ſo far injurs 
it, as to think me capable of any diminution 
in a friendſhip built on ſo ſolid a foundation. 
You are no ſtranger in Parnaſſus, and know 

| how 


C WF: 
how much our ideas are abſorbed during 
haſty journeys thither, taken at the pleaſure 
of others; particularly thoſe of a man who 
has already dirtied, with his nuge canoræ, 
more than ten yolumes, Not having it in 
my power to write to you, I have-at leaft had 


the pleaſure to conſign to the care of the 


eldeſt fon of our good Count Canale, at In- 
ſpruch, where I then was, a copy « of my new 
drama (2), to be truſted to the care of ſome 
perſon,” in the ſuit of the Duke of Chablais. 

I could not fo eaſily have forwarded. it. from 
Vienna, unleſs by the poſt, the expence of 
which being here not very diſcreet, perhaps 
leſs ſo at Turin, would have far exceeded the 
intrinſic value of the gift. I have no doubt 
but that the Chevalier has ſeconded my 
withes ; particularly as I have not neglected 


to requeſt the Counteſs Louiſa, his faſter, to 


remind -him of 'my commiſſion, Comfort 


me with good news of your health, and of 
that of the obliging Priefeſs, whom I always. 


modeſtly embrace, as well as yourſelf. 
P. S. I open my letter, which was ſealed 


yeſterday, before I had received the unex- 


(2) This was RoMoto, ſet by Haſſe, and performed be- 
fore their Imperial Majeſties at Inſpruch, on occafion of 


the Nuptials of the Archduke L BOOL D, (the late Em- 
peror,) with the Infanta MaAR1A LousA of BourBoN. 
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( 538 ) 
pected tidings of the irreparable loſs Which 
we have ſuſtained, by the death of our Em- 
peror and father, Francis. the Firſt ; oh, my 
dear friend, it is impoſſible for you to 
imagine, how truly he merited our affection, 
and what will be the public deſolation _ 
of it, and pity us! 104 
7 Vienna a. 22, 10 


This prince, who was in England, and 
viſited Sir Robert Walpole, at Houghton, 
in 1734; where the ſumptuous embroidered 
velvet-bed that was put up on the occaſion, 
is ſtill called the Lorrain-bed, was born in 
1708, and married to the Arch-dutcheſs 
Maria Thereſa,afterwards the Empreſs- queen, 
in 1736, four years before the death of the 
Emperor Charles VI. after which he dif- 
puted the Imperial crown with Charles VII. 
which, however, he did not acquire till 
1745, upon the deceaſe of his competitor. 
The horrors of war, at this time, deſolated 
all Europe; and though the peace, of Aix- 
la-Chapelle in 1747, reſtored tranquillity to 
the empire; yet a new war broke out in 
1756, which was not terminated till 1763, 
by the treaty of Hubuſburg, in Saxony. The 

Emperor 
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Emperor Francis, availed himſelf of the 
happy leiſure which this peace afforded bim, 
to regulate his finances, and encourage com- 
merce, ſciences, and arts, in all his domi- 
nions. He died ſuddenly at Tifpruch,” re- 
gretted by his family and ſubjects, as one of 
the beſt princes that had ever governed the 
Empire. Humanity, ſay hiſtorians, Which 
was his principal characteriſtic, did not 
diminiſh his valour, in his conflicts with 
the enemies of the country over nich he 
reigned; and, in the wars of Hungary and 
Bohemia, he frequently ſignalized Himſelf 
by his bravery. Tf, like the Egyptian kings, 
this prince had been tried by his lübjects 
after his deceaſe, from what I was able to 
diſcover of their ſentiments ſeven years after, 
he would have been honourably acquitted 
of the crimes uſually aſcribed to Monarchs, 
when death has robbed them of power, 
ſplendor, and ſelf-defence. 


LETTERS 


To 818. FILIPPONI. 


I NEVER doubted, my dear friend, of your 
diſcretion, You have too long been an in- 
habitant of my heart, to be ignorant of any 
6 33 — 
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of its. moſt inward receſſes ; and none but an 
utter ſtranger to it could attribute the long 
ſilence for which I juſtified myſelf in my laſt 
letter, to indifference. Nothing is more 
true, than that ſince the firſt nuptials of our 
preſent Emperor, I have been ſcrambling in 
Parnaſſus, for what, after the many viſits I 
have made there, I did not dare to promiſe 
myſelf would be tolerated by the public; ſo 
that the favourable reception of my Romolo 
ed Erfilia, comforted me beyond all expecta- 
tion. Your approbation always pleaſes me, 
and I am grateful for it; but ſo friendly a 
judge ſtill leaves doubts of the merits of my 
labours. I am far more anxious (begging 
your pardon) concerning the favour of the. 
nymphs of the Dora (a), of which, according 
to your aſſertion, I have reaſon to be proud. 
Theſe, unluckily, cannot, like you, be ſe- 
duced by perſonal partiality for the author, 
and where tenderneſs and affection are in 
_ queſtion, are practical judges, much more 
competent than Ariſtotle and Plato. I have 
ſome inedited compoſitions, but am not yet 
allowed to commit them to your royal preſs, 
as they are written for the Arch-dutcheſles ; 


(a) A river that empties itſelf in the Po, near Turin. 
l | and 


\ 
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and have not yet been produced, nor heaven 
knows, conſidering the melancholy eireum- 
ſtances of our court, Whether they will ever 
be produced. I have likewiſe to inform you, 
that I have been obliged to write a long 
Serenata for the nuptials of the Prince of 
Aſturias. The performance of which is 
likewiſe deferred at Madrid, on account of 
the double mourning, till the end of the 
preſent year. Vou have an'Jxfante there; fo 
that by means of ſome friend at that court, 
you may procure an early copy for the roth 
volume, whenever it is printed: and pub- 
liſhed. The title * e man yy La Pace 
n n , zu 

| | ve Oftober 10 "OD 


LETTER. x. 
TO THE SAME. 
Your moſt welcome letter of the 12th 
of laſt April, found me at the inſtant of my 


() Written for the nuptials of their royal highneſſes 
D. CarLos of BourBon, Prince of Aſturias, (the pre- 
ſent King of Spain) and 2 Parma, in 
768. 

2 3 | return 


& 


return from a ſecond. excurſion to Parnaſſus, 
made by a ſovereign command, after that 
which I informed you, I had already made 
for the Iberian nuptials. You ſee plainly, 
that being obliged to take this journey after ſo 
many preceding expeditions lately, to the 
ſame place, without having time allowed to 
breathe, entitles me to ſome indulgence for 
involuntary negle& of friends. My Serenata 
for the court of Madrid, arrived at the place 
of its deſtination, by means of the Spaniſh 
Ambaſſador. It was received very gra- 
ciouſly, and applauded much more than it 
. deſerved. You will find by the public newſ- 
papers, which only ſpeak the truth, that 1 
received from the hands of the ſame ambal- 
ſador, a preſent from his court of five large 
vaſes of exquiſite ſnuff: four of filver, and 
one of gold, ornamented with the royal 
arms, elegantly engraved upon the cover: 
Now this Serenata, (unleſs privately, of 
which I am utterly ignorant) has never yet 
been performed. The reafon for this I'am 
unable to divine: perhaps the director not 
having engaged fingers 1 in time, as the Duke 
of Medina Celi Bp 9:2 in Italy, it will be 
unprovided- of : performers, when wanted; 
an in fact, the D. > Medina Celi had given 
| commiſſion 
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commiſſion to Farinelli, at Bologna, to ſeek; 
engage, direct, and ſend fingers male and 
female into Spain, before I was defired to 
write the Serenata; and I have never heard 
that any ſuch commiſſion was given in Italy 
by the court. Hence, being ignorant for 
whom I was to draw the characters in my 
drama, and as I was not ſufficiently anxious 
to make much enquiry, in order to adapt 
the parts to their. particular talents, I have 
been' obliged to write at random, and in an 
incredible hurry, But whatever may have 
been the occaſion of this piece not having 
been performie]. (which I have no mclina- 
tion to inveſtigate) as it is not yet publiſhed 
at Madrid, it does not ſeem decent that any | 
printer ſhould be furniſhed with a copy of it 
by me, though it ſeems to be one of my pro- | 
ductions for which I have the leaſt occaſion 
to be aſhamed. "The beſt part of the ſtory 
is, that beſides this, there are four other of 
my compoſitions which, for various reaſons, 
cannot yet ſee the light; fo that imitating 
my own patience, your royal prefs muſt re- 
main quiet for ſome time ; and even when 
fet to work again, it muſt not expect from 
me a preface to the additions I ſhall furniſh; 


as I am wholly ignorant what to ſay in it, 
© unleſs 


( 344 ) 
unleſs, like many other authors, I were, in 
tha printer's name, to ſtuff it with my own |, 


praiſes. 1 41. 


Ky 1 1 Vienna, May I, 1766 


TETTER X. 
TO THE SAME, 


Tux exactneſs with which the preſs has 
been corrected, as far as types are con- 
cerned, reſembles Alcina's noſe, in which 
non trova I invidia, ove Pemende, * Envy her- 
ſelf could find no fault;“ and it is an incon- 
teſtible proof of the affectionate zeal and 
diligence of the dear and friendly reviſor to 
whom, with a hundred tender embraces, 
I render all due thanks, I am not ſurpriſed 
that this compoſition, being mine, has 
| pleaſed you; but what could I write which 
would not be favoured with the approbation 
of ſo partial a judge to me, as my moſt 
conſtant Sig. Filipponi has always been? 
But even your miſtakes give me comfort, as 
proofs of that affection which occaſions them, 
I depend on the eloquence of my good Court 
Canale to diſplay the ſincere gratitude and 

reſpect 
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reſpect which I feel for the worthy Chevas 
ler RAiBERTI, who has ſo obligingly offered 


to attend the preſs of the projected elegant 


edition of my works ; but if you have an 
opportunity, I beg of you to preſent my 
thanks without the fear of overdoing it; as 
they can never be ſo often — as I 
could with. 

Signor — wrote to me long ſince, a fine 
letter in blank verſe, from which both my- 
ſelf and friends formed a very favourable 
opinion of his talents and learning; but the 
drama, my dear friend, is a literary pro- 
vince ſo perilous, that few get through it 
with whole bones. The continual expecta- 
tion of encomiums under the name of cor- 
rections and opinions, throw me frequently 
into the diſagreeable neceſſity of betraying 
either truth and my friend; or of wounding 
his mind with a Tincerity, that can never be 
rendered tolerable by the moſt guarded and 
delicate expreſſions which language can fur- 
niſh. If, with the aſſiſtance of the Cheva- 
lier Raiberti, you could diſſuade Signor — 

from involving me in ſuch difficulties, 1 
ſhould be eternally obliged to you ; but for 
heaven's fake do it in ſuch a manner as not 
to diſcover to him my repugnance ; other- 

wiſe 
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» wiſe the new inconvenience would be worſe 
than that which I am trying to avoid. 

I ſhould add many things concerning all 
your amiable family, but neither my time 
nor paper will allow it. Therefore, I muſt 
embrace you all in folidum. 
| Vienna, July 20, 1766. 


.. 
TO THE SAME. 


I 1NTEREST myſelf ſo much the more, 
my dear friend, in the rheumatic ſufferings 
which you ſo feelingly deſcribe in your let» 
ter, as I am frequently ſtruggling with the 
ſame malady myſelf, and therefore know all 
the graces and allurements of ſuch com- 
panions. I comfort myſelf in finding that, 
for the preſent, you have valiantly ſubdued 
them; but hope you will not acquire a taſte 
for ſuch bad company. 

If the courageous Sig. Raby FOIA OW: to 
undertake a new impreſſion of my works, 
with the projected magnificence, I ſhall pray 
to Mercury for his ſucceſs, and give him 
every aſſiſtance in my power, at ſo great a 
diſtance. 
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diſtance. If he is only in want of materials 
for a tenth volume, the incloſed memoran- 
dums will convince you, that there are more 
than ſufficient for that purpoſe; which 1 
hall tranſmit as ſoon as I am able, cor- 
rected and poliſhed for his uſe. 8 
It is neceſſary, in the mean time, to give 
vou two pieces of advice: the firſt is, that 
this new volume, which at preſent we call 
the tenth, ought, in the edition under 
meditation, to be the ninth, and that which 
in the former edition, wa: the ninth, the 
tenth; in order that thoſe pieces which I pro- 
duced in my early youth, with the table of 
contents and index of the airs, may ſtill be in 
the laſt volume. 3 ; 

The ſecond thing which I have to inform 
you, is, that fince the ſumptuous and public 
preſent that was made me from Spain, for 
the Serenata, entitled La pace fra le tre Dee, 
written for the nuptials of the Prince of 
Aſturias, I have never had the leaſt inform- 
ation concerning that production. I cannot 
therefore, in delicacy and propriety, ſend it 
to the preſs, before I am certain that it has 
been printed at Madrid ; and the ſame deli- 
cacy forbids my making any enquiry about 
if, | 


* 


The 
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The drama with which I was threatened, 
is not yet arrived; may Apollo, in his 
mercy, preſerve me from ſuch a misfortune 
Adieu. 0 4 
Vienna, October 6, 1766. 


/ 


DPETVTER A. 


' TO THE SAME. 


Tux proteſt in your laſt letter, againſt the 
perſecution of tireſome compliments of the 
ſeaſon, was only made politically, in order to 
deprecate my vengeance, and prevent me 
from ſending you a furious philippic on the 
occaſion, for a practice ſo inconvenient to 
ſociety, and ſo unneceſſary among true 
friends. You have been fo long in poſſeſſion 
of my heart, that the almoſt immemorable 
preſcription would reſiſt a fiery furnace, and 
you would think unjuſtly of yourſelf and of 
me, if you ſhould imagine ſuch miſerable 
ceremonies neceſſary for the preſervation -of 
our friendſhip, as are now juſtly regarded 
among the moſt teizing evils of civil ſociety» 
If it is not too late, let me beg of you to 
ſuggeſt to the perſon employed to procure a 


dong 
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copy of my ſerenata, La pace fra le tre Dee. 
at Madrid, to addreſs himſelf particularly 
to the firſt \major-domo of the Prince of 
Aſturias; at whoſe houſe I am told it has 
been performed; as his Catholic majeſty | 
will ſuffer no muſic in his palace (c). This 
information may not be true; but the hint 
can do no harm, if falſe, or ſuperabundant. 
Believe me ever yours, with all my ancient 


affectionate and conſtant friendſhip. 
Vienna, January 15, 1767. 


EET TRR N. 
TO THE SAME. 

Tus intereſt-which you take in my ſolici- 
tude concerning the fate arrival of my dear 
Count Canale, is a proof of your kind and 
good heart; and 1 am extremely grateful 
for the information with which you have 
favoured me on that ſubject. Take, my 
delightful | friend, the further trouble of 
informing him of my affection and reve- 

(e) This was the late King of Spain, Charles III. Who 
on his acceſſion to the crown, drove the modeſt and in- 
oxious Farinelli from Madrid. | 12142] 
rence ; 


( 380 ) 
tence and do not forget to tell him, that our 
erippled triumvirate bitterly feels his r 


i 
e Vienna, 8 a8, n 


Me hall now reſume the e ae 
with Farinelli, for whorth the affection of 
Metaſtaſio ſeems to have been ſincere and 
conſtant. And from the time of his loſing 
his royal Patrons in Spain, together with 
his ſplendid ſituation at that court, the poet 
appears to have intereſted himſelf very much 

in tranquillizing his mind, and reconciling 

him to his more humble ſituation. 


N 


— 


LETTER XV. 


Tun harmonical caravan is on the point 
of departing for Inſpruch. Think, my dear 
Gemello, what my poor hypochondriac head 
muſt ſuffer. In ſpite of all this tumult, 4 
cannot-help loading the worthy Signor Bec- 
chetti with ſome bales of embraces, faluta- 


(4) This triumvirate conſiſted, when entire, of Count | 
Canale, Baron Hagen, and the Imperial Laureat. ; 
tions, 


. 
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tions, and affectionate expreſſions of kind- 
neſs, to be carefully conſigned to my ami- 
able Gemello; congratulating him on the 
amendment of his ſpirits, which I have diſ- 
covered by a chearful letter that he has 
written to Signor Becchettr, whoſe company 
J have not been able to enjoy ſo muchas I 
withed, on account of my conſtant occupa- 
tions. I ſaw paſs through” this city, like 
lightning, our old Petrillo, with his young 

wife, and admire the ſcion graft : ſhe has not 
however had time to attempt the cure of the 
eloquent fluxion to which he is ſubject. But, 
my dear Gemello, theſe are incurable in- 
firmities. They depend on the ſtructure of the 
machine, which can only be corrected by the 
great author who has made it. Adieu, con- 
tinue to tranquillize yourſelf, and to love as 
you have hitherto done, your Metaſtaſio. 


Vienna, May 37, 1765. 


— 


LETTER XVI. 


ro THE SAME. 
A extremely obliged to our dear Bec- 
chetti for his great punctuality in delivering 
66 E to 
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to you the embraces, ſalutations, and tender 
expreſſions with which I loaded him, on 
your account, when he quitted this court, 
I beg you will tell him how grateful I feel, 
and return him my beſt thanks for his com- 
placency and kindneſs. 8 — 
You know, my dear Gemello, that I am 
a kind of duck, that remains in the water 
without being wet. During: almoſt thirty-ſix 
years reſidence i in a court, I have never been 
able to acquire either the myſterious air, o 
pompous exterior, which generally reigns. 
there, or that learned diſſimulation which 
borders on fraud. Permit me therefore, 
with the fincerity and frankneſs of a friend, 
hiſtorically to open to you my whole heart. 
From the time in which I, was immerſed 
in the nuptial feſtivals of our king of the 
Romans, there began to be propagated a 
rumour, that you were to go to Madrid to 
conduct the entertainments to be given in 
| celebration of the marriage of the Prince of 
Aſturias. This rumour encreaſed by little 
and little, to ſuch a degree, that it was 
believed by the court, city, and public in 
general. I, who had receiyed a letter from 
you without the leaſt hint at ſuch a journey, 
Was the only perſon who refuſed to. give 
credit 


Comm + 
credit to this report. And to the many 
queſtions that were aſked me on the oc 
ſion, as your acknowledged Gemello, I con- 
ſtantly and truly anſwered: that you had 
never given me the leaſt information of any ſuch 
deſign : and that, therefore, I gave no kind of 
credit to any ſuch rumour. Our riotous feſti- 
vals were but juſt finiſhed, when tired, out 
of breath, and rendering thanks to father 
Apollo, that the time was now come when 
I ſhould be allowed leiſure to breathe, comes 
the Spaniſh Ambaſſador to whiſper in my 
ear the wiſh of his court, to have a Serenata 
for the nuptials of the Prince of Aſturias. 
You may well imagine my ſituation. I ſaid 
that though T was already prepared for the 
opera at Inſpruch, I was by no means cer- 
tain that I ſhould not receive ſame new 
command from my auguſt Patroneſs. The 
Ambaſſador replied, that he had already 
ſpoken to my ſovereign. I then, certain 
that an abſolute command would rob me of 
the merit of a voluntary compliance, bowed 
the head to the decree of fate, with very 
little expectation that, in my tired and 
exhauſted ſtate, I ſhould be able to perform 
the taſk which was unexpectedly obtruded 
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upon me, in a manner worthy of the honour | 
intended me by the court of Spain. 

And here I muſt confeſs to you, that in 
reflecting on the rumour which had been 
ſpread concerning your journey, I did not 
firmly believe, but at leaſt violently ſuſpected, 
that you were the innocent cauſe of all my 
preſent embarraſſment. In ſhort, to com- 
plete the buſineſs, my excuſe to the Spaniſh 
Ambaſſador became prophetic. My pa- 
troneſs commanded another little drama to 
be performed by the Archdutcheſſes, at the 
return of the court from Inſpruch. What 
could I do in this dilemma? After maturely 
weighing circumſtances, I found that I had 
nothing elſe for it, but to invoke the muſes, 
ſhut my eyes, and patiently wait for their 
aſſiſtance. In the firſt place, I executed the 
commands I had received, as was my duty; 
and then went to work for Spain, and de- 
livered to the ambaſſador the Serenata re- 
quired, a month before the time allowed = 
was expired. | 

While I was balancing with myſelf whe- 
ther I ſhould” complain to you of the trick 
which L ſuſpected you had played me, there 

comes a letter — our friend Hubner, at 
408. K Madrid, 
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Madrid, to aſſure me, that you were expected 
there, and that he was impatient to ſee” and 
pay his reſpects again to his benefactor. Now: 
my ſuſpieions became evident truths; and my 
Gemello was the ſubject of my complaints and 


grumbling, for the myſtery with which ne 


had acted, and the ſcrape into which I firmly 
believed his partiality had led me. 

But the melancholy ſtory does not end 
here, The Spaniſh ambaſſador a little while 
ago, juſt before his departure for Inſpruch, 
honoured me with a viſit, in perſon, and 
read me a long and polite letter of thanks 
from the Marquis Squillaci, bee name tilt 
this moment, no one had ever meiitioned; and 
the day before yeſterday I received your lets 
ter of the 5th inſt. in which you ſpeak of this 
affair like a man juſt arrived in Europe from 
the country of the great Mogul or Japan. 
In the midſt of ſuch a ſtrange confuſion of 
myſtery, information, and conjecture, I have 
been unable to ſettle my creed, nor am I in- 
deed, impatient to do it. Tt: is a ſufficient 
ſatisfaction to my mind, that I have not con- 
cealed from my friend the leaſt thought, 
word, or deed, concerning this rather humi- 
liating tranſaction. | 
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By the infinite eſteem, which I have ſong 
felt for Count Savioli, the favourite of the 
Muſes, I have always done myſelf more ho- 
nour than him. I beg of you to repreſent to 
him my lively ſenſe of his partiality : and 
take care not to confide to him all my inſuf- 
ficiency, leſt it ſhould too much diminiſh the 
value of that friendſhip and regard, which 
through your means, I venture to offer him. 

If I had leifure to lengthen my letter, or 
rather babble, it might perhaps divert your 
attention from your own evils; but I am 
juſt on the point of beginning my daily at- 
tendance at Schombrun, in ſpite of the 
dog-days, till the return of the court, in or- 
der to be preſent at the rehearſals of our 
illuſtrious performers, who do me the ho- 
nour to think my preſence neceſſary; you 
will therefore gueſs that I am not likely to 
be contaminated by the father of all vices. 
Adieu. Continue your affection for me, and 
believe me always with the moſt invincible 
abſtinacy, yours. 

Vienna, July 18, 1765. 
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LETTER XVI. 
TO THE SAME. 


AFTER due thanks for the affectionate and 
candid return of confidence, which you have 
been pleaſed to render me in your very dear 
letter of the zoth of laſt July; I have no 
other to participate with you concerning my 
Southern compoſition, or Weſtern, as you 
pleaſe, than that I have not heard a ſyllable 
on the ſubject, ſince the thanks (of which told 
you) that were delivered to me by the Spaniſn 
ambaſſador, before his departure for Iuſpruch, 
in the name of the Marquis Squillact ; ſo that 
your information, at leaſt for the preſent, is 
not exact, as to the circumſtances which re- 
ſpect myſelf in this buſineſs. {Be 

If my commiſſion has been executed, of 
which I have no reaſon to doubt, you wall 
have received, by this time, my new drama 
of Romolo ed Erfilia. I believe I have al- 
ready told you, that 1 took care to ſend you a 
copy from Inſpruch, the moment it ceaſed to 
be contraband ; a thing which I could not 
have done ſp ſoon, had I been far from the 

A a 3 court, 
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court, and conſequently from the field .of 
battle. I know that you will receive with 
tenderneſs this new little nephew : particu- 
larly as my eagerneſs to ſend him will con- 
vince you how conſtantly I bear you in my 
thoughts. Indeed you occupied them con- 
ſtantly when J heard the unexpected news 
of the unhappy death of the Duke of Parma; 
at which time, the- firſt thing that preſented 
itſelf to my mind, was your affliction, with 
which my own was ſincerely mingled. But 
you have a ſtock of prudence, religion, and 
long and enlightened experience, ſufficient 
to prevent misfortune from taking you by 
ſurpriſe ; ſo that you will find in Yourſelf, the 
moſt efficacious conſolation in fuch difficult 
circumſtances, a ; 
Adieu, my dear Gemello. Remind Count 
Savialt, whenever you have an opportunity, 
of my reſpectful eſteem ; take care of your- 
ſelf, and believe me yours to the end of | 
at. r * * 
| Vienna, Auguſt 19, 1765+ 
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LETTER XVIII. 


TO THE SAME. 


I RECOGNIZED all the amiable qualities of 
my dear Gemello, in the conſolation which 
your affectionate letter of the 26th of Auguſt 
afforded me. The tender part which you 
take in my juſt affliction, aſſures me of the 
place whieh I hold in your mind. And this 
certainly convinces me, that all our wretched 
life is not made up of bitterneſs. Your 
commiſeration is the more dear to me, as 
you know better than any one, by expe- 
rience, whether I am worthy of it. Let us 
implore divine providence, as it has been 
pleaſed to render our tragical misfortunes 
ſimilar, that, in future, we may reſemble 
each other in happineſs. Believe me, in 
whatever ſituation we may be thrown, 
yours, 


Vienna, September 9 1765, 
LETTER XIX. 
TO THE SAME. 


I am not fo much ſurpriſed, as ſorry, my 
dear Gemello, for the difguſt which the un- 
aa4 n 
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grateful return made by your harmonical 
caravan has given to yourſelf and your noble 
and generous friend, þy whom, through your 
means, they had been, choſen, collected, re- 
warded, and diſtinguiſhed. Though you are 
uſed (as you obſerve) to the odour of ſuch 
flowers, I can eaſily imagine how you muſt 
nauſeate them, and ſincerely pity you. 

As yet I know not whether, when, or in 
what manner, my new nuptial drama, ſent 
laſt April, will be uſed on the banks of the Man- 
zanare. I can add nothing to what I have al- 
ready written to you on the occaſion, except 
that the Spaniſh ambaſſador, before his de- 
parture for, In/pruch, thanked me for my 
poem, in the name of the Marquis Squillact, 
whom he had never mentioned to me be- 
fore; and added, that a duet was much 
wiſhed for in the Serenata. In order to ſhew 
my willingneſs to oblige, I wrote one in a 
few hours time ; but explained in a fhort 
| memorial, that as I had never been informed 
who were to be the performers, there was a 
chance of pay having united two perſons in 
this addendum whoſe voices would not da 
well together; and did not conceal my 
qpinion, that a duet could have little effect, 
performed ſitting, and without action, on 
paſſion, 
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paſſion, as was uſually the caſe in ſerenatas, 


I conſigned the addition and neceſſary changes 
to the ambaſſador, before his departure. But 


he returned four days ago from the Tirol, 
and gave me new thanks, in the name of the 
Marquis Squillaci, for the duet which he had 
received. More than this, I am unable to 
tell you, concerning the affair in queſtion, 

If your tormented” frame muſt produce 
peccant humours, it is fortunate, my dear 
Gemello, that they ſhould aſſault the lower 
regions: as they are there of leſs conſequence; 
but it would be much better if none were 
produced. I can eaſily imagine the patience 
of which you muſt ſtand in need, and I par» 
ticipate in your ſufferings, 

Adieu; pray fend me better news of your- 
ſelf, — believe me e ever, &c. 


| Vienna, b 145 1765, 


LETTER XX, 
0 THE SAME; 


Our wandering Petrillo being, returned 
from Saxony, with his pretty little wife, who 
has conceived hopes in northern climes of 
epriching him with a ſucceſſor, made me 
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two viſits : promiſing to come and ſee me a 
third time, to take his laſt farewell : for this 
viſit I had reſerved my uſual vaſe of /aluta- 
tian to you; but the barbarian is gone 20. 
tutato ofpite, and I am obliged to incloſe them 
in this letter, which will perhaps perform 
the office of commiſſary before his arrival at 
Bologna. Pray abuſe him for me, unmer- 
cifully ; and tell him, that I ſhall never for- 
give him, if he does not make amends for his 
negligence, with ſpeedily ſending to Milan, 
the book with which I charged him for Sig, 
Migliauacca. 

I have heard nothing more from Madrid, 
fince the delivery of my ſerenata. I am 
teazed to death by the Roman printers, for 
a copy of it; but I cannot ſend it thither, or 
any where elſe, till it has been performed; 
and I am determined not to aſk the ambaſ- 
ſador a ſingle queſtion about it, leſt my 
curioſity ſhould be miſconſtrued. So that if 
you ſhould know when it would be publiſhed 
in Spain, that I may give permiſſion for the 
preſs to work elſewhere, you will much 
oblige me. 

Adieu, my dear Gemello. Be careful of 
your. health, and believe that I ſhall never 

ceaſa 
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ceaſe to love and eſteem you as you TY 
that is to fay, infinitely. | 


Vienna, Oftober 31, 1765. 


LETTER XXI. 


TO THE SAME. 


My dear Gemello always acts like him- 
ſelf, as well in ſmall things, as on great oc- 
caſions. Phe care and activity with which 
you have ated in forwarding my book to 
Signor Mighavacca, prove how much you in- 
tereſt yourſelf in the affairs of your friends : 
ſo differently from the generality of man- 
kind, who can never detach themſelves from 
that deteſtable ſelf-love, which confines the 
whole univerſe within the narrow limits of 
their ſingle individuality. I thank you for 
it, and congratolate myſelf no leſs than you 
on every freſh inſtance of your diſpoſition, 
which makes me vain of the early opinion 
J conceived of your character. 

Signor Greppi quitted this city haſtily, 
in order to go to Milan; and fearing, like 
you, the conjugal diſtractions of our Petrillo, 
] conſigned to the care of this gentleman, a 
ſecond copy of my book for Signor Miglia- 
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wacca, who has not only received, but 
thanked me for it. He will doubtleſs have 
received the other; but there will be no 
great inconvenience in his having two 
copies. 

I remain in ſuch utter darkneſs concern- 
ing my Southern ſerenata, that I begin to 
forget its exiſtence. Your eagerneſs on the 
ſubject far ſurpaſſes mine. I am much 
obliged to you; but I beg you will take no 
further trouble about it. Say a thouſand 
kind things for me to Papa Petrillo, and 
believe me always, &c. 


Vienna, . 12th, ah 


* 


L E e. 
TO THE SAME. 


Tuovon quite oppreſſed with letters, I 
cannot refrain from anſwering, at leaſt with 
brevity, my dear Gemello, and acquainting 
him, as his laſt confidentially. affectionate 
letter deſerves, that three days ago, the 
Spaniſh ambaſſador, by order of his court, 
ſent me a magnificent preſent, conſiſting of 
fifty pounds of the beſt Havannah ſnuff, in 
five A four of ſilver, and one of gold, with 


the 
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the arms of his Catholic Majeſty engraved 
on all the covers. A gift indeed worthy of 
the Royal munificence of ſuch a monarch. 
But with all this, Iam yet ignorant whether 
the Serenata has yet been publiſhed in Madrid: 
ſo that I dare not yet ſend it to my brother at 
Rome, who 1s tormented for it by the book- 
ſellers Ce. - 

I beg you will prefent my bumbis reſpects 
to the Marquis Herculani, and Count Saviali, 
and aſſure them how much I am flattered by 
their partiality. Adieu my dear Gemello, I 
have time to write no more; but you know, 
without my trying to perſuade you of it, that 
I am, ever have been, and ever 1hall my 


yours, 


Vienna, December 30, 1765. 


ren XXIII. 
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TO THE SAME, ane 


Ir an impertinent defſuxion, the fruit in 
ſeaſon, and very common here, had not 

rendered me for ſome days inactive, my 
dear Gemello would have ſuffered in the firſt 
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e This is the laſt mention that is made of his e 
in any of the letters which have hitherto been 
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tranſports of my rage, for the formal proof 
he thought it neceſſary to give me, of his 
exactitude in forwarding Romolo. Is it poſ- 
ſible, after ſo many years, that you can do 
me the injuſtice to ſuppoſe, that the receipt 
of a parcel by my negligent correſpondent 
Mighavacca, is of more conſequence, than a 
line from you ! Do you not now deſerve all 
the ancient titles of Troglodyte, Anthropo- 

hagus, Leſtrigon, and Marine monſter ! 
But this defluxion ſubdued my iraſcibility, 
and on days of penitence, vengeance muſt 
not be indulged. Therefore I embrace you 
heartily, and forgive you. 

Our worthy Count Refenburgh, is now on 
the banks of the Arno, enjoying the delights 
of Tuſcany, while we are entirely buried in 
ice and ſnow, to ſuch a degree, as to be un- 
able to move in the ſtreets, in a boat, a coach, 
a Chair, on foot, or on horfeback. Oh! 
how I long for the ſpring! But as you 
will ſee her in your part of the world, be- 
fore ſhe comes hither, pray falute her in my 
name, and urge her on as quick as poſſible “. 


Though Ver, the ſpring, is of the neuter gender, 
Metaſtaſio has perſonified this en ſeaſon, alla Italiana, 


by making it feminine. 
Fru Prime ume, whence the Tralian Primavera. 


I do | 


S& 3 BY 
I do not underſtand the myſtery of the 
Serenata, but I reſpect it. Take care of 
| yourſelf, my dear Gemello, who are at pre- 
ſent certainly not in Norway, and never grow 
tired of loving me, if it be only in gratitude. 
Vienna, February 17, 1766. 


LETTER XXIV; 


TO THE SAME. 


Yov complain, in your laſt letter of Feb. 
21ſt, of the not having heard from me for a 
long time; I therefore take it for granted, 
that my laſt letter was not received. Per- 
haps it arrived to make my excuſe at the 
ſame inſtant as I received your complaint. L 
am infinitely obliged to you, my dear Ge- 
mello, for the eagerneſs which you have 
manifeſted to give me ſome information 
concerning the, fate of my Serenata; which, 
by the laſt news you have ſent me, is become 
more obſcure, and inexplicable, than ever. 
But as I am unable to walk in the dark, I 
ſhall not attempt to grope my way among. 
theſe clouds. And I beg of you not to 
plague yourſelf any more on the ſubject. 
Rome has already had ſufficient time to 
abate its curioſity, and forget all about it; 
and I have certainly no-wath to excite new 
| attention 
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attention to it. I ſhall be very much obliged 
to you for the copy which you promiſe me. 
1 ſhare in all the irregularity of your 
health; you ſhould therefore, according to 
rule, partake of mine. But I can aſſure youy 
that this diabolical trade of heroiſm, begins 
to be very inſupportable to me. Believe me, 
however, in ſpite of complaints, unceaſingly 


yours. 
Vienna, March bth, 17664 


LETTER XXV. 
TO THE SAME. 


Ar length, returning home a few even- 
ings ago, I found on my table, the pleaſing 
Epithalamium of our moſt worthy Count 
Savioli. I read it with that eagerneſs which 
whatever he writes inſpires. I admired the 
art with which, in ſo maſterly a manner, he 
has united dignity with clearneſs, nature with 
elegance, pathos with chearfulneſs; and am 
convinced that there is no recondite corner 
of Parnaſſus, with which he is not intimately * 
acquainted. After my reſpectful compli- 
ments, pray congratulate him fincerely, in 
my name, and ſtimulate him to be faithful to 
the muſes, by whom he is ſo much fa- 


* 
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And for yourſelf, my dear Gemello, Who 
with ſuch fraternal zeal, have procured 
me this pleaſure, receive in return, my moſt 
affectionate and hearty thanks and faluta-' 
tions; not thoſe Which are commonly la- 
viſhed among perſons indifferent to each 


other, but ſuch as a juſt eſteem, and a long 
ſeaſon of 2 inſpire. 


en April 17, 1766. 


LETTER XXVI. 


TO THE SAME. 


SHOULD appear unjuſt to our tender 
twinſhip, if I did not communicate to you, 
(whenever my duty will permit) every little 
poetical excurſion which I am obliged to 
take. The genealogy therefore of what 1 | 
now ſend 1 you, is the following : 

In May laſt, one of the moſt exalted divi- 
nities of our Olympus, ſtimulated me to 
write ſome little conſolatory poem, in order 
to try if it were not poſſible to ſeduce our 
afflicted Sovereign, from that profound and 
obſtinate grief in which ſhe has been ſo 
abſorbed for the loſs of her moſt au- 
guſt Conſort, as to put her own life in 
danger. Regariling the mere hint as a com- 
| VOL, 11. B b mand, 
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mand, I went to work immediately: and 
my labour was fo fortunate, as not only to 
procure me a generous and unequivocal teſ- 
timony of beneficent approbation, but in- 
clined my poctical vanity, to enumerate it 
among the firſt cauſes of the dawnings of 
ſerenity which began to appear on the coun- 
tenance of my moſt auguſt Patroneſs, after 
the peruſal of my ſermon. I know very 
well, however, that it is no convincing proof 
to ſay, that this event has followed the other, 
and was produced by it. But among us in- 
habitants of Parnaſſus, we always conſtrue 
things in favorabilibus. This virtuous prin- 
ceſs, thinking herſelf too well treated in the 
poem, and that the partiality of the writer 
was too viſible, had ſome repugnance to its 
being printed here. But Count Canale, the 
Sardinian miniſter at this court, having 
obtained a manuſcript copy, has privately 
ſent it to Turin, and had it printed there at 
the royal preſs. Of the few copies ſent 
hither, merely for the court, foreign miniſters, 
and ſome particular friends, I have procured 
this, in order that you may be the firſt to 
whom it is communicated at Bologna. Re- 
ceive it with affection, and give it an atten- 
tive peruſal: as among other things, you 
| may 
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may perhaps find ſomething 1 in it not inap- 
plicable to yourſelf. Adieu, my dear Ge- 
mello, take care of your health, and believe 
me, yours moſt faithfully. 
Vienna, Auguſt, 1766. 


LETTER XXVIL 
| TO THE SAME. 


Amtsr all the confuſion into which every 
one is thrown here, particularly myſelf, by 
the ſmall-pox, which has ſeized the two 
Empreſſes: that is, the Empreſs (wife of the 
Emperor Joſeph, ) ſeven days ago, and yeſter- 
day the Empreſs- queen, I cannot reſiſt the 
ſolicitations of our Abate Cetrulo, who wiſhes 
to have a letter to preſent to you, which your 
friendſhip for him renders unneceſſary. The 
firſt of the illuſtrious invalids is very ill; 
but it is ſaid, that the diſorder of the other, 
is of the mildeſt kind. We are however, 
under the greateſt anxiety for her ſafety. 
You wall readily beheve me, when I tell you, 
that I have neither leiſure nor ſpirits. to 
lengthen my letter. Adieu, my dear Ge- 

b. 2 mello. 


5 
mello. Take care of Sen 5 bity 
your friend, 3 


4 Vienna, May 17, 1763 


LETTER XXVII. 

I am ſenſibly obliged to our poor perſeve- 
ring pilgrim, who, in ſpite of all his other 
labours, remembered to deliver my letter 
to the dear Gemello. This obliging zeal 
doubles my prayers to Heaven, that he 7 
3 mens ſana in corpore ſano. 

If T had not received your affectionate and 
ſincere aſſertions, I ſhould not have. doubted 
for a moment of your fympathizing with me, 
in the terrible anxiety which 1 felt for the 
imminent danger of my moſt revered Patro- 
neſs : I know your heart, and long-tricd ten- 
derneſs. It is impoſſible for me to deſcribe 
the univerſality. of our paſt diſmay and pre- 
ſent jubilation. I believe there never were 
ſuch lively, affectionate, indiſputable, and 
numerous teſtimonies given before, of a peo- 
ple's love for a Sovereign, as W been 
manifeſted here by all ranks for ours. Her 


nun * Son, may ſerve as a _ fot 
the 
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the children'of future times. He has watched 
her night and day, without quitting her a 
moment, aſſiſting in the adminiſtration of 
her medicines, and in his care and anxiety 
for her, totally forgetting himſelf, You may 
well imagine how much our reſpect and loyey 
for a prince of och a charger | are 5 cf. 
creaſed, 

We muſt not ſpeak, my dear Gemello, now, 
of our own complaints; they are too trivial 
to be mentioned, during this time of univer- 
fal joy. All I can do, is to beg of heaven 
to grant us, if not patience, at leaſt fortitude 
ſufficient to combat them. Do you do like- - 
wife : but forget not, at the ſame time, to 
remember the affection which I have, and 
eyer ſhall retain for you, to my life's end. 


Vienna, July 6th, 1768. 
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SECTION Vu. 


| Wr ſhall now quit | Farinelli for ſome 

time, in order to attend to other correſponds. 

ents. Among theſe, there is no one to whom 
Metaſtaſio ſeems to write with more affec- 
tion, than to JOMELL1, the Jjuilly clerics 
muſical compoſer. | 


EEA . 
TO $SIGNOR NIcOEA JOMELLI. 


Ap does my admirable Jomelli then 
remember me! The confirmation of this 
truth, of which, in ſpite of your eternal 
filence, I never doubted, has afforded me a 
pleaſure which I am unable to deſcribe. 
Indeed I am ſo much the more, delighted 
with your laſt dear letter of the 3d of 
March, as I have ſo long in vain tried to 
procure it: having ſent you ſome time ago, 
my Alcide al bivio, by M. Philip le Rois ; and 
. ſince that, written you a long prattle, which 


7 


3 9 ought 
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ought” to have been forwarded to you by 
Signora Scetti, at preſent the firſt woman of 
the opera in England; who, on quitting this 
court, ſet off for that of London (a/. But 
either my couriers have been to blame, or 
my diſpatches ineffectual; and yet, I am fo 
ſure of your affection, and of my occupy- 
ing an enviable place in your heart, that 
whatever may happen, I ſhall never doubt 
the ſecurity of my ſtation. 

I regard the two maſterly airs with which 
you have kindly favoured me, as precious 
gifts: and as far as the limits of my muſical 
knowledge extend, I have admired the new 
and harmonious texture of the voice and ac- 
companiments, the elegance of the one, and 
contrivance of the other; and the uncom+ 
mon unity of the whole, which renders them 
worthy of your abilities. I muſt confeſs, 
however, my dear Jomelli, that though this 
ſtyle impreſſes me with reſpec for the writer, 


(a) The Feotti ſung on our opera Hays with Adern 
in the ſeaſon of 1764 and 1765. Her voice was feeble, 
but her ityle of ſinging, face, and figure, were captivating, 
In theſe, times the ſerious operas at Vienna, Madrid, and 
Liſbon, were ſupported by, and wholly under the direction 
of the Court; and Metaſtaſio imagining this to have 
been the caſe in our capital, ſays, & that when the Scotti 
quitted the Court of Vienna, ſhe ſet off for that of London.” 
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you have, when you pleaſe, another which 
inſtantly ſeizes on the heart, without giving 
the mind the trouble of reflection 6%. 

When 1 have heard a thouſand. times, 
your airs Non fo trovar J 'errore, and Quando 
ſara quel di, with inmumeraþle others which 
I cannot now recollect, that are ſtill more 
ſeducing, they leave me no longer maſter of 
myſelf, but oblige me in ſpite of myſelf, to 
feel all that you muſt have felt, in compoſing 
them. Ah, my dear Jomelli, do not abandon 
a faculty in which you have not, nor ever 
will have, arival. In maſterly airs, there = 


Ta 


(3) This 1 was the opinion of the n in general, con- 
cerning the compoſitions of Jomelli, after his reſidence in 
Getmany ; where his rich harmony, and inſtrumental com- 
plication, were perhaps always more admited, than his ele- 
gant and ſimple melody. Five years after this period, it was 
the opinion of the Neapolitans, that the ſongs of Fomelli, 
which maſters reſpected for their art, and contrivance, were 
too elaborate, arid gave the hearers too much trouble, to 
afford them cateleſs delight. Poets are always ready to 
join in cenſuring the compoſers” ſcience, and performer's 
execution; as equal enemies to me beauties of the poetry, 
and intereſt of the drama; but, as the Public is a many- 
headed animal; with ears of all ſorts and ſizes, it is to be 
feared, that ſome of them will expect karhing and ſcience 
to be diſplayed by the compoſer, and power's of execution 
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be compoſers, perhaps, who by dint of pains 


and labour, will approach you; but in find- 
mg the road to the hearts of, others, their, own 
muſt be formed of fibres as delicate and 
ſenſitive as yours, and different from all thoſe 
who have, hitherto dealt in muſical notes, 
It i is true, that 1 in writing in this new ſtyle (c) 
you cannot help ſometimes expreſſing the 
paſſions in the way which, your own. happy 
temperament ſuggeſts; but being obliged, in 
order to ſupport your learned idea, too fre- 
quently to interrupt the voice, the impreſ- 
ſions already made i in the mind of the hearer, 
are effaced ; and for the reputation of a great 
maſter, you neglect that of an amiable, and 
moſt powerful muſician. | | 

Adieu, my dear, and moſt worthy SY | 
If you knew with what occupations I am 
oppreſſed, you would be better able to judge 
of that affectionate regard, which ſo long 
prevents me from finiſhing this letter. Take 
care of your health, for the honour of the 
harmonic family. Continue to love me, and 
believe me to be invariably yours. 


Vienna, April 6, 565 


(e) Meaning his ſecopd manner, to which he ra 
jn Germaty. th 
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Te Eprelpedengr of the Imperial lau- 
reat with Signor SAVERIO MATTE1, upon 
which we ſhall now enter, will diſcloſe to 
the reader, his Opinion upon the ſubjes 
of poetry, muſic, criticiſm, and literature in 
general, during a period of eleven years, 
better than any other letters in the collection. 
Almoſt every correſpondence. which Meta- 
ſtatio carried on with authors, and the learn- . 
ed of his time, ſeems to have been forced 
upon him, not ſo much perhaps with a view 
to obtain his ſentiments on literary ſubjects, 
as his approbation of the works of which they 
made him a preſent. But whether this was 
the caſe with Sig. Mattei, an author of great 
merit ſtill living, we know not; yet we find 
that the private praife which he received 
from the great Lyric poet, was eagerly made 
public, in deſpite of earneſt injunctions to 
che contrary. 

The following letter was written in reply 
to one, which Metaſtaſio had received from 
Sig. Mattei, informing him that he had ſent 
him a copy of his tranſlation of the Pſalms 
into Italian verſe, with differtations on He- 

brew 
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LETTER) um. 


ro $IGNOR Db. SAVERIO. MATTEI. 


I DEFERRED for one poſt, the anſwering 
your no leſs lively than obliging letter, hoping 
every moment, that the Book of Pſalms, 
which you had been ſo kind to ſend me 
would arrive, that I might tell you what my* 
firſt ſenſations were in peruſing it: but not 
having yet ſeen it, I ſhall not add to the diſ- 
appointment which ſuch 'a delay has pro- 
duced in myſelf, that which a longer ſilence 
would produce in you, to the diſcredit of my 
gratitude. I therefore haſten to return you 
infinite and moſt ſincere thanks, both for the 
gift which you have been pleaſed to beſtow 
on me, and for the affectionate and partial 
depoſitions of your kind heart in my favour, 
expreſſed in proſe and in verſe, with equal 
grace and elegance. In the printed poetical 
Eſſay which IT always peruſe, and re- peruſe 
with new pleaſure, you have fully ſhewn 


with what kind of pindarie pen nature has 
furniſhed 
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| furniſhed you, and how: dextrouſly; your 
application has enabled you to uſe it. I con- 
gratulate you on the poſſeſſion of ſuch powers, 
and with thit all thoſe flights which youth- 
ful courage and vigour ſhall ſtimulate you to 
take, may be equally happy. Ah! my dear 
Sig. Mattei, wiſh not to be poſſeſſed of my 
old and worn-out buſkins. You" know not 
how they gall the preſent wearer, nor what 
trouble it has coſt me to conceal the uneaſi - 
neſs they occaſion. Our good ſire, Apollo, 
who has already ſo highly favoured you, will 
furniſh you with a much better ſhoemaker.; 
Continue to honour me with your valuable 
friendſhip, and believe me to by with equal 
feſpect and eſteem, &c. 9 


1 —_ 3, 1768s 
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To THE SAME. . 1 3 


(, 


Tan woeks have already dlapſed; finew 
I was informed by the officers of this cuſtom- 
houſe, that a parcel of books addreſſed to 
me, Was arrived. I had no doubt, but that 
this Was the long withed for poetical preſenit 
2 88 which you had: generouſly deſtined 


for 
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for my uſe ; but i my long impatierice to we 
ſeſs them, has ſtill been obliged to ſuffer” the 
further delay of a rigorous examination, to 
which all printed books brought hither are 
ſubject; and to this delay was added that of 
the bodk- binder, into whoſe hands I was 
obliged to put the looſe and deranged ſheets, 
in order to enable me to read them with any 
degree of comfort. I am at length, how- 
ever, in poſſeſſion of the three volumes; and 
here I muſt frankly confeſs, that the mag- 
netic power of the verfes, violently attracted 
all my attention to the previous 'peruſal of 
your poetical verſion. ' But perceiving in 
your learned preface, (which from long habit, 
I never neglect) that it was your wiſh' the 
reader ſhould firſt be furniſhed with your ne- 
ceſſary viaticum, before he entered on poetic 
ground, I prepared to obey you; and found 
myſelf well ſatisfied, and generouſly rewarded 
for my obedience ; as your very learned pre- 
liminary diſſertation, not only qualified me, 
(as much as I am capable of being qualified) 
to judge of the merit of your' tranſlation, but 
has made me travel with wonder and delight, 
through the vaſt, various, and choice erudi- 
tion, with which you are no lefs uſefully, 


than abundantly furniſhed ; and has excited 
in 
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in me ſuch eagerneſs to profit at ſo al i 
rate, from all the information which, your 
literary labours preſent to the reader, that 1 
could not defer enriching myſelf, by a pery- 
-fal of your golden treatife on the calendar, 
weights, meaſures, and money of the He- 
brews. , Thus prepared, and diſpoſed, you 
may cably, imagine, Sir, that in the peruſal 
of the cighty Pſalms which you have tran- 
lated, I have not neglected one of the mar- 
ginal notes, or obſervations with which they 
are accompanied ; and that I have been 
compelled to receive all the inſtruction, as 
well as pleaſure, which you have prepared 
for us. 

The dignity, a harmony, Lf ele- 
gance of the ſtyle, ſo properly varied, ac- 
cording to the grandeur, humility, anger, 
contrition, or tenderneſs, expreſſed in the 
ſacred writings, would be a ſufficient merit 
In your work; but, the being able to correct 
ſo effectually and naturally, what ſo many 
. of the moſt learned inveſtigators after long 
trying in vain to accompliſh, have pro- 
nounced heterogeneous to the Oriental lan- 
guage of poetry, has, in my opinion, all the 
merit of a new diſcovery of fome unknown 


continent; and beſides this, I admire in you, 
without 
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without underſtanding, it, the combination, 
in one individual, of all. that fire and energy 
of genius, which enables you to mount Par- 
naſſus, with the cool perleverance pa 
to critical enquiries, | 

And yet, begging yout pariltaa 1 woe 
found ſomething that is reprehenſible in your: 
book, the attentive-/-perufal of Which has 
accuſtomed me to criticiſm. I cannot for- 
give the injuſtice with which you have 
treated in your preface, that poor little town, 
as you call your native place; in which 
you complain of being buried in ſolitude: as 
you owe to the tranquil leiſure which it 
affords you, an exemption from the ino- 
vitable diſtractions of a crouded city, and 
are in ſome meaſure indebted to this circum- 
ſtance for the honourable place which you 
already hold in the Republic of letters, at ſo 
early a period of your life. If you would 
wipe away this ungrateful ſtain, you ought 
in conſcience to make a public acknowledg- 
ment of your error. 

But retorting the accuſation, you will, 
perhaps, fay that it is I that am ungrateful, 
for appearing almoſt inſenſible to the kind 
partiality with which you ſo liberally honour 
me in your works, and poſtponing my 

thanks 
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thanks for it to the end of my letter But 
you muſt not do me ſo much injuſtice.” 1 
have à due ſenſe of all your kindneſs, and of 
the advantage of your good opinion: and if 
I ſpeak of them late and briefly, it is bẽcauſe 
I am fearful if I ſhould dwell too much on 
the ſubject of your praiſe, of provoking you 
to examine the little merit I may have, by 
an exact experiment, in your critical cruci- 
ble. Ah! my dear Sig. Saverio! explore it 
no further, if you wiſh to continue to love 
me; but rather judge of it from that grate- 
ful, affectionate, and reſpectful eſteem, with 
which J am, and ever with to TAY 


yours. 
| „ Api 3 * 


P. S. 1 intended ſpeaking fully of e 
maſterly tranſlations of Pindar and Homer ; 
of the truly lyrical dedication; and of ſome 
particular pſalms with which I have been, | 
in a more eſpecial manner, affected; but my 
natural powers correſpond but ill With my 
wiſhes. Pray believe, however, that 1 feel 
all that one author can with. another to 


feel i in his Eur. 


(385) 


[| 
LETTER TV. 
Xe THE SAME; 


Tu guogue brute flli mil And is my friend 
Big. D. Saverio among the cohſpirators! 4 
Or rather among the two partial projectors 
who have conceived a deſign that will over- 
whelm me with confuſion? How could 
you imagine it poſſible for me to have the 
courage to ſultain'the idea of ſeeing myſelf 
piace at the ſide of the father of the 
muſes? (4) And the Princeſs of Belmonte, 
who ought to be perfectly acquainted with 
the character of the dean of her ſervants, has 
She, inſtead of oppoſing it, given her counte- 
nance and ſupport to ſo ſtrange a deſign, 
and conſpired to vex and mortify me ? The 
extreme diffldence of myſelf, even to a vice, 
which has tormented me through the whole 
courſe of my life, and been the greateſt 
obſtacle to my proſperity, was ſo well knowu 

(a) It ſeems that there was at this time, a deſign formed 
at Naples, of printing Pope's life of Homer, and dedi- 


cating it to Metaſtaſio, and of placing an engraving of 
his head, oppoſite to that of Homer. 
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to her, that ſhe might have eaſily figured to 
herſelf, what melancholy thoughts of my 
own unworthineſs, ſuch. exceſſive partiality 
Would awaken; and how ſenſible J muſt be, 
of the diſproportion of an honour, which 
has been ſo involuntarily uſurped by me. 
Vou muſt not imagine, however, that my 
juſt ſhame will in the leaſt diminiſh the 

gratitude which I owe to my friends, for 

their kind and moſt flattering intentions. 
For though it has been carried to exceſs, I 
ſhould regard it as the happieſt circumſtance 
of my life, if I could ſeparate the idea of the 
effect from the cauſe. _ 

It would be too long and as a taſk 
for me, to poitit out all the paſſages of your 
learned tranſlation Which have particularly 
ſtruck me. The matter would encreaſe 
exceflively under the pen. But I am now | 
no more able to write long letters; and the 
remorſe for neglected excellence would be 
more difagreeable to me, than the fatigue 
of praifing it. I muſt, however, briefly tell 
you, that the forty-fourth and ſixty-ſeventh ' 
Pſalms, have impreſſed my mind with an 
uncommon degree of pleaſure and admira- 
tion: the firſt by an ingenious, elegant, and 
poetical elocution, no leſs wonderfully analo- 
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gous to the allegor ical, than literal, bats aud 
the ſecond, by art unexpected clearneſs and 
conſiſtence, notwithſtanding the apparent 
deſperate want of connexion in the original. 
Then in your thoughts on the ancient — 1 
and on the theatre, you have flattered my 
ſelf-· love ſufficiently to make me pleaſed with 
my own ideas ; as the greater part of then 
perfectly coincide with thoſe which my medi- 
tations on the ſame ſubjects have eagerly 
produced. 

The frank and friendly 208d end which 
you have confided to me, of your paſt and 
preſent enterpriſes, has obliged meextremely ; 
and I cannot ſufficiently praiſe your wiſe 
reſolution of devoting your diſtinguiſhed 
talents to the more Fruitful, and for you, 
more Glorious, application of poetry. I fore- 
ſce with pleaſure, the intereſting and luſtri- 
ous progreſs you will make ; and already, in 
ſome degree, partake of it, both as your fel- 
low labourer, and almoſt your counttyman. 
You muſt not be ſcandalized at this laſt pre- 
tenſion : there is à foundation for it. You 
already know, that the beneficent Gian Vin- 
cenizo Graviha, no leſs a Father than Maſter 
to me, with a labour which ought to have 
produced fruit more worthy of him, ſtrove 
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to enrich my mind with Greek and Latin 
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literature, and Roman juriſprudence. , „Nor 
can yon be a ſtranger to. the merit of his 
celebrated relation, Gregorio Caropreſe, into 
whoſe Hands he placed me, while a child, to 
go through a 2 5 courſe of philoſophy 
under his diſcipline, and with whom! reſided, 
in Calabria, all the time that was thought 
neceſſary for the completion of that deſign. 
I have therefore ſome reaſon to pride myſelf 
for having run from the banks of my native 
Tibur, as far as Magna Gracia, and taſting 
the firſt aliments of ſcientific cognition, n near 
the renowned ſource of the Italic ſe&. 

My tranſlation in verſe of Horace' 8 Art of 
Poetry, has, been long finiſhed. It however, 
requires mnnumerable notes and obſervations, 
for which I have collected many materials; 
but time has always been wanting, as well 
as patience, for a taſk to me extremely un-- 
grateful ; ſo that theſe materials ſtill remain 
in the utmoſt confuſion ;.nor do I know 
when I ſhall have courage ſufficient to ſet 
about digeſting them. The 'beſt of it is, 
that, the republic. of letters will not ſuffer 
aug great qnjury from py negligence. The 
few gEiqenions. high, FWrote.upan all the, 
"ar ah, Apes lie that remain, 


merely 
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merely to aſſiſt my own memory, had wholly 
fulfilled their deſtination in the private uſe I 
made of them. I had not furniſhed them 
with the neceſſary equipage, for appearing 
with decency in the learned world ; and 
they muſt therefore remain contented, in the. 
little corner which I have aſſigned t] them in 
my bureau, | 
Alas! I am now out of breath, my much 
reſpected Sig. Saverio. The pleaſure of 
talking with Vou, has made me forget my 
infirmities; but now I am forced to finiſh 
my letter, whether 1 will or no. Do not 
withdraw from n me your regard. Repreſent | 
the exceſs of my mortification and gratitude 
to the Princeſs di Belmonte—Honour me 
with) your commands, and believe me, &c. 


IBI VI | Vienne, May 29, 176g, 
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In ſpite of the perſecution” of my hypo- 
chondriac AAS « which at preſent thwart 
me beyond their uſual indiſeretion, I cannot 


ſole Your laſt moſt obliging letter to remain 
CC 3 longer 


( 399 ) 


| 
longer unanſwered; in which I find new 
motives for being, flattered with that enviable 
good fortune, much more than my own 
merit, which has produced your affectionate 
and moſt partial regard towards s. 1 0 

I have read over and over again, and 
always with new pleaſure, both the Epitha- 
lamic Pſalm, and the Cantata of Eunoſto. In 
the firſt, beſides the merits it has in com- 
mon with its companions, I have admired 
the author's dexterity in applying it fo 
opportunely on the preſent occaſion ; and in 
the dedication of it, I am pleaſed. with 
myſelf. to find, that before I had ſuch a con- 
vinciug proof of it, I was always firraly of 
opinion. that you were no leſs familiar with 
the Latin than the Italian muſe. And in 
the. moſt gay and pleaſing Eunofto, I ſaw 
throughout, in all its force, your reigning 
and characteriſtic excellence, in uniting 
poetical elegance with the deepeſt learning 
and ereditiog;, I congratulate/you on theſe 
gifts, and myſelf on being enriched with the 
PR ſo valuable friend. © 

1, ſhall try my influence. with Sass0Ng 
(Baſſe) to got him to ſet one of your pſalins; 
though. be is ſo frequently diſabled, by the 
gout, that I Km] ¾ↄqnot whether he will have 
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it in his power to comply with my requeſt, 
He does not live in the city; ſo that many 
months elapſe, ſometimes, without our ſeeing 
each other. As ſoon as ever I can ſpare the 
time, I ſhall ſeek him, and if poſſible, ſet 
him to work. I ſhould lengthen this letter 
confiderably, if writing was lefs painful and 
inconvenient to the mechaniſms of my frail 
frame. Believe me always, with the moſt 
conſtant and reſpectful eſteem, e. 

YRS * 14, 1769, 


Haſſe, it ſeems, was found in a fit of the 
gout, and unable to oblige Metaſtaſio, at 
this time, in complying with his requeſt, 
however he may have wiſhed it, from a long 
acquaintance and admiration of his character 
and abilities; the poet, therefore, ſet his 
pupil, the accompliſhed Signora Martinetu, 
to work, and the following letter 8 an 
account of her ſucceſs. | 
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10 510. SAVERIO. MATTEL 


Ta muſic of the platen which you wiſhed 
to have ſet, has been finiſhed ſome weeks; 
but I have hitherto had no opportunity of 
tranſmitting it to you. However, I hope to 
find one ſoon ; and in the mean time, ta 
prevent the delay from giving birth to any 
ſuſpicions injurious to my diligence, I give 
you this previous information. The pleaſure 
with which the young female compoſer has 
ſet about this enterprize, and executed it, 
inclines me to flatter myſelf that ſhe has not 
been unſucceſsful. She propoſed to avail 
herſelf at once of the grace of the modern 
ſtyle, avoiding its Licentiouſneſs, and the 
ſolid eccleſiaſtical harmony of the ancient, 
ſtript of its Gothiciſm, I am not muſician 
ſufficient to judge whether ſhe has ſue- 
ceeded, or no; but I hope, at leaſt; that 
the frame will not diſgrace the picture. Vou 
Will be the beſt judge of this yourſelf, ho 
have been long initiated in harmonical 
myſteries ; and this being the caſe, it is 
uhneteſſary to ſuggeſt to you, that this pro- 
0 duction, 
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duction, before it is expoſed to the judgment 
of profane ears, ſhould be rehearſed under 
the direction of ſonie Able, diſcreet, and 
charitable director; that the faults of others, 
in the execution, may not be aſcribed to the 
poor compoſer herſelf. Whenever it is on 
the road, you ſhall have immediate informa- 
tion, and every neceſſary eircumſtance ex- 
plained. N F006 ous 13 It nien 
Adieu, my dear Sig. Don Saverio. Do not 
ceaſe to love me, and to believe me to be, 
with equal reſpect and eſteem, & e. 

Vienna, December 4 1769, 
FDD 
1 D 1 
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To THE SAME. 


I oucur to make a long ** to n 
molt obliging letter of the 27th of Novem- 
ber, in which, in the eee, affectionate 
friendſhip, and animated by your natural 
eloquence, you have almoſt perſuaded me, 
that the weight of years is a deſirable aſ- 
ſiſtant in maunting: Parnaſſus. But ta 
avoid Aſiatic prolixity, I ſhall tell you, with 
the moſt: ſincere, brevity, that the intenſe 
A neceſſary for the invention and 

+ texture 


a, 
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texture of a dramatic compoſition, after;hay« 
ing treated almoſt all the modifications of the 
human heart, is inevitably become an exceed - 
ing hard labour to me; for having already 
written ſo much, I am every day in moro 
dangerof repeating Myſelf; and the being eter⸗ 
natkes on the watch would chill invention, and 
clip my wings, in every attempt at elevation, 
Add to this, that in my moſt confident and 
vigourous days, I was wanting, even to 
3 in the requiſite courage and opinion 
of myſelf, which is neceſſary in great enter- 
priſes; and now, I am more than ever convin- 
ced, that this ſpecies of uſeful temerity, is not 
to be acquired in old- age. At preſent, indeed, 

if my good fortune has not freed. me from 
fatigue, it has at leaſt, exempted me from 
the diſagreeable neceſſity. of . publiſhing my 
weakneſs: for -when” I had nearly accom- 
pliſhed the labour, enjoined me, I diſcovered, 
that it was not the intention of the court, ig 
give any theatrical exhibition, at the ap- 
proaching nuptials; ſo that I have abandoned 
the work with the higheſt pleaſure, remit- 
ting to the Greek calends, the taſk of finih- 
ing it. But I have already ſpoken too much 
about myſelf. bed] 
: I have read with infinite pleaſure, the E 
octave. Stanza, enriched with the Latin 
paraphraſe, 


_—_-» 

paraphraſe, - entitled, La Veglia de Num, 
and have difcovered' what your genius is ca- 
pable of, even in This kind of poetry. 1 
know not what more to require of you. Fa- 

cility, dignity, elegance, imagination, har- 

mony, and above all, judgment. The noble 

and pleaſing ſmile of the child and the faun, 

diſcovers the richneſs of the mine, which 

produced it. I congratulate you upon it, 

and am much obliged to you for the com- 

munication. 

To-day, a parcel containing your moſt 
beautiful Pſalms, ſet to muſic by Mademoi- 
ſelle Marianne Martinetz, has been ſent to the a 
poſt, for Naples. I hope the muſical com- 
poſitions will not diſgrace your excellent 
poetry; and am impatient for your ſincere 
opinion, as well as that of other good judges. 
Continue to honour me with your affectionate 
friendſhip, and believe me, invariably yours. | 

e December 18, 1769. 


——ůͤ — — — — 


The following long, and curious letter, not 
only gives an account of the fayourablerecep- ' 
tion at Naples, of the muſic which Signora 
Martinetz had ſet to one of the Pſalms of 
s Saverio Mattei's tranſlation; but con- 

tains 
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tains the opinions of Metaſtafio, on the ſub. 
ject of ancient Greek muſic. A theme upon 
which the poet unwillingly entered; but, 
having been preſſed by his correſpondent to 
diſcuſs this dark and difficult point, in hopes, 
probably, that his own decided ſentiments” 
would be fortified by coincidence, Metaſtaſio 
| humbly diſclaims all ſcience;” and neither 
ſpeaks as a profound + critic, nor muſieianz 
but anſwers an unreaſonable queſtion, Iike an 
intelligent man, under the guidance of mo- 
deſty, and good taſte. It was not likely that 
Metaſtaſio, who had never heard the ancient 
muſic, nor ſcientifically ſtudied the modern, 
ſhould arrogantly attempt to inform one 
who profeſſed himſelf to be well acquainted 
with the ancient muſical” writers, and a 
judge of modern compoſition. The poet gets 
rid of the queſtion dextrouſſy: leavingiit to 
be anſwered by men of more coufage, and 
jeſs diffidence in their o.]ꝗn powers >10117 | 
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To $SIGNOR SAVERIO; MATTEETy 1211 1 
A Few affairs, moſt reſpected Sig. Stverid, 
are ſufficient to occupy all che gell of a 


tired 
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tired and exhauſted. individual, loaded with 
years, like myſelf. I have had more buſineſs 
on my hands for ſome time paſt, tian ſtrength 
to accompliſh it; ſo that I muſt nat only beg 

of you to pardon, ; but pity, my involuntary 
delay, in anſwering your, laſt obliging and 
learned letter. I never diſſembled, from the 
beginning of our intercourſe, my phyſical im- 
pediments to becoming a conſtant and labo- 
rious correſpondent; ſo that you are obliged 
to take me as you found me, and in ſpite of 
all defects, to regard me as your own..,. 

Prudams emiſti vitigſum: dicta tibi eff lx. 
Our indefatigable young compoſer, is ex- 

tremely ſurpriſed at the extraordinary ap- 
probation with which you have honoured 
her muſic. The limits preſcribed. to her am- 
bition, did not allow her to aſpire at ſuch an 
elevation; and ſhe has no doubt, but that ſhe 
is indebted to your courteſy, for the chief part 
of thoſe ſtrong expreſſions which have been 
beſtowed upon her production. However, 
to hear the effect of her attempt, ſhe had had 
a very private rehearſal in her own apart- 
ment, of the Plalm which the had ſet. 
There was only a ſingle inſtrument for, each 
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choruſes : ſo that all the enchantment of 
that ſpecies of painting, which ariſes from 
chiaro-ſeuro, was wanting. But notwith- 


ſtanding this, IJ am obliged to confeſs, that 


the varied, delightful; and uncommon har- 
mony of the compoſition; greatly ſurpaſſed 
my expectation ; as well as that of the few 


initiated, who were admitted tothe myſteries. 


She had the precaution to provide a copy of 


the poetry for each perſon preſent, and ex- 


ulted in the general applauſe beſtowed on 
the excellent Tranſlator. I hope that this 
neceſſary ſtep was not neglected at Naples. 
I take an intereſted part in the juſt honour 
which has been done to your learned book, 
by the rapid fale, which has ſo ſoon rendered 
a new edition, in octa vo, neceſſary; but 1 
ſhould be ſorry if the firſt, in quarto, remained 
incomplete. The three volumes with which 


you ſo obligingly favoured me, merely put 


into boards, for the convenience of inftant 
peruſal, wait with impatience for their com- 


panien or companions, in order to be uni- 


formly dreſſed with that elegance and 6 
ſplendour, which is due to their high rank 


and worth. They have hitherto occupied 


my leiſure ſo Are and uſefully, that 
le e I F thould 
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I ſhould grieve to defraud them of this little 
mark of my gratitude. 

And do you with me to tell You my 655 
timents of the merit of Ancient Muſic! 
Ah! cruel Signor Saverio! This is inhu- 
manly driving me into a labyrinth, whence 
you very well know, that it is impoſhble for | 
me to extricate myſelf, even if I were fur- 
niſhed with all the neceſlary inſtruments, 
for ſuch an operation, and was in the vigour 
of youth to uſe them. What reaſonable 
parallel can I poſſibly draw - of unknown 
objects? I am convinced of the royal pomp 
and magnificence of the Hebrew muſic: 1 
am not allowed to doubt of the efficacy of 
the Greek; but notwithſtanding that, I am 
utterly unable to form to myſelf, a juſt idea 
of their different ſyſtems. I likewiſe know 
very well, that muſic is the fame throughout 
all nature, that is, conſiſting of à delightful 
barmany, produced from proportions of grave 
and acute tones, and in times of different dura- 
tion. But who will furnith me with the 
clue of Ariadne, to prevent my being be- 
wildered in theſe proportions? They prin- 
cipally depend on the accurate diviſion of 
the ſcale, or ſeries of tones; Which ſcale, 
however, has been, I believe, and ſtill re- 


mains, 


( 4% 


mains, manifeſtly imperfect. How thowld _ 
I doubt of this, when I hear the greateſt . 
maſters: diſpute whether the interval from 
one ſound to another, ought to conſiſt of 3 
7,.0r 9 commas? When I find that one 
calls the 4th a diſcord, and another a perfect 
concord? While I perceive that a harpſichord, 
6 tuned exactly according to the diviſions of 
our ſyſtem, is ſenſibly falſe? And if, in order to 
remedy this inconyenience, Tuners ought to 
leave an exceſlive 5th, called the off, (tha 
is, out of tune, ) and flattens as much as poſ- 
ſible the other 5ths, to render the zds more 
agrecable ? Who will tell me, that the an- 
cients were more happy than We are in tho 
exactneſs of this dixiſion, no leſs ſubject to 
error, than that ,ofi4he,calendar! Or Who 
will inform me, by ,what . expedient. they 
obyiated this imperfection, in order to diſ- 


guiſe, as we do, the inconxenience e 


After having read in Plutarch, the tire- 
ſome enumeration of the inventors of mu- 
fical improvements; after hearing from him, 
and the Greek writers collected and com- 
mented by the learned Meibomius, the terms 
pate, nete, diapaſon, diateſſaron, diapente, 
tetracbords, diatonic, chromatic, and enar- 
monie genera, and all the vocabulary of an- 
2114441 "Se = ci6ÞE 
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cient muſie; ſhall I be a bit the wiſer? ſhall 
I then know how to form a clear definition 
of all thoſe | words which fright children? 
And in ſuch total darkneſs, how is it poſſible 
to form compariſons? Perhaps what is dark 
as Erebus to me, may be broad day-light to 
others more perſpicacious, and leſs ſtrangers 
in this vaſt and gloomy province. But you 
muſt not imagine, that even'this will enable 
them to form a juſt - compariſon between 
the ancient and modern muſic. Muſic is 
the object of a particular ſenſe; and the 
ſenſes, either from their natural variations, 
or thoſe which different habits occafions 
change their taſte, not only every century, 
but every ſeaſon. A banquet dreſſed at 
preſent by the receipt of Apicius, would 
diſguſt the ſtrongeſt ſtomachs: The ſo much 
boaſted Bacchi cura Fulernus agar, in the 
opinion of modern palates, Would now pro- 
duce a wine only fit for galley- ſlaves: Bitter, 
nauſeous Coffee, worſe than poiſon itſelf, ae- 
cording to Redi, is become a moſt deligheful 
beverage, to all the inhabitants of the globe; 
and who knows, whether, at laſt, he did not 
grow fond of it himſelf. The Airs which ſo 
enchanted: our forefathers, are now become 
coarſe, diſguſting, and inſupportable lulla- 
von, 11. D d bies, 
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bies, to moderh ears. What then ſhalb.we, 
call the perfection of muſic, ſubjected as it is 
to the deciſions of taſte, which is itſelf every 
moment changing? and whence ſhall I take 
a certain model from which to determine, 
whether I judge from ſound principles, or 
the delirium of taſte ! / But, you ſay, this 
« ſcepticiſm does not anſwer my queſtion. 
« I can doubt as well as you, and have. no 
„great curioſity. to know how you doubt. 
« My with is, to be informed what your 
ideas are of ancient and modern muſic; 
eas it ſeems abſolutely impoſſible, but that 
in ſpite of all your doubt, you muſt have 
“ formed ſome. It is moſt certain, my 
dear friend, that the ſlighteſt foundations 
are ſufficient for our active and daring ima- 
gination to build upon at our pleaſure. The 
inſtafit J hear the names of Cairo, or Pekin, 
pronounced, they preſent me with ideas of 
thoſe vaſt cities, which I have never ſeen, 
Now if it will ſatisfy you, Sir, to know the 
ideas which I have formed on ſimilar foun- 
dations, I am ready to gratify your curioſity, 

It ſeems to me, my much reſpected friend, 
that the muſic of the ancients, was not only 
much more ſimple than ours, but more effi- 
cacious; and that of the moderns, on the 


3 Contrary 5 
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contrary, is more artificial, and more wons- 
derful. When I hear that Plato, in his repub- 
lic, would have Muſie be the firſt univerſal / 
ſtudy of every individual, as a neceſſary foun- 
dation for every other ſtudy, and every virtue: 
when I read, that not only all the poets but all, 
the philoſophers of Greece, the ſuperintend- 
ents of the exerciſe of youth, and magiſtrates. 
of republics themſelves, were excellent mufi- 
cians; I conclude, that muſic muſt then haye 
required leſs ſtudy than now ; when in order 
to become a tolerable artiſt, it is neceſſary to 
beſtow half a life upon it. Hence the an- 
cient muſt, conſequently, have been more 
ſimple. To prove that ours is more artful 
than that, it is ſufficient to mention, exclu- 
five of every thing elſe, modern Counterpoints 
by means of which, twenty-four or even 
more melodies, all different from each other, 
may be heard at the ſame time, and produce 
ſweet harmony, unknown to the ancients. 
That this contrivance was unknown to the 
ancients, is demonſtrated by the learned Padre 
Martini, who aſſigns hiſtorical and ſcientific 
reaſons, why they neither had nor could have 
it; proving, that the union of different voices, 
mentioned in a few paſſages of ancient 
authors, upon which a contrary opinion has 
been weakly ſupported, is all reducible to 
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the ſinging at the ſane time, ſome in'4ths, 
ſome in 5ths,' and ſome in rere but” in 
exactly the ſame melody. 5 

And indeed, if ſuch a wonderful ROY 
tion had been known to the Greeks, who 
can believe that they would not have de- 
ſcribed it with more pomp and parade? Let 
us add likewiſe, that all the different ways 
which the ancients had of writing muſic, 
that are come down to us, render their 
practice of our complicated counterpoint 
impoſſible. That power of expreſſing, as 
we de at preſent, in one ſingle ſtaff com- 
poſed of five lines, all the alterations of 
ſounds poſſible, and their ſeveral lengths and 
duration, it was which enabled us, by placing 
one melody over another, to diſcover at 
a ſingle glance, all their relations and iſo- 
chronous employments, - which, in my 
opinion, gave birth to counterpoint. Now 
this manner of writing muſic, you know, is 
not of _ mu than the eleventh 


century. . 11208 
Then the ancient cake, Wang had more 


effect than the modern, is to me a proof that 
it muſt have been occaſioned by the abſo- 
lately different inſtitution of ancient and 
modern ſingers. The theatre is the thront 
17 D 4 0 
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of muſic. There ſhe can diſplay all the 
pomp of her enchantments, and there- the 
reigning taſte of the people is propagated. 
The theatres of the ancients were vaſt 
ſquares, ours are veſſels. of ſmall dimenſions. 
Hence, in order to be heard in them by the 
innumerable ſpectators aſſembled together, 
it was neceſſary to be poſſeſſed of that vox 
Tragædorum, which Tully required in an 
orator; and, conſequently, it was neceſſary 
for perſons deſtined to uſe their voices in ſuch 
ample theatres, to begin in very early youth, 
to render it ſtrong, firm, clear, and vigorous, 
by an exerciſe very different from that in 
preſent practice. On the contrary, our 
ſingers, who can be heard with much leſs 
force, have abandoned the ancient labo- 
rious ſchool: and inſtead of fatiguing them- 
ſelves in rendering their voices firm, robuſt, 
and ſonorous, ſtudy to make them more de- 
licate and flexible. By this new method, 
they have attained the wonderful power of 
velocity, which  aſtoniſhes the hearers, and 
procures them, unbounded applauſe.  -; 
But a voice diminithed, in eternal motion, 
and, conſequently, weakened by arpeggios, 
trills, and diviſions, may. well, afford that 
pleaſure which ariſes from wonder, and 
| vd 3 ought 
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ought to be preceded by a ſyllogiſm ; but 
never that proceeding immediately from the 
natural and vigotbus impreſſions of a clear, 
firm, and robuſt voice, which affects our 
organs of hearing with equal force and de- 
light, and has the power even to penetrate the 
ſoul. I have had, and many others may have, 
an opportunity, bya ſmall ſpecimen, to judge 
how enormous a difference there is between 
theſetwo mantiers of ſinging. The ſingers of 
the pontificalchape}, though from their child- 
hood educated in the modern ſchool, when 
they are admitted in that choir, are obliged 
rigorouſly/to abandon all the applauded em- 
belliſhments of common ſinging,” and to ac- 
cuſtom themſelves, as much as poſtible, at ſo 
late a period, to ſwell and ſuſtain the voice. 
Now the celebrated Miſerere itſelf, which 
has raviſhed me in extatic pleaſure, and in- 
ternally moved me, as ſung at Rome, beyond 
any other muſic T ever heard, has only fa- 
tigued and wearied me, when executed at 
— according to the moſt excellent yi 
of the prefent times. 

F have imagined; ſometimes, that our 
'eccleſiaſtical chant might give us ſome idea 
'of the ancient; cotifileritig;) that about the 
end of the fixth or beginning of the ſeventh 
| | century, 
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century, when St. Gregory regulated the 
muſic of the Liturgy, the public theatres were 
open; and, it appears to me natural, that 
whatever muſic was compoſed at that time, 
would be tinctured with the reigning ſtyle. 
But beſides the barbariſm into which the 
theatres, as well as other things, were then 
ſunk, what performers could be found now, 
that are able to execute it, if it is impoſſible 
for our ſingers to ſuſtain a maxima (e), though 
they can run arty -two ee in 
a bar ? | 
| Good God! what, a long and ue dry 
= have you induced me to write ! I may 
well fay with Anacreon's dove ; 
A 6 wines 
Ar9gwrry nai veg. | 
Thy treatment is ſo kind and gracious, | 
It makes me as the Pie loquacious. 


$ 


In reward for my blind obedience, T in- 
treat you not to ſuffer this letter to get into 
other hands than your own. I ſhall be in- 
conſolable, if any one ſhould think of making 
it public, under the notion of doing me ho- 
nour. You know my defects: pity them: 
continue to love me in ſpite of them ; and 
conſtantly believe me, &c. 

Vienna, April 25, en 

(:YA Maxima or Large, in old mulic, equalledin Jength, 


el cht ſemibreves. 
pd 4 „ 
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IEC ETVRd laſt Week your parcel from 
Naples. I know not by What conveyance, 
nor could any one inform me; but I perceive 
that it brings me the ſheets Which ſhould 


have accompanied your preceding letter. 


I have read your ingenious Cantata, for 
the nuptials of the Marehioneſs of Tanucci, 
or rather Drama; for this pleaſing compoſt 
tion, beſides the vivacity of ſtyle, is full of 
action and incidents, which entertain and 
ſeduce the reader, and at the ſame time 
contribute to the panegyric of the hero: 
Every day produces new proofs of the 
amazing extenſion ef yõur talents; and I am 
proud of the juſt idea which I had conceived 
of: ee "way beginning of gur 
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am Fend delighted by the atten 
tive peruſul of -the mufico-philoſophical 
letters, which yuu have been pleaſed to com- 
municate to me (H). I haveboth admired and 
envied the forceand dexterity of two yaliant 
athletics, who. not only ſhew- Dogg pn Ih 
Y Alluding to · a controverſy on the ſubje&- of ancient 


Muſic, between Hie Mattei and the Biſhop of + % . 
YL ip, the s Zahn, Tom. II. 
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their. art by aſſailing, but ſkirmiſhing with 
each other. They have long kept me fluc- 


tuating between their different deciſions. 
Each of them aſſaulting me alone, would 


have vanquiſhed me; but the one having 
defended me from the violence of the other, 
without changing my place, I find myſelf in 
the midſt of my former doubts. All that 1 
can be certain of, is, my firm reſolution 
never to expoſe myſelf to the attacks of ſuch 
expert and vigorous champions, leſt I ſhould 
furniſh you with too cogent reaſoris for 
diminiſhing that exceſſiye partiality wit 
which I perceive you think, ſpeak, and 
write, of me: a partiality, which being 
wholly gratuitous, is not ſufficiently repaid 
by the ample, but due Jjuiticey: which 1 a 

licly render YOUJ - iow tt * g 
My. fantaſtical conjeRures,:.) n 
ancient muſic, communicated to Vou only, 
in mere obedience, are not worthy of a de- 
fence. 1 am myſelf ſo little certain of them, 
that I would. not on any account, take up 
arms in their ſupport. However, ãtaſeerns 
to. me, asg if you thonght me inconſiſtent, 
and in contradiction with my on principles; 
and I wiſh, at leaſt, to demonſtrate. to you, 
that if L havs happened to Gila reaſon and 
"elearhels, | 
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clearneſs, I have not violated the dialectic. 
canons. After having aſſerted the enorm- 
ous inftability of taſte, it is true, I have ſup- 
poſed. a conſtant and general Smplicity 
in the ancient muſic, compared with ours: 
and have not ſufficiently diſtinguiſhed: the 
different periods Which may be compre- 
ended in the name of ancient. In the firſt 
place, I confeſs, that it never entered into 
my mind, that the variety taſtes, at all 
contradicted the conſtancy of famplicity ; as the 
one may vary to infinity, without changing 
' the other. For example: the expreſſions of 
ſimple and foft, ſimple and rough, fomple and 
tender, fimple and ſevere, &c. involve, in my 
opinion, no cont radiction; as all the thou- 
ſand infinitely different modifications, which 
may be objects of taſte, are capable of one 
and the ſame conſtant ſimplicity, and may 
be found included in it, as the ſpecies in the 
genus. If, therefore, I have not diſtinguiſhed 
the ſeveral periods of antiquity, it is becauſe 
I thought, ſimplicity common to them all; 
and the catalogue of taſtes' being allowed, 
it did not ſeem neceſſary to aſcribe to the 
one, the changes of the other. Let me try 
te render my reaſoning more clear. I 
eſtabliſh as a.fundamental, that I regard the 
12 | theatre, 
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theatre, to be the indiſputable 'arbitrator of 
the fate of mufic. In the theatre the people 
hear, and being naturally imitators, retain, 
and repeat, What has pleaſed them the 
moſt, in public, whether there, at feſ- 
tivals, or even in the temple, whither in 
proceſs of time, the theatrical taſte is car - 
ried. It is certainly ſo in our times, nor 
have the ancients been without obſerving 
it. Ovid, in the third Book of his Faſti, 
deſcribing the different diverſions of the 
Roman people, in the fields beyond the 
are * the anna Perenna wee 
ſays: g n e nh 


Illic et cantant quidguid dedicere theatris, 


Et jadtant faciles ad ſug. verba manus. 


And thither from the ſtage they bring 
The fay'rite ſtrains they dance and fing, 
While from the geſtures of their arms 
'The rg obtain new 10 and charms. 


: 


Now the- theatre, ugh all yviuatic 
antiquity, which has come to my knowledge, 
beginning from the firſt ſtage of Aſchylus, 
or if you will, the Cart of Theſpis, cotempo- 
rary with Solon among the Greeks, and 
from Livius Andronicus among the Romans, 
the theatre I ſay, has been always a place in 
the open-air, — ſpacious to contain 

a-great 
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a great number of ſpectators, till the modern 
invention of our incloſed, covered, and 
extremely contracted halls, which we now 
honour With the name of theatres, Theſe, 
in my opinion, have given birth to, favoured, 
and rendered poſſible, our moſt complicated 
ſyſtem of muſic, ſo different from the 


ancient. Now as the art of ſound, depends 


on the regulation of air put into motion, it 
is neceſſary, when, à great body is to be 
moved, that it ſhould be done by means 
infinitely different from thoſe employed for 
one that is circuraſcribed,. M hoever ſings 


in the open air to a whole people, is obliged 


to, uſe; his utmoſt force to make himſelf 
heard; a force unneceſſary for our wonder - 
ful diviſions and vocal, tricks, which can 
only be\exceuted; with a ſuhdueq voice, and 
ip-an jncloled place. Now when a, melody 
is compoſed of few, parts, ats; combinations 
are few); ſo that it muſt neceſſagily be more 
ſimple. What I imagined to be a proof of 
this univerſal ſimplicity in the time of Plato, 
is ,not:contuted, to my thinking, by advert- 
ing to che pleaſures received from this art, 
in modern times. Von muſt not, my dear 
Kir, imagine theſe to be many, becauſe 


many talk of them. Admall ſmattering. in 
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the theory of an art, furniſhes the means of 
much diſcourſe - on the ſubject ; but the 
becoming a'real artiſt, is the work of inceſ- 
{ant practice, that maſters every thing,” with 
out. exceptiug even virtue itſelf, which 
ſages have defined habirus animi ratione' con- 
ſentaneus. That the practice of modern 
muſic is infinite, needs no proof. To exer- 
ciſe the cheſt, the lips, the eyes, ears, aud 
fingers, till they inſtantly unite in the per- 
formance of offices ſo diſtinct, ak the 
moment of need, requires millions of repe- 
titions, and an abundatit ſhare of hergit” 
patience. This painful and eternal exerbiſe 
generally occupies ſo large a portion of our 
ſhort lives, that it leaves us little for other 
purpoſes, military or evil. And if a few 
individuals haue been able to vanquiſh theſe 
enormous difficiilties; they ſhould be reckened 
among portents and phenomena, which are 
worthy" of | vo ppg vamp arts 4 not founda- 
tions for rule. aa 

Vou ſee, my dear Sir, ala loquacious the: 
puerile fear of paſſiug for a bad logician in. 
your opinion has rendered me. But to Gy: 
the truth, this was hardly a ſufficient” reaſon 
for giving myſelf ſo much trouble. If We 


meet Wh olecalms: among legiſlators, it 
ſhould 
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mould not be regarded as a crime of great 
ſhame or moral turpitude, if a poet chance to 
be found guilty of contradictions. 
Our diligent young compoſer, eagerly ens 
joins me to preſent you her beſt reſpects. She 
has relinquiſhed all her other ſtudies, in order 


to attempt another pfalm, and has nearly 


arrived at the middle of the enterprize. If 
ſhe proceeds with the ſame felicity to the 
end of her taſk, as ſhe ſeems hitherto to 
have done, I hope ſhe will not be ſtript of 
the reputation with which ſhe has already 
been honoured. The ſecond peruſal of your 
forty-firſt pſalm, firſt aſſigned to her, fixed 
her affection in ſuch a manner, that ſhe 
cannot avail herſelf of the liberty which you 
have allowed her, of chooſing another, 
With teſpe& to the voices, ſhe has deter- 
mined to employ the ſame number as ſhe 
did in the Miſerere, för the convenience of 
exerciſing her abilities as a contrapuntiſt, 
and for diverſifying the compoſition. She 
will write two airs with an accompaniment 
for the harp, obligata, but in ſuch a mannet, 


that they may be executed with a violin, 
when no harp is at hand. Adieu, my dear 
friend. 


VPi.ienna, July 9, 1770, 
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Wms R.. 
TO THE SAME. 


From a very commendable defire of not 
multiplying uſeleſs letters, I have, perhaps, 
a little indulged my organic indolence, in 
deferring my anſwer to your two laſt oblig- 
ing letters, till the preſent occaſion of annouc- 
ing to you the departure of Signora Marti. 
net2's new pſalm; which you would have 
received at leaſt three weeks ſooner, if a 
delay had not been occaſioned by the ſcarcity 
and badneſs of the copyiſts in this city. The 
pſalm, therefore, already conſigned to the 
bearer, will go the ſame road as its elder 
brother. The attentive compoſer has ſtudied 
as much as poſſible to ſecond the genius of 
this ſacred production, by a different expreſ- 
ſion from that of the Miſerere. The ſubject 
of which being the deep afffiction of an hum- 
ble and contrite heart, who knows, acknow- 
ledges, and deteſts his crime, and 1mplores 
mercy and forgiveneſs. The ſubject of the 
ſecond, is a ſtrong deſire, floating between 
hope and fear; ſo that conſtant affliction is 

| the 
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the characteriſtic of the one, and of the other, 
the perpetual conflict of melancholy and chear- 
ful ideas; which in minds occupied by hope 
and fear, rapidly ſucceed each other. The 
one furniſhes to the compoſer more paſſion, 
and the other opens a field of greater variety 
to the operations of fancy. You muſt judge, 
Sir, whether the has made a good uſe of the 

liberty which this r — to her 
imagination. 

But however ſhe may have Gceontel in 
this, ſhe will certainly never attempt a com- 
petition with the compoſer who intends to 
ornament my fortunate Giuſeppe ricongſciuto 
with his notes. To give me an idea of the 
excellence of this muſic, beſides what you 
fay of it, who have had the advantage to 
hear it, the reſpected name of the Marquis 
di San Giorgio, who has compoſed it, is ſuf- 
ficient. I have long known, that he poſſeſſes 
this enchanting faculty equally with his 
other numerous accompliſhments ; ſo that 
he is diſtin& from perſons of his claſs, and 
has left far behind him all the profeſſional 
induſtry of the moſt celebrated maſters, who 
confeſs themſelves fortunate that his high 
rank has delivered them from the danger of 
contending with ſo powerful a rival. I feel 

all 
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all the efficacy of your ſedueing notes, an the 
deſire which you, expreſs to enrich-with-your 
learned obferyations, my ſabred compoſitions; 

a temptation, . to confeſs the truth, too vio» - 
lent. for my vanity to bear. But heaven. 
forbid that I ſhould take ſuch an advantage 
of the kindneſs of ſo worthy and dear a 
friend! I ought to-wiſh, and do truly with, 
that the conſtant fertility of the ſoil, the 
cultivation of which you have prudently 
undertaken, ſhould not be a moment neg- 

lected for other concerns. But I am, never- 

theleſs, infinitely, obliged to you for ſuch a 
kind intention, which diſcovers to me the 
generoſity of your heart, and the enviable 
place in it which I have 5 ke fortugg: to 
. 

Your elegant er .encomiums on — wh — 8 
learned miniſter, the Marquis Tanucci, and 
thoſe which he univerſally receives from 
others, are juſtly due. Thoſe in your poem 
are eaſy, decorous, ingexious, and full of all 
that pleaſant urbanity, which inſpires 
hilarity, without the aſſiſtance of à ſingle 
trait of indelicacy. It is incredible to me, 
that you ſhould, be a novice in this kind of 
writing. Vour attempts may ſerwma for 
models. I am ſo convinced that nothing 
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is impoſſible to you, that if you ſhould take 
it into your head to fly, I ſhould not defpair 
to ſee you make me an unexpected viſit at 
my chamber window. The extenſion of 
the talents with which nature has enriched 
you, appears to me every day more wonder- 
ful; and as I love as much as J admire you, 
I wiſh that fortune, in favouring you, would 
be as bountiful as nature. | | 
Adieu, moſt amiable Sig. Saverio; con- 
tinue to me your moſt precious friendſhip, 
and remember, that knowing you as I do, I 
neither can nor will be otherwiſe than yours 
molt ſincerely. A. 
Vienna, Sep. 17, 1776. 


LETTER XI. 
TO. THE SAME. -. 


I HAVE received, repeatedly read, and ad- 
mired with new pleaſure, your new cantata 
written for the court, which you have been 
fo obliging as to fend me: and believe it 
impoſſible, in an involuntary poetical opera- 
tion, that anyone ſhould, in future, be equally 
happy in the uſe of ſymbols ſo obſcure and un- 
connected, as thoſe inexplicable ancient pic- 

tures 
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tures of Herculaneum, which you have had 


the art to make the baſis of your ingenious 


compoſition. I ſpeak not of the noble and 
clear ſtyle,” the ſelection of thoughts, the 
beauty and harmony of the numbers, the 
Homerian imitation of Alcides extricating 
himſelf from Cimmeria, or of the gay and 
feſtive images in which it abounds. I ſhall 
only ſay, that I am wholly unable to com- 
prehend how, amidſt the aſſiduity of paternal 
cares, the laborious agitations of the bar, and 
the indefatigable toil of critical reſearches, 
you can ſtill have the force to mount to 
the ſummit of Parnaſſus at your pleaſure. I 
congratulate myſelf upon it, as well as our 
Magna Gracia, the enviable productreſs of 
men of ſuch vigourous and univerſal genius. 

The young compoſer rejoices at her muſic 
being ſafely arrived, and in your poſſeſſion. 
It is not thought worthy of any ſuch en- 
lightened praiſe as you mention. All her 
ambition amounted to no more than a with, 


that her humble notes -might afford the ex- : 


cellent author, a part of that pleaſure which 
the has received in ſetting ſo tender, devout, 
and ſublime a compoſition : ſhe is therefore 
impatient for the event. 
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With my conjectures concerning the muſic 
of the ancients, do what you pleaſe. They 
were made in pure obedience to your com- 
mands, and after having obtained my wiſhed 
reſtitution in integrum of my poor dialect, 
1 have nothing more to do with them. 
Vienna, December, 20, 1770. 
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be had written for Spain Eſteem for 
Count Savioli — Attends rehearſals at 
Schombrunn. - - 351 


LETTER 17. To the ſame. Thanks for his affec- 


tionate return of confidence —Sends a 
So 
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copy of his opera of Romolo ed Erfilia— 
Death of the duke of Parma—Piries 


Farinelli on the occaſion. — 357 


LETTER 18. To the ſame; Acknowledges the con- 
_ 'folation he receives from the tender 

part which bis friend takes in his af- 
fliction, for the death of the Emperor 

Francis the Firſt. - 359 

LETTER 19. To the ſame. Leſs forprized than ſorry, 
for the ingratitude of muſicians—Still 

in ignorance about the fate of his 

Spaniſh ſerenata — His opinion of a 

duet without action or paſſion. ib. 

LETTER 20. To the ſame. Petrillo returned from 
Saxony, but quitted Vienna without 
ſalutations No news from Madrid of 

0 his Serenata. 38K 
LETTER 21. To the ſame. Encomiums on his diſin- 
tereſted friendſhip—Sencs a ſecond copy 

of his opera to Migliavacca—Still in 

utter darkneſs concerning the Spaniſh 


ſerenata. „ 
LETTER 22. To the fame, An account of the pre- 
ſents of ſnuff from Spain. 


LETTER 23. To the ſame. Prevented from writing 
by a cold, the fruit of the ſeaſon 
Sportive abuſe of Farinelli for his for- 
mality—Count Roſenburgh enjoying 
the delights of Tuſcany, while the · in- 
habitants of Vienna are buried in ice and 
ſnow—As ſpring will be ſeen in Italy 
before ſhe viſits Germany, begs him 
to urge her on, as quick as poſſible. 365 


LETTER 24. ' To the ſame, Suppoſes a letter has 
mi ſcarried 


" Ken iQ 
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miſcarried Thanks him for his eager- 
© neſs to procure news of the ſerenata; 
but begs him not to plague himſelf any 

| more on the ſubject. 
Laeren 25. To the ſame. ' An athalamium by 
| Count Savioli, received and praiſed— 


Elegant and affectionate thanks to his 
friend. _ 2 * 368 


Lrrun 26. To the ſame. Communicates to him 
the produce of his laſt journey to Par- 
nafſus, /I voti publici per Maria Tereſa 

. Imperatrici Regina,) the cauſe, and the 
conſequence of it. - 369 

LETTER 25. To the fame. Confuſion at Vienna, on 
the two Empreſſes being ſcized with 
the ſmall-pox. = = 9971 

LETTER 28. To the ſame. Jubilation for the Em- 
preſs Queen's recovery The Emperor 
Joſeph's exemplary filial tenderneſs— 
Private complaints too trivial to be 
mentioned at ſuch a time. 372 
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LETTER 1. To StR NIcoLA JoMELL1. Pleaſure 
| received from his remembrance unde- 
ſcribable— Thanks him for two maſterly 

airs—ReſpeCts their learned contexture, 

but likes his more fimple and expreſſive 

ſtyle better —Adviſes him not to quit a 

faculty of touching the heart, in which 

he has no rival. - — 374 


Introduction to his correſpondence with Signor Saverio 
Muttei. 
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LETTER 2. To 810. D. Savrzrro MATTE: Thanks 


for the gift of his poetical tranſlation of 


the Pſalms, though not arrived—En- 


comiums on his other productions 
Deſires him not to wi for his worn- 


out buſkins . 379 


Larren 3- To the ſame. Pfalms rebived—Eagerneſs 


with] which he peruſed them Warm 
praiſe of his genius and erudition— 
Playfully cenſures the little reſpect 
with which he ſpeaks of the town 


which gave him birth —Expects to be 


cenſured in his turn, for not ſooner 
wn np — for his partiality. 
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LETTER 4. To the ſame., Grieved at finding him 


among the conſpirators againſt his mo- 


deſty, in placing his buſt oppoſite to 
that of Homer—-Specifies particular 
Pſalms, with which ke is uncommonly 
pleaſed—Thanks him for the confiden- 
tial account of his own affairs, with 
which he has truſted him —— Ac- 


knowledges his obligations to Gra- 
vina——And Gregorio Caropreſe, in 


Magna Grecia—Speaks of his tranſla- 
tion of Horace's Art of Poety—And his 
reflections on all the Greek tragedies 
and comedies, - <- 385 


LTTEI $5, To the ſame, Congratulates himſelf on 


the acquiſition of ſuch a friend—Ap- 
probation of his works—Will try to 
prevailon Haſſe, to ſet one of his Pſalms. 


n . : 389 
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Larrzz 6. To the ſame. Account of Mademoiſelle 
Martinetz's s ſucceſs in Feine one of 


lern 7. To the ſame, | Who tries G ph 

bim, that the weight of years, is a de- 

ie part Frrable thing i in a poet Having treated 
* e almoſt all the modifications of the hu- 
cart! 77 77 man Heart, the eempoſition of new 

25 | Fo dme, is is become extremely laborious 

uot, , 67 .—Praiſc e Works of his corre- 

9812 hy Wpondent.—Nrademeitelle Martinetz's 

— Flame on their way to 2 e 393 
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lern 8 To omen 8 3 Impe- 
duaiments to his being a conſtant cor- 
reſpondent - Mademqiſelle Martinetz's 
7 ſiurpriſe and ſenſibility, at the ſtrong 
ee xpreſſions beſtowed on her Pſalm— 
N Manner in which it was rehearſed at 
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= Vienna The poet's unwillingneſs to 


I ſpeak of the muſic of the ancients— 
190 Definition of muſic in general Un- 
certainty of Greek harmonical propor- 

tions— After reading all the Greek 

treatiſes that are come down to us, his 

knowledge not increaſed—AI the ſenſes 

change their taſte—Ancient muſic more 

ſimple, and more efficacious, than the 
modern The ancients had no muſic 

in parts—Singers differently educated : 

the ancient for force, the modern for 


2 flexibility 
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flexibility — The Miſerere of Allegri; 
never performed with effect, but in the 


Pope's chapel. + — 


LI r TER 9. To the ſame. Praiſes his cantata for the 


nuptials of the Marchioneſs Tanucci, 
and muſico-philoſophical papers—Un- 
willing to defend his conjectures con- 
cerning ancient muſfic—Except thoſe 
which regard its ſimplicity— The thea- 
tre governs muſical taſte—The prac- 
tice of modern muſic infinite—Made- 
moiſelle Martinetz ſets another Pſalm, 

- - - - 408 


Lier TER fo. Tothe ſame. Announces the departure 


of the new Pſalm Deſeribes the com- 
poſers* intention in both her Pſalms— 
The oratorio of Giuſeppe riconeſciuto, 
ſet by the Marquis di San Giorgio— His 
cloge—Unwilling that S. Mattei ſhould 
waſte his time in writing notes to his 
oratorios—Encomiums on the Marquis 
Tanucci—Wonders at the extent of 
his friend's abilities. 415 


LETTER 11. To the fame, Encomiums on a cantata 


Vor. 11. 


of his writing Mademoiſelle Marti- 
netz's gratitude for the ſucceſs of her 


| Pſalms, * - 41 8 
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Page 2, line 3, r. 28. P. 66, I. 22, . unwilling. P. 127, 1. 6, . fat. 
P. 159, laſt line, 7. Virtuoſa. P. 178, I. 10, r. beneficent. P. 211, 1. 16, 
r. ſcratch. Ibid. Note (a) after execution, add, and expreſſion. P. 220, lat 
line but four, 7. Procruſtes P. 221, 1. antepenult, 7. ſenno. P. 267, 1. 6, 
after Maria, place a comma. P. 34a, penult, . count. P. 378, I. 9, r. 

etaſtaho. P. 385, 1. 3, for two, r, too. P. 388, 1. 12, and 411, 1. 23, . 
Tiber. There is a typographical miſtake in numbering the letters of the firſt 
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E ˙ » nn Inte: xv, xvi, xvii, xviii, xix, xx, xxi, 
0 text. 
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